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the passage just quoted,-wa~ to be cut off, but 'lWt for

himself, and then the people of the prince that should

come should destroy the city, and the sanctuary.*

In.like manner, as in the vision of the ninth chapter,

this last vision now under consideration, - while it

announces the dispersion of the holy people,t and the

taking away of the daily sacrifice.:/: and a time of unex­

ampled trouble,§-intimates, in detail, many blessings

that should follow the standing of Michael,-the great

Prince who standeth for the children of Daniel's peQple ;

and these blessings are chieRy, and may be all, of a

spiritual nature, like those foretold in the ninth chapter.

They are the deliverance of a part of Daniel's people,lI­

the awakening of the dead to life,~-the extensive dis.

semination of knowledge,**-and the cleansing and puri­

fication of men from wickedness.tt
It might seem, at first view of the order of the terms of

this last vision, that these blessings were, in the order of

time, to follow the time oj trouble; as the time oj troulile is

mentioned antecedently to their annonncement. But

when we take into view the order of all the things pre­

dicted in this twelfth chapter, we perceive, that the dis­

persion of the power of the holy people,-one element of

the time of trouble,-is mentioned after the enumeration

of most of the blessings; and the taking away the daily

sacrifice, and setting up the abomination of desolation,­

which likewise belong to the time Qftrouble,-aremention.

ed after the announcement of aD the blessinga, excepting

.. Daniel ix. 25, 26.
§ Dani!'l xii. 1.

.. Daniel xii. 3, 4.

t Daniel xii. 7. *Daniel xii. 11•
I Daniel xii. 1. , Daniel xii. 2.

tt Daniel xii. 10•

y
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some that should belong to those who might survive that

time. The time of trouble seems introduced immediately

after the standing up of Michael, in reference to, and to

identify this particular part of the last vision with, the

conclusion of the vision in the ninth chapter; where the

destruction of the city and sanctuary, and the consequent

desolation, are mentioned immediately after the anointing,

and cutting off, of the Messiah. After marking, in this

way, the identity of these passages of the respective

visions, the Prophet returns to a detail of the blessings,

that should result from Michael standing for the children

of his people. The first of these blessings is referred

exclusively to that people, and is therefore clearly depen_

dent on the standing of Michael ;-a circumstance other­

wise rendered certain by the re.introduction of the terms

at that time, which again,-after the mention of the time of

trouble,-brings in the subject with which the verse

commences; as becomes evident when we place the first

and last chuses of the verse together in direct succession,

as follows: "And at that time Michael shall stand up, the

great Prince who standeth up for the children of thy

people,"_ce and at that time, thy people shall be delivered,

all found written in the book."

Who they were, that should be found written in the book,

we gather from looking at the obvious origin of this figura­

tive expression, and examining its usage in other parts of

the Scriptures. It clearly had its origin from the practice,

which was common even from the earliest age of man, of

keeping accurate genealogies of the different families;

through means of which the rights of primogeniture, and

other privileges, were clearly ascertained, and a correct
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chronology of events preserved, and authenticated. The

earliest of these genealogies are, a fragment of the

genealogy of the family of Cain, in the fourth chapter of

Genesis, and the full" Book of the generations of Adam,"

in the fifth chapter. The Patriarchs and descendants of

Jac~b continued to write and preserve such genealogies;

by means of which everyone's inheritance, rights, privi­

leges, and immunities, derived to him from his ancestors,

were evidenced and authenticated; for that it was the

practice to refer to these registers, for evidence respecting

these matters, is evident from Ezra n. 62. Hence arose

the figurative phraseology, which represents those who

ar~_destined by God to receive mercy and favour from

him, as being written in a book, or having their names

written in the book of life, or in the book of God's remem­

brance. We find this form of speech used as early as the

time of Moses. After the sin of the Israelites in making

the golden calf, Moses interceded with God for them, and

said, " Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their sin; and if not,

blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast

written. And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath

sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book:'.

The Psalmist, in a prediction of the destiny of the wicked,

among whom the Apostle Peter has taught us to reckon

Judas the traitor, as one to whom he particularly refers,t

says, "Let them. be blotted out of the book of the living,

and not be written with the righteolls.":j: This most

significant and impressive figure of speech is adopted by

* Exodus xxxii. 32, 33. t Acts i. 20.

y 2
Psalm lxix. 28.
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the writers of the New Testament. Paul speaks of his

own fellow-labourers in the Gospel, "whose names are in

the book of life ;"* and the same form of expression occurs

in the Revelation to designate the Redeemed of Christ

The prediction of the Prophet, then, in the latter part of

this first verse; was fulfilled in that part of Daniel's people,

who, obeying the call of the Saviour to faith in him, and

repentance, and new obedience, obtained, through his

blood, eternal redemption.t Although the Jewish rulers,

and the greater part of the nation, would not have him to

be their king, but delivered him up to the Gentiles, yet

sa~s Paul, " God hath not cast away his people which he

foreknew,"-but, as in the time of Elias, he reserved to

himself seven thousand men, who had not bowed the knee

to the image of Baal,-" Even so then at this present time

also there is a remnant according to the election of

grace.":j: Within a short time after Christ's ascension, the

t< remnant" amounted to several thousands;§ and after­

wards. .. believers were added to the Lord, multitudes

both of men and women."1! These were at that time

delivered; for 'while the sacHfiees of their national law,

which they offered year by year continually, could not

make the comers thereunto perfect,1f they were " sanc­

tified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ

once for aU."** Thus the Most H~ly Auointed,-­

Michael the great Prince, who stood for them,-being cut

off, but not for himself, in the terms of Daniel in the

ninth chapter, for them "finished the transgression, and

* Philippians iv. 3.
§ Acts ii. 41, and iv. 4.

t Hebrews ix. 12.
• Acts v.14.

** Hebrews x. 10.

*Romans xi. 2-5•
~ Hebrews x. 1.



178

made an end of sins, and made reconciliation for iniquity,

and brought in everlasting righteousness." There was

superadded to the eternal deliverance they thus obtained,

a temporal deliverance also, in that time oj trouble during

which their unbelieving countrymen perished by the

sword and famine. He, in whom they believed, taught

them the signs that should precede the approaching

calamities, and warned them to escape from them by a

timely flight.* Of his warning they availed themselves.

" We learn from ecclesiastical historians;' says Bishop

Newton, "that at this juncture," (the approach of the

siege of Jerusalem) "all who believed in Christ left Jeru­

salem, and removed to Pella, and other places beyond the

river Jordan; so that they all marvellously escaped the

general shipwreck of their countrymen; and we do not

read, anywhere, that so much as one of them perished in

the destruction of Jerusalem."t Thlis in every sense, ~'at

that time Daniel'$ people mere deli'Dered, all founa m~

in the book."
V. 2d. "And many that sleep in the dust of the earth

shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to everlast­

ing shame and contempt."
There occurred an event, at the resurrection of Christ,

which, at first view, might seem a literal fulfilment of the

prophecy in this second verse. Matthew informs us, that

then " The graves were opened; and many bodies of the

saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after

his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared

" Matthew xxiv. 15, Hi. r Dissert. xix.
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unto many."'" These, however, were bodies of the saints

only; and there were not among them those who" awoke

to everlasting shame and contempt." The literal fulfil_

ment, then, did not take place, with respect to all the

conditions of the prediction; and we are not entitled to

consider that event as the one specially here foreshewn._

But if we consider the terms of the prophet, in this second

verse, as figurative, we at once perceive it to be one of the

most signal predictions of the good tidings, proclaimed by

Christ and his Apostles to sinful and dying men, that is to

be found in the Old Testament Scriptures. When taken

as figurative, the language is still perfectly definite and

intelligible, being similar to that employed by other

ancient prophets, when forteUing the surpassing blessed.

ness to be bestowed on mankind by the revelation of Jesus

Christ, as contrasted with the misery of their natural

ignorance and sinfulness. It is quite unnecessary that

we should adduce any instances, since they are so numer­

ous and notorious that might be adduced, to prove, that

the Hebrews were accustomed to express death by sleep;

and it is nearly as unnecessary to give instances of the

prophets representing ignorant, insensible, or impenitent

sinners, as being in a state ofsleep, or of death. Isaiah says

to such sinners, " the Lord hath poured out upon you the

spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes ;"t and, in

another passage, he describes them as being "in desolate

places as dead men.":/: The prophets also describe those

sinners, who obey the calls to faith and penitence, as

;,. Matthew xxvii. 52, 53. t Ioniah xxix. 10. *Isaiah !ix. 10.
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awakening to light, and arising from the dead.-Isaiah,

announcing the future salvation of his people, describes it

as the destruction of a covering of darkness, and a con­

quest of death. The Lord of Hosts "will destroy the

face of the covering cast over all people, and the veil that

is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death in

victory:'1(· In another place, where he expressly an­

nounces the blessings of that most desirable knowledge

that should flow from the Redeemer's advent and preach­

ing, he says, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the

glory of the Lord is risen upon thee:'t The Apostle

Paul has paraphrased this verse of Isaiah, in such terms

as throw a clear light on those of Daniel now under con­

sideration ;-" Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from

the dead, and Christ shall give thee light:'t There is

yet another prediction of Isaiah, so closely resembling one

clause, in this verse of Daniel, that we cannot refrain

from quoting it, especially as Matthew has taught us that

it had its fulfilment in Christ's teaching :-" The people

that walked in darkness have seen a great ligllt: they that

dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath

the light shined."§ Christ himself employs like figures of

speech, in the passage which we formerly quoted from the

fifth chapter of John's Gospel :-" The hour is coming,

and nom is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son

of God, and they that hear shall live."11 In these terms

he does not refer to the general resurrection,-for he

introduces that in different and appropriate terms, a little

II Isaiah xxv. 7, 8. t Isaiah Ix I.
§ Isaiah ix. 2, and Matthew iv. lfi.

*Ephesians v. 14.
R John v. 25.
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after,-but he refers to the resurrection from sin-else_

where called" the first resurrection,"-as is evident from

his saying, that the time of it was just then while he was

speaking :-" The hour is coming, and norv is." The

words of Christ himself thus direct us to an assured ful­

filment of Daniel's prediction, in the blessed effects of his

own preaching. He assured mankind himself, and also

by his Apostles, that, through his own merits and inter­

cession, his sincere disciples, living in prayer,'" shall have

their minds awakened to righteousness, by the Spirit of

God, and be at last quickened in their mortal hodies, by

the same Spirit;t and thus he called and animated

those who befere "were dead in trespasses and sins,"t

by new, powerful, and delightful motives, to rouse

themselves from the sleep of that spiritual death. Many,

as we have already seen, were obedient to his call,

and that of his Apostles, and thus had" part in the first

resurrection."§ Have we not, in this, a clear fulfilment of

the prediction, that, after Michael should stand, many

t1wJ, sleep in the dust of the earth should arvake to everlasting

life·
At the same time was fulfilled the other branch of this

prophecy-that" some should awake to everlasting shame

and contempt." Christ not only assured the faithful and

obedient of a future life of endless happiness, but declared,

that a life of endless misery awaited the impenitent. It

may seem unnecessary to shew, how the eyes of many

awoke to the full light of these solemn and deeply

• John xv. 16-xiv.16. t Romans viii. 10, 11. *Ephesians ii. I.
§ Revelations xx. Ii.
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interesting truths, proclaimed and confirmed by Christ,

and yet would not walk by that light. "This is the con­

demnation," said he himself, "that light is come into the

world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because

their deeds were evil."* They saw the light, but their

sinful hearts preferred the darkness. We have full

grounds to believe, that many of the J ew-ish nation, in the

time of the Saviour, were of the number,-and many,

too, who were in high authority among them. Their

rulers confessed, that Christ wrought many miracles;t

and, at the same time, well knew, that no man could do

these miracles, except God were with him.:!: They had

thus a conviction in their own minds of his divine

authority; and this at a time, too, when, reading aright

the ancient prophecies, they looked for the appearance of

the great predicted Prophet,-the Ruler in Israel, whose

goings forth have beeri from of old, from everlasting.§

They yet allowed their convictions,-thus irresistibly

arising from the evidence of both miracles and prophecy,

-that Jesus was their Messiah, to be overpowered by their

sinful desires of worldly power and wealth, and a mean

attachment to their miserable and ever-changing politics.

They took measures to persecute and destroy him, and

said, " If we let him alone, all men will believe on him;

and the Romans shall come and take away both our

place and nation."" We have clear evidence, that many,

at this time, acted in opposition to their settled convictions,

and declined to acknowledge him, in whom they believed,

* John iii. 19. t John xi. 47. *Jolm iii. 2.
§ John vii. 40, and Denteronomy xviii. 18; and Matthew ii. 6, and

Mic"ah v. 2. HJohn xi. 48.

z
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from another motive,-the fear of the persecution of their

own self-righteous and intolerant religious sects. "Never.

theless," says the Apostle John, "among the chief rulers

also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees

they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of

the synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more

than the praise of God."* Thus light came to these men,

but they shut their eyes against it, because their deeds

were evil; or, in the equally figurative language of Daniel,

tkey a'lVok8 from sleep in the dust oj the ectrth, but it was

rmly to e1Jerlasting shame and contempt.

V. 3d. " And they that cause to be wise shall shine as

the brightness of the firmament; and they that cause

many to be righteous, as the stars for ever and ever."

In our observations on the 33d and 35th verses of the

eleventh chapter, we have shewn how well the designa­

tion, "they that cause to be wise," applies, there, to

Mattathias and his family, in connection with every thing

else, predicted in that whole passage.-They were a

family of priests, and in that capacity the legal " teachers"

of the descendants of Jacob. In the verse now under

consideration, the Prophet predicts the appearance, after

the standing of Michael, of some super-eminent class of

teachers, whom he compares, both for brightness and

endurance, to the most splendid and permanent objects

in the visible creation,-the lights and stars of heaven.

He gives them also an additional designation, calling them

not only" they that cause to be wise," but likewise" they
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that cause many to be righteous:' We have already seen,

that Bishop Horsley says, that this latter designation, in

this particular place, describes" the preachers of the word

of God:' Will not all be ready to adopt his explanation,

and to acknowledge the admirable appropriateness of the

prediction, when applied to those preachers of the word of

God, who were instructed and sent forth by their heavenly

Master, at the period of time to which the course of our

illustrations of the whole prophecy has now conducted us ?

The Apostles of Christ, instructed by him,-witnesses of

his life,-speaking his words,-and inspired by the Holy

Ghost, are the bright lights of the moral, as the luminaries

of the firmament are of the natural world. Christ himself

named them" the light of the world ;"* and commanded

them to "let their light shine before men."* They faith­

fully and assiduously fulfilled his commandment, amidst

opposition, and hardship, and persecution, of the severest

kind. They were the teachers of the most deeply-interest­

ing and delightful truths, that have ever been made known

to man. They indeed shone as the brightness of the

firmament, while propagating, every where, a full know­

ledge of the spotless life, the miraculous works, the

sublime doctrines, the perfect precepts, the consoling

promises, and alarming threatenings, of Him, who was" a

light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of his people

Israel."t Before their death, they committed to writing

a full, clear, and consistent account of that pure spiritual

religion, which their Divine Master came to reveal for the

'" Mallhcl\' ". 14, iii.

z 2
t Luke ii. 32.
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instruction and salvation of sinful and dying men; and

transmitted, to all posterity, a book, which perfects a rule

of faith and manners, fitted for reception by all the kindreds

of the earth; and which will never cease to be the delight

and consolation of virtuous minds.-Thus, in causing

many to be righteous, by their preaching, during their

lives, and afterwards in causing many to be righteous, by

their writings, the Apostles and Evangelists shone, and

still continue, and will continue, to shine, as the brightness

oj the jirmn:ment, and as the stars for el'er and ever.

V. 4th. "And thou, Daniel, shut up the words, and

seal the book, to the time of the end; many shall run to

and fro, and knowledge shall be increased."

It will be allowed, that the former clause of this verse

appears, even at the first view, to intimate, that this part

of the prophecy should not be understood until about the

time of its full accomplishment. We consider it a predic­

tion to that effect; but, as it is repeated again in the 9th

verse following, in connection with certain exceptions,

stated in the 10th verse, to its being understood even at

the time of the end, we will defer our illustration of it, till

we come to these two verses; when we trust to be able to

shew, that, so considering it, it was closely fulfilled. We

proceed at present to the important prediction in the

latter clause, "many shall run to and fro, and knowledge

shall be increased."

The third verse of this chapter, which we have already

illustrated, is also a prediction of the diffusion of know­

ledge by those that cause to be wise, and those that cause

many to be righteous; for knowledge is there very signi­

ficantly and intelligibly expressed, in an imagery common
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in the Scriptures, by the shining and brightness of the

teachers. We have just seen, how completely that pre­

diction was fulfilled by the preaching and writings of the

Apostles and Evangelists.-Here we have another predic­

tion of the diffusion of knowledge, following very near to

that one; and yet separated from it, by the brief introduc­

tion of another subject. We expect, therefore, that

something different is implied, in the second prophecy,

from what is foretold in the first; and, on more closely

looking at its terms, we find new conditions in it, that are

not found in the first. In the first prediction, the number

of the teachers of knowledge is not alluded to ;-in the

second, they are expressed as being many. In the first,

the character of the knowledge is expressed by great

J;Jrightness, which is compared to that of the brightest

objects in the creation, and therefore, to our apprehen.

sions, incapable of increase ;-in the second, it is said,

knowledge shall be increased. But the most remarkable

new condition is, that, whereas, in the first prediction, it is

not definitely intimated to whom the teachers are to com­

municate their knowledge, in the second, it is said, many

shall run to and fro, that the increase of knowledge may

follow. The term, here translated to run to and fro, im­

plies, in other passages of Scripture, to go into all parts of

the earth; as we need to instance only, in 2d Chronicles

xvi. 9,-" For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro

throughout the whole earth," and in Zechariah iv. 10,

where words nearly the same occur.

How clear and complete a fulfilment was there of this

prediction, "many shall run to and fro, and knowledge

shall be increased," when the Apostles, and many of their
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converts, went forth to preach the gospel to the Gentiles?

Christ, in his prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem,

had announced, that, previously to that event, the " gospel

of the kingdom should be preached in all the world, for a

witness unto all nations ;"'" and before he ascended into

heaven, he gave instructions to his followers, to " go and

teach all nations," and to "go into all the world, and

preach the gospel to every creature;" and promised to be

always with them, in the work, to the end of the world.t

The assiduity and zeal with which, after the conversion of

Cornelius and his family by Peter,:!: they carried these

instructions into execution, are evidenced in the Acts of

the Apostles, and in their Epistles,-especially in those

of Paul; and are so notorious that we need not, here,

enter into a detail of the particulars. The prediction of

Daniel was fulfilled in all points. Many, besides the

Apostles themselves, were employed in preaching the

gospel to the Gentiles, and confirming those who embraced

the Christian faith. They literally ran to andfro through.

out all the nations, and planted Christian churches every

where; and this, in fulfilment of Christ's prediction, ante­

cedently to the great war by which Daniel's people were

scattered abroad. By these means, how infinitely was

l.:nowledfJe increased among the Gentiles !

It is extremely difficult for us, who, from our infancy,

have been blessed with the knowledge of Divine Revela­

tion, to form an adequate conception of the blank and

cheerless condition of those minds that were never

• Matthe\l' xxiv. 14. t Matthew xxviii. In, 20, and Mark xvi. 15.
t Acts x.
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enlightened by it. It is true that God never, in any

nation, left himself without a witness of his power, wisdom,

and goodness; but it is equally true, that the testimony of

the witness was every where misunderstood, or misinter­

preted, in the heathen world. Even in the most inquisitive

and learned of heathen nations, all the instruction that

men gathered from the testimony of the natural witness,

was, to erect a temple "to the unknown God,""" How

desolate, under such circumstances, was the whole aspect

of human life! How miserable its conclusion! The

origin and destiny of man were unknown. He was seen

here, only for a little time, passing to death in successive

generations, and having all his better affections blighted,

and the charities of father, son, and brother, broken

asunder, by an inevitable fate, that seemed to consign all

alike to forgetfulness. Many miseries surrounded, and

oppressed him, even while here, which were heightened

by the effects of his own bad passions; for he had no

authoritative and clear rule for the regulation aud restraint

of his pride, ambition, avarice, lust, envy, malice, and

revenge, which wrought continual confusion through

every province of society. Even if he did make an im­

perfect discovery of such a rule, he was actuated by no

motive, sufficiently powerful and permanent, to bind him

to the observance of it. He had no assured recognition of

any eternal and righteous Governor of the world, to whom

he might be amenable, who could remove the miseries,

and rectify the evils, by which he was surrounded, and

* Acts xvii. 2~.
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who would extend mercy and pardon to such a grievous

transgressor, as his own convictions told him he was; for

if he did look up to the unknown God, it was, as the

whole system of the heathen superstitions and sacrifices

fully demonstrates, with the feelings of a criminal, desirous

to escape punishment, but having no steady assurance of

favour.-How infinitely increased was knowledge, when

the messengers of the Divine Teacher carried to men, so

overwhelmed with ignorance and hopelessness, the delight_

ful discoveries of the Gospel! and taught with the most

assured and unwavering authority,-that God governs all

events, by an unerring and gracious providence ;-that he

is reconciling the world to himself through a Divine

Mediator, who, by his own blood, has made a perfect

atonement for the sins of men, through which the believ­

ing and penitent will now find mercy, and be raised from

the dead to everlasting life ;-that they, who, in the spirit

of prayer, maintain in their hearts a constant feeling of

their dependence upon God, a sense of his presence with

them, and conviction of their responsibility to him, will

have their souls enlightened, invigorated, and purified by

the Holy Ghost, and become, in temper and spirit, in

some measure, like the merciful Mediator himself, who

both taught the purest and holiest lessons, and exhibited,

in his own life, a perfect and consistent example of virtue,

such as imperfect and sinful man, before his appearance

on earth, could have formed no conception of.

This Divine knowledge, which the Apostles and first

Christians ran to and fro to communicate to all nations,

maintains, and will for ever maintain, a lofty and unap­

proachable superiority over all the knowledge that man
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clln discover for himself.-The latter, in everyone of its

bl'anches, is imperfect and unsatisfying; as they, who

most deeply pursue its discoveries, most deeply feel. It

can never be reached, in any degree of advancement,

excepting by a few, and is, at best, the knowledge of a tran­

sitory and mortal being. The former bears the stamp of

perfection, imprinted by its Divine Author; and, eminently

adapted to the condition of all ranks and degrees of men,

it is alike calculated to elevate the understandings, and to

purify the hearts, of high and low, rich and poor,-to

give them full consolation amidst the unavoidable evils of

life,-to expel the fear of death from their minds,-and

to enter with them into that future heavenly state, which

it has laid open to their view.-In this way, then, the

prediction of Daniel was literally fulfilled. The day­

spring of true kno'l1Jledge from on high, waited on the

footsteps of the Apostles of Christ, as they traversed the

Gentile world, dispelling darkness and doubt and fear,

and diffusing light and confidence and joy, over every

condition of human life.

In formerly illustrating our Saviour's professed quota.

tion from Daniel, we purposely deferred taking notice of

some other seemingly obvious references, which he makes

to this chapter, till the illustration of the successive parts

of the prophecy should render them of more easy explana­

tion. One of his references, in his prediction of the

destruction of Jerusalem, seems to be to this 4th verse.­

He said, " This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached

in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then

shall the end come"-(lVIatthew xxiv, 14.) This imme­

diately precedes his professed quotation from Daniel.-

A It
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In l\'Iark, the corresponding terms are, " The gospel must

first be published among all nations"-(Mark xiii. 10.)

This, in Mark, does not immediately precede the professed

quotation from Daniel; but all that intervenes is a warning

of the persecutions the Apostles should suffer for preaching

the gospel,-an instruction for their behaviour under them,

-and a blessing promised to those who should not be in­

timidated by them. Are we not urged, by all the circum­

stances, to consider these words of Christ as containing a

reference to this 4th verse of Daniel? In the words as

given by Matthew, the end is immediately connected with

the preaching of the gospel.-The term, end, is not in

Mark; but the word, first, implies that it was to follow that

preaching. In Daniel, the term, end, is closely approxi.

mated to the running to and fro of many, and the increase

of knowledge; and from the general tenor of the pro­

phecy it appears, this running to and fro, and increase of

knowledge, were to precede the end; for the dispersion of

the holy people,-the end, or finishing, of the whole,-is

introduced in a succeeding verse. These observations

confirm the correctness of our views, when we consider

Christ's professed quotation as being made from this

twelfth chapter of Daniel.

17. 5th. "And I, Daniel, looked, and, behold, there

stood other two, one on one bank of the river, and one on

the other bank of the river."

17. 6th. "And said to the man clothed in linen, who

was upon the waters of the river, How long shall be the

end of these wonders ?"

17. 7th. "And I heard the man clothed in linen, who

was upon the waters of the river, and he held up his right
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hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him

that liveth for ever, that it shall be for a time, times, and

a part; and when, in the finishing, the power of the holy

people is scattered abroad, all these things shall befinished."

Down to this 5th verse, the prophecy had been com­

municated to Daniel by one man clothed in linen; but

here two others are introduced as interlocutors with him;

and all the prophecy, to the end, consists of a colloquy

between these three beings, and an answer, of the first of

them, to a question by Daniel.

The colloquy commences with the question, on one

part, How long shall be tlte end Of tltese reonders? and it is

answered, on the other part, that it sltall be f01' a ti1l1£, times,

and a part; and when, in the finis/ling, tlte porcer Of tlte

holy people is scattered abroad, all tllege tMngs sllall be

.finished. When we reflect on the parallelism, which, we

have shewn, exists between this last vision of Daniel and

his two visions in the eighth and ninth chapters, we per­

ceive, that the scattering abroad of the holy people must

refer to the destruction of the holy people by a king of

fierce countenance, foretold in the eighth chapter, and to

the destruction of the city Jerusalem and the sanctuary,

and the utter desolation, foretold in the ninth chapter. If

any doubt should remain, respecting this point, it is put an

end to, by observing, in the succeeding verses, that

Daniel asks an explanation of the answer of the man

clothed in linen, in the seventh verse, and that one

part of the explanation he receives is, "from the time the

daily sacrifice ·is caused to be taken areay, and to tlte setting

up the abomination of desolation, a thousand two llllndred

and ninety days"-(verse II.) In this explanation, we

A a 2
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have more of the circumstances introduced, that had been

predicted in both the eighth and ninth chapters, as atten­

dant on the destruction of the holy people, and of the city

Jerusalem; for in the eighth chapter, tlwdaily sacrifice mas

to be taken amay,* and in the ninth, tke sacrifice and obla­

tion mere to cease, and the overspreading of abomination to

make desolation, at the time of the destruction.t Thus

there is left no doubt, that, in the passage immediately

under consideration, the same event is predicted, that had

been already predicted in these chapters.

Tke complete scattering abroad of tke pomer of tke

ltOly people is thus, we perceive, on a comparison of the

prophecies, the final result of the destruction of the city

Jerusalem, formerly foretold to Daniel; and, according to

the very terms of this last prophecy, in the 7th verse, it is

the last thing in itself predicted.

But, previously to the complete scattering abroad of the

power of the holy people, a certain time was to run, which

in the 7th verse is called a time, times, and a part.

Whatever the length of that time may be, it was obviously,

from the terms of the 7th verse, to have its end at the

moment when the holy people were wholly dispersed or

scattered abroad; but no era is set in the 7th verse, from

whence it was to have its commencement; and, as the length

of time is expressed in obscure terms, the commencement

is left uncertain,-insomuch that Daniel did not under­

stand the answer in this 7th verse. He says, in the

eighth verse, "I heard but I understood not." Let us

endeavour to throw light upon this matter. We have it

~ Danid viii. II. t Daniel ix. 2i.
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in our power to do so, by considering the conditions of the

question and answer in the 6th and 7th verses, and that

part of the explanation of them given to Daniel, which is

contained in the following 11th and 12th verses. We crave

indulgence to the minuteness and circumstantiality of the

following observations, which have seemed, to us, necessary,

in this part of our illustrations.

The question in the 6th verse has a reference exclusively

to the last events predicted in this prophecy; for although

the common translation has the question in the form,

It How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ?"

this is not consistent with the original. The proper trans­

lation of that is, How long tIle end ojthese wonders? The

inquiry, then, obviously, does not regard any period of

time that might intervene between the date of the revela­

tion to Daniel, and that of the complete fulfilment of the

whole series of predictions; but it regards the duration

of the last events predicted, which, as the answer to the

question shews, were to issue in a complete dispersion of

the holy people. It has relation, then, only to the duration

of the time oj trouble, predicted in the 1st verse of this

chapter, which, we have seen, is identical with the time

of war and destruction, foretold in the concluding verses

of the ninth chapter; and that time of trouble was to be

for a time, times, and a part, before a complete dispersion

of the holy people should be effected.

There is another passage in Daniel's prophecies, where,

in our common translation, like terms are used to express

a measure of time. It is in the 25th verse of the seventh

chapter. It is there said of the little horn, of the vision of

that chapter, wbich rose after the first ten horns, and before
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whom three of these fell, H He shall speak great words

against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of

the Most High, and think to change times and laws: and

they shall be given into his hand until a time, and times,

and the dividing of time." That chapter is written in the

Chaldee dialect; and the term translated time, in the 25th

verse, is found employed obviously to express a year, in

another chapter, written in the same dialect, namely, in

Daniel iv. 16, 23, 25, 32.-There seems to be no doubt,

that, in the seventh chapter also, we must understand the

term to denote a year. That chapter contains Daniel's

vision of the four great monarchies, and the ten smaller

ones that were to arise out of the last of the great ones,

among which an eleventh was afterwards to come up, and

pluck up three of the ten by the roots. The prophecy has

been accurately fulfilled, in the succession of the empires

of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome, and the number of

smaller kingdoms, into which that of Rome was, in the

end, divided.-It was among these last, that the little horn

was to arise, into whose hands the times and laws were to

be given, for a time, times, and the dividing of time. Many

able commentators, and, among others, Bishop Newton,

to whom we have so often referred, have shewn, that the

characters of the little horn agree well with the Roman

Pontiff.* Here then is a prophecy, reaching much lower

into time than the last one of Daniel, which is our present

subject,-which refers to Daniel's own people the Jews,

and, according to its own express terms, reaches no farther

down in time, than to their complete dispersion.-The
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prophecy in the seventh chaptel' is still only, as to one

part of it, in the course of beiug fulfilled. The kingdoms

that arose out of the Roman empire, and the Pope, who

arose among them, still possess their power; and the time,

times, and dividing of time,-or as, we see, we must explain

the terms, a year, years, and part of a year,-are, therefore,

not yet expired. Enough of the prophecy is, however,

fulfilled, and a sufficiently long time has run on, since the

power of the Pope arose, to teach us, that we must inter­

pret these years, not as natural years, but prophetic years,

like those of Ezekiel iv. 6, of which each day represents

a year. As no era is given, from which to number the

years, we cannot find out the time of their expiry; and the

prophecy will, in this respect, not be understood, until it is

fulfilled.

We have thought it necessary to enter into these points

respecting the vision in the seventh chapter, lest we should

seem to disturb any part of what we consider the correct

interpretation of it by Bishop Newton, while we shew,­

as we now propose to do,-that there are various condi­

tions in this last vision of Daniel, that direct us to interpret

the time, times, and a part,-as the terms occur in it,-as

expressing natural years, and not years of which each day

represents a year.

The term, employed in the 7th verse, now under con­

sideration, to express time, is derived from the same root,

as the Chaldee term in the iv. and vii. chapters of Daniel,

to which we have just referred. It is employed by the

Hebrews to denote an appointed or set time; as in 1st

Samuel xiii. 8, where the circumstances of the narrative

leave no doubt about its meaning. "He (Saul) tarried
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seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had

appointed." Samuel had said to him, "seven days shalt

thou tarry, till I come to thee."" It is used in a particular

manner to express the appointed annual festivals of the

Jews, as the passover, and the feasts of first fruits and

tabernacles; as we may instance in Exodus xxiii. 15, and

Isaiah i. l4.-The tenn, which our translators have, in the

same 7th verse, rendered a half, in the margin they have

rendered a pa,·t; which we adopt as the right sense, for

the root signifies to divide any thing into parts, whether

equal or unequal.t

Looking at this common use of the terms, it may be

admitted, that the expression, time, times, and a part,

signifies three rounds of the annual appointed feasts, and

a part of a fourth,-that is three years, and an undefined

part of a third year. That this is its meaning is confirmed

by part of the explanation given, by the man clothed in

linen, to Daniel, as an answer to the question he put to

him. There are other particulars contained in that explana­

tion ; but, although it will make us depart a little from

the order of the verses, (a matter which will, in the sequel,

be found here of no injurious consequence,) we will first

direct our attention to the particular explanation respect­

ing the time, in the part of his answer, contained in the

llth and 12th verses.

In inquiring into the nature of that explanation, we

must advert to the eighth verse, which leads on to it, and

which is, " And I heard, and I understood not, and I said,

o my Lord, what shall be the latter end of these things ?"

* 1st S"ml1~1 x. 8.
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What Daniel understood not was the immediately pre­

ceding terms of the man clothed in linen, "it shall be for a

time, times, and a part; and when, in the finishing, the

power of the holy people is scattered abroad, all these

things shall be finished." He understood no part of

this answer; for his negation, in the eighth verse, excepts

no part of it. When, however, he received the answer

to his question, (verses 9-13,) he then understood the

whole; for he expressly tell us so, in the introduction of

the vision, in chapter x., verse 1st, where he says, "he

understood the thing, and had understanding of the

vision." We thus ascertain, clearly, that the days, num­

bered in the 1 lth and 12th verses, are equivalent to, and

an explanation of, the" time, times, and a part." Daniel,

although he did not understand what was meant by time,

times, and a part, understood what was meant by certain

numbers of days, and would most naturally understand

day, in the sense in which he himself uses the term, in the

introduction of the vision; to which we will presently

more particularly advert. Further :-it is to be observed,

that the question which he puts in this eighth verse,

" What shall be the latter end of these things?" has no

more reference, than the one in the sixth verse, to the time

that might intervene between the date of the vision and

that of its final accomplishment. It refers only to the

last things foreshewn. The term, which, in the eighth

verse, we have translated latter end, denotes, according to

Parkhurst, the hindermost, or extreme, parts. We shall

instance its occurrence in Job xlii. 12, where this is cer­

tainly its meaning: « So the Lord blessed the latter end

of Job more than his beginning." Daniel inquires, by

B b
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this question, then, into the particulars of he last el!ents

foreshewn to him, both in this vision, and in his two

visions of the 8th and 9th chapters,-the time of trouble

that was to end in the dispersion of his people, and the

destruction of the city and sanctuary. All doubt about

this point is dispelled by looking at a part of the answer

of the man clothed in linen to Daniel, in the 11th verse,
where the taking away the daily sacrifice, and the setting

up the abomination of desolation,-circumstances formerly

predicted as attending that destruction,~'- are clearly

recognised, by the man clothed in linen, as being among

the things concerning which Daniel questioned him. In

the 11th and 12th verses, then, we have an explanation

of the 7th verse, and especially of what length of time

is meant by the time, times, and a part.

The terms of the 11th and 12th verses are :-" And

from the time the daily sacrifice is caused to be taken away,

and to the setting up the abomination of desolation, a

thousand two hundred and ninety days. He is blessed,

that waiteth, and cometh to a thousand three hundred and

five and thirty days." It is here said, in the 11th verse,

that 1290 days should intervene between the taking away

the daily sacrifice and the setting up the abomination of

desolation. In the 12th verse, it is intimated, that the

duration of the time of trouble of the latter end should be

longer than the interval of 1290 days; for, that he should

be blessed, or happy, and so be delivered from trouble,­

not, who waited and came to the 1290 days, but who

* Daniel ix. 27.
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waited and came to 1335 days, or to 45 days more than

the 1290. The larger of these two numbers, then, com­

prehends the whole time of the events of the latter end,

regarding which Daniel made inquiry; and it literally

corresponds with the time, times, and a part, of the 7th

verse,-understanding one time to express a year; for in

1335 days, reckoning, according to the Jewish mode,

thirty days to a month, there are forty-four and a half

months,-or three years eight months and a half.

We have already observed, that there is a key given us,

in this last vision of Daniel, which opens up to us the

sense in which the word day is used in it; and that we

must here understand it, in its most common sense, for a

period of twenty-four hours, and not as representing a

year. Daniel, in prefacing the vision, uses the term da,!!

in its most ordinary acceptation, and says, "I was mourn­

ing three weeks of days ;"* and the man clothed in linen

uses it in the same sense, where he says, "the prince of

the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty

days;"t that is, as is clear from the context, during the

whole time of Daniel's mourning. This is the sense in

which the term da,!! is used, in these two places, by Daniel,

and by the man clothed in linen; and there is no indica­

tion whatever that the sense is afterwards changed in the

vision. In all places, then, where it is used in it, we

must surely take it in their senSe.

These observations seem conclusively to prove, that we

are here to understand the term day in its most common

* Daniel x. 2.

B b 2
t Danil'1 x. 13.
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sense. But there is yet another observation to be added

to these, which can leave no remaining doubt on the

point. The vision was granted to Daniel, to make him

understand the former revelations, made to him on the

same subject. This is its professed design, declared by

the man clothed in linen.* In the strictest accordance

with this design, he delivers the prophecy in plain and

popular language, and uses terms in their most popular

acceptation. There is, in the whole vision, very little of

figurative or typical language, like that so often used in

other prophecies, and in some of Daniel's former ones ;-as

in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, and in his own visions of the

four monarchies and of the ram and he-goat. We may

even say, there is no such language in this last vision,

excepting in the predictions of spiritual things; and even

in them, the figurative language used is that which had

been long established as popular among the Hebrews.

This last prophecy of Daniel is the plainest of the pro.

phecies in the Old Testament. Every thing in it is called

by its common, popular, name. The proper names of

countries, - Persia, Greece, Egypt, Chittim, Libya,

Ethiopia,-are simply expressed. A king, a kingdom,

a nation, armies, fortresses, walled cities, the sword, flame,

spoil, captivity, captives, horsemen, ships, gold, silver,

costly stones, treasures, flatteries, the covenant, the sanc­

tuary, the daily sacrifice, shame, contempt, knowledge,

righteousness-all these,-all things, we may say,-are

obviously to be understood in their most common

acceptation. The term day cannot be a solitary exception

• Daniel x. 11, 12, 14.
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to this uniform popular use of terms, throughout the

whole prophecy.

Let us see now, how, taking day to express a natural

day, this part of the prophecy was fulfilled, in the special

duration, and in some remarkable events, of the war which

ended in the dispersion of Daniel's people.

In the llth verse, it is foretold that 1290 days should

intervene between two remarkable events-the one, the

taking away of the daily sacrifice-and the other, the

setting up of the abomination of desolation. In the 12th

verse, it is foretold, that he should be blessed who should

wait and come to 1335 days. We see then, that there are

two eras marked respecting the 1290 days ;-one, from

which it is to commence, and one, with which it is to end.

- There is also an era of blessedness, marked for the con­

clusion of the longer time of 1335 days. That the shorter

time of 1290 days is comprehended in, and forms a part

of, the longer of 1335 days, appears sufficiently clear from

the whole order of the terms of Daniel's question, and the

answer to it.

The daily sacrifice was the sacrifice of a lamb every

morning, and another every evening, to be kept up as a

continual burnt offering, throughout the generations of the

Israelites, at the door of the tabernacle; or in the temple,

when this was afterwards built. A promise was given by

God, that, if they continued to celebrate this sacrifice, he

would meet with the children of Israel, and sanctify them

with his glory, and dwell among them, and be their God.*

" }~XOdU8 xxix. 38-45.
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A rite. rendered interesting by such a promise, was

naturally dear to the heart of every pious Israelite; and to

him it would be a great calamity that such a sacrifice

should fail. That it should fail, at the predicted destruc­

tion of his people, had been already announced to Daniel,

as we have seen, in the vision contained in his eighth

chapter/ and also in that contained in the ninth chapter.t

It did fail during the progress of the siege of Jerusalem

by the Romans, under Titus; and Josephus has preserved

the date of the occurrence, in the beginning of the second

chapter of the sixth book of the Wars. (C And now

Titus," say he, (C gave orders to his soldiers that were with

him, to dig up the foundations of the tower Antonia, and

make a ready passage for his army to come up, while he

himself had Josephus brought to him; for he had been

informed, that on that very day, which was the seventeenth

day of Panemus, the sacrifice, called (C the daily sacrifice,"

had failed, and had not been offered to God for want of

men to offer it, and that the people were grievously

troubled at it."

We are taught by Christ himself, what we are to under­

stand by " the abomination of desolation." With respect

to this point, we will give the illustration of Bishop

Newton. After quoting Christ's language, as thus given

by Matthew, "When ye therefore shall see the abomina­

tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand

in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand,)

then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains,":j:

• Daniel viii. 11. t Daniel ix. 27.*Matthew xxiv. JIi, lfi.
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Newton adds, "Whatever difficulty there is in these

words, it may be cleared up by the parallel place in

St. Luke xxi. 20, 21: 'And when ye shall see Jerusalem

compassed with armies, then know that the desolation

thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea flee

to the mountains: So that the abomination of desolation

is the Roman army."*

The Roman army compassed Jerusalem before the

failing of the daily sacrifice; whereas, from the order in

which the events are set down in Daniel, there might, at

first view, seem to be, in the vision, a prediction, that the

daily sacrifice should first be taken away. But we observe,

with respect to. this point, that there is nothing whatever

in the verbs of the sentence to indicate which of the events

should precede the other.-The interval of time between

them only is expressed.-The terms are literally, "And

from the time the daily sacrifice is caused to be taken away,

and to the setting up the abomination of desolation, a

thousand two hundred and ninety days." Thus, although

the daily sacrifice is first named, yet, as neither it, nor the

abomination of desolation, is connected with any future

tense of a verb, we are at liberty to reckon the interval of

time between the two events, abstractedly from any con­

sideration of the order of their occurrence.

We must interpret the words of Christ, when quoting

Daniel's terms here, as referring to the first time, after the

delivery of his prediction, when Jerusalem was compassed

in a hostile manner with armies. The first army that

* Dissel't. xix.
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compassed it, after that time, was that of Cestius Gallus,

the governor of Syria; who, after the seditious Jews,

under Eleazar, had treacherously slain the Roman garri.

son,* marched with a large force against it. The history

of his expedition is given by Josephus, in the nineteenth

chapter of the second book of the Wars. When he

approached Jerusalem, he first pitched his camp upon

Scopus, seven furlongs distant from the city; but after­

wards came into a part of it; and, having burnt the new

city, and the timber market, he pitched his camp over

against the royal palace. Thus the abomination of deso­

lation stood in the holy place. Cestius, through his own

mismanagement, failed to get possession of the city; and,

retiring suddenly from it, he was pursued and beaten by

the Jews. "This defeat," says Josephus, "happened on the

eighth day of the month Dius, in the twelfth year of the

reign of Nero." It was after this retreat of Cestius, that

"the time of trouble" of Daniel's people, properly speak­

ing, commenced; for then, but not till then, the great

body of the nation rose up in arms; and the war with the

Romans was maintained with great fury, till Jerusalem

was taken and destroyed by Titus.

We learn from history, then, both the time when the

Roman armies first compassed Jerusalem, at the com­

mencement of the time of trouble, and the time when the

daily sacrifice was taken away, The first was in the

month Dius of the Syro.l\Tacedonians, corresponding with

the Hebrew month l\1archesvan, and our month November,

* Josephns, Wars, ii. 17. 10.
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and, according to Dr. Hartwell Horne's "Chronological

Table," in the year 66 of the Christian Era.-The second

was in the month Panemus, corresponding with the

Hebrew Tamuz, and our July, and, according to the

same table, in the year 70 of the Christian Era.

It is to be observed, that the 1290 days of Daniel make

up 43 even great months of the Hebrews, of 30 days each;

and that it was their practice, in reckoning time, to set

down even years and months; although the time expressed

might not be exactly the even years, or months, but

nearer to them than to any other even years and months.

That this was their practice, when reckoning by years,

is evident from the statements of the lengths of the reigns

of the kings of J udall and Israel; and that it was so also,

in respect of months, we can refer to Judges xx. 47;

1st Samuel vi. 1; 2d Samuel vi. 11; 1st Kings xi. 16;

2d Kings xv. 8, and various other places.

Taking this practice of reckoning time into account,

and adverting also to the circumstance, that the 1290

days contain a precise number of even great months,­

that is exactly forty-three,-we perceive, that in the pro­

phecy, the interval, between the time when Jerusalem was

first compassed with armies, in the beginning of the

Jewish war, and the time when the daily sacrifice ceased,

is indicated with sufficient accuracy, in consistency with

the Hebrew usage in such a case. The interval of time,

between the two events, was, according to Josephus, forty­

three complete months, besides the fractional parts of the

two months, in which the events severally occurred.

In the 12th verse, they are pronounced to be blessed, or

happy, who waited and came to 1335 days. This more

c c



202

lengt.hened period contains forty. five days, or one Hebrew

great month and a half, more than the 1290 days. Now,

when we examine the history of the siege of Jerusalem,

we find, that, about a month and a half after the failing of

the daily sacrifice, the siege was finally ended, by Titus

getting sudden and unexpected possession of the last

strong hold of the besieged,-the upper city. 'When that

prince, after eighteen days' labour in raising the necessary

works, got his battering engines to act upon this last

defence of the Jews, Josephus informs us, that the

defenders were seized with an extreme panic, and that the

"tyrants" (the chiefs of the wicked factions who ruled the

city) "did now wholly deprive themselves of the security

they had in their own power, and came down from those

very towers of their own accord, wherein they could have

never been taken by force."-" They now left these

towers of themselves, or rather they were ejected out of

them by God himself." The Romans, he adds, "when

they had gotten upon the last wall, without any bloodshed,

could hardly believe what they found to be true."*

This last action, which finished the siege, took place on

the seventh day of the month Gorpieus,t which answers

to the Hebrew month Elul, and to our September; so

that there were forty-nine free days, between that on which

the daily sacrifice failed and that on which the city was

finally taken; a space of time nearer to a Jewish month

and a half, represented by the forty-five days of the Pro­

phet, than to either one month, or two months.

* Wars, vi. 3. 4--5. t Ibid.
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The differences between the respective times, foretold

by the Prophet, and indicated by the historian, are well

accounted for by the uniform practice of reckoning time

among the Hebrews, to which we have just referred. At

the same time, within the limits of that practice, there is a

close correspondence between the two longer periods of

the Prophet and historian, and the like between their two

shorter periods; whilst the difference between the longer

and the shorter of each is great. The Prophet and historian

agree, very closely, respecting the longer period, before

the taking away the daily sacrifice, and also respecting the

sborter one, after it; although the former is twenty-eight

times longer than the latter. This, in itself, affords a high

probability, that we have given the correct illustration of

the prophecy, as far as relates to the predicted time, and

that altogether independently of the predicted concomitant

circumstances. When we take these circumstances, also,

into account,-and we are next to direct our attention to

them,-the proof arising from them appears conclusive,

that the time, times, and a part, of the 7th verse, and the

1335 days of the 12th verse,-the latter divided into two

periods of 1290, and 45 days.-are predictions of the time

of the duration of the great war, which issued in the final

destruction of Jerusalem.

One of the circumstances is, tiM scattering abroad of the

power Of the holy people. It is predicted in the 7th verse,

that this scattering abroad should be completed, and that

all things foreshewn in this prophecy should be finished,

at the end of the time, times, and a part. It was at the

conclusion of a war, commencing in the last months of the

sixty-sixth year of the Christian Era, and ending in the

c c 2
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early autumnal months of the seventieth year of the same

era,-and thus continuing three yeal's and a part if a

fturth,-that the Jewish nation, Daniel's people, n,ere

mholly and finally dispersed, In the language of Christ

himself, they were "led away captiye into all nations:'1l

Jerusalem, in fulfilment of his prediction, has since

remained" trudden down of the Gentiles;" and although

the Jews, while thus completely scattered abroad,

have, contrary to what has ever taken place with regard

to any other nation under like circumstances, been pre­

served, by a signal providence, as a remarkably distinct

people, they have, till now, remained "without a king,

and without a prince, and without a sacrifice,"t in the

land which was once their own; and to which, by many

endearing ties, and stirring recollections, the whole nation,

for many generations, was fervently attached. Thus fully

were the predictions in the 7th verse fulfilled, when Jeru­

salem was taken by Titus.

In the 12th verse,-some terms of which we must

hold to be an explanation of the measure of time stated in

the 7th verse, otherwise the answer to Daniel's question

could not have given the information which he sought,­

there is a different circumstance predicted, as about to take

place, at the expiry of the time of trouble of the latter end.

It is predicted, that they should be blessed, who should wait

and come to the conclusion of that time. This might, at

first view, seem quite inconsistent with the other circum­

stance,-the complete dispersion of the holy people,-

~ Luke xxi. 24, t Hosea iii. 4.
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which, instead of being one of blessedness, is obviously

one of calamity and pain. But let LIS see how accurately

the prediction of blessedness, to those specially described

and characterized by the Prophet, was fulfilled, at the

same time with the prediction of calamity. We have the

highest authority for the evidence of this.

Before introducing that authority,-which describes a

spiritual blessedness,-we may observe, tllat, in a temporal

view, many were blessed, or happy, who survived, or came

to the end of the Jewish war. Titus, immediately on

getting possession of the upper city, extended his clemency

to the survivors. "He let such go free," says Josephus,

" as had been bound by the tyrants, and were left in the

prisons."* These, then, had waited, and had come to the

1335 days, and were happy in comparison with those who

miserably perished during the progress of the war. The

historian further says, in the same chapter, "Cresar gave

orders that they sllOuld kill none but those that were in

arms, and opposed them, but should take the rest alive:'

In short, the terrors and slaughters of the war were

instantly abated, upon the taking of the upper city by the

Romans--The time of trouble then ended.

But in an infinitely higher sense were they blessed, who

were of the "remnant of Israel according to the election

of grace," and maintained their fidelity to their Heavenly

Master, amidst the privations, and terrors, and temptations,

of that fearful time of trouble. Christ, after warning his

followers of the calamities of that time, and of the per-

• Wars, vi.!t. 1.
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secutions, and sufferings, and temptations to which they

should be exposed, pronounced the highest of all blessings

on those that should continue faithful under them. "He

that shall endure unto the end," said he, "the same shall

be saved."* Unquestionably this is his promise to the

faithful, and obedient, and persevering, in all ages of his

church; but, comprehended, as it is, in his prediction of

the destruction of Jerusalem, it has a special reference to

those who should endw'e under the trials peculiar to the

last great war, in which that city was to be trodden down.

These trials, he intimated, should be very severe. He

said, " There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,

and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that

(if it were possible) they shall deceive the very elect."t

He forewarned his followers also, that they should not

escape sufferings, during that time of trouble: "Except

those days should be shortened," said he, "there should

no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall

be shortened."i

Our Saviour's promise to the enduring, that they should

be saved, seems another reference, in his own prediction, to

the terms of Daniel.-" He that shall endure unto the

end, the same shall be saved," seems a parallelism to the

terms of the prophet, "He is blessed that waiteth and

cometh to 1335 days." Christ's terms, in Matthew, are

followed, in the succeeding verse, by a direct reference to

the end of the Jewish nation, and after that by the pro­

fessed quotation from Dalliel.-The same terms, in Mark,

* Matthew xxiv. Ii). Matthew xxiv. 24.
t Matthew xxii'. 22.
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are immediately followed by the quotation from Daniel.

We have to observe also that the term, translated n:aiteth,

in Daniel, has obviously, in other parts of Scripture, the

full and deep import of the term endureth, as used in

the promise of our Saviour; as, for instance, in Isaiah

xxx. 18, "The Lord is a God of judgment; blessed are

all they that wait for him;" where to wait means evidently

to continue faithful, or, in our Saviour's sense, to endure.

How completely, then, was the Prophet's prediction

fulfilled, both in a temporal and spiritual sense? They

who survived the last assault of Jerusalem had their lives

spared by the clemency of the enemy; and infinitely more

blessed were the Christian converts, who adhered to their

faith amidst the sufferings and trials of the time cftrouble.

They had their Saviour's promise that they should be

saved.

In concluding these illustrations of the Prophet's predic­

tions regarding the length of a particular time, we observe,

that our Saviour's terms intimate to us, in the plainest

manner, that the length of time, during which the

troubles, he foretold, should continue, would form an

important element of these troubles, in reference to the

condition, and ultimate escape, of the elect. "For the

elect's sake," says he, "these days shall be shortened."

His words give a deep import to the particular length of
the time, shewing, that it was worthy to be made a special

subject of prophecy. That prophecy, after our Saviour's

explanation of it to his disciples, may have enabled them

to take measures for their own safety, with a correct

reference to the length of time, during which they were

exposed to danger and trial, and thus have been of great
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benefit to them, in a temporal view; while its remarkable

fulfilment would be one means of strengthening their

faith, and stimulating them to that continued Christian

endurance, to which the Saviour promised salvation.

With the view of bringing together, into one place, all

the illustrations we have to offer, in regard to the predicted

length of time; we have considered the 7th and 8th, and

the llth and 12th verses, in connection with each other,

passing, for a time, over the 9th and 10th verses. We

now return to the consideration of these verses; in which

we shall find predictions of very important circumstances,

that took place, during the time oj trouble of the great

Jewish war. Our illustrations of these will manifest; still

more, the correctness of the application, of this whole

latter part of the prophecy, to that time.

Although Daniel himself understood the vision, yet it

was not to be understood by others; till towards its final

accomplishment; for the man clothed in linen said to him,

in the 9th verse, "Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are

shut up, and sealed, to the time of the end."

This is a repetition of the prediction in the preceding

4th verse, where Daniel was enjoined to (C shut up the

words, and seal the book; to the time of the end:' In

the language of other prophets, words, or a book, shut up

or sealed; are words, or a book, which cannot be read or

understood; as becomes evident by a reference to Isaiah

xxix. 9-12.-This is a prediction, then, that this particular

part of the prophecy, at least down from the 4th verse,

should not be understood, till at, or near, the time of its

fulfilment. We have satisfactory evidence that this

actually took place. We have already referred to the
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ignorance of the Apostles regarding the meaning of this

part of the prophecy, till Christ himself explained it to

them, on occasion of their calling his attention to the

strong buildings of the temple; and their ignorance in the

matter, we may take as a correct indication of that of their

countrymen in general. The subject of this verse is,

however, partly continued in the next one, and presented,

there, with more circumstances. We shall therefore pro­

ceed to that verse, without going here into more detail Oil

this particular point.

V. 10th. "Many shall be made clean, and shall be

made white, and shall be refined; and the wicked shall do

wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, and

they that cause to be wise shall understand."

'Who the many were, that, in fulfilment of this predic­

tion, were, at the time of the end of the Jewish nation,

made clean, and white, and refined, we have no difficulty

in discovering. In the language of the Apostle Paul, the

sincere converts to the Christian faith, "were washed, and

sanctified, and justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus,

and by the spirit of our God:';' We as readily discover

who tIle wicked were, that, at the same time, in fulfilment

of the prediction in the next clause of the verse, did

wickedly. While there was a '<remnant of Israel accord­

ing to the election of grace," "the rest were blinded,"t

" to fill up their sins alway."t But we need not repeat

the accounts of the wickedness of that generation of the

unbelieving Jews, which we have received from Christ

.. 1st Corinthians vi. II. t Romans xi. 5-7.
t 1st 'l'hrssalonians ii. Hi,

D d
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himself, from John the Baptist and Paul, and from their

own historian, Josephus.

As these men were 1vicked, so also, at this time, none of

them understood this prophecy of Daniel, and the other pro­

phecies contained in the scripture of truth, which foretold

the dispersion of their nation. Even down to the last

stages of the siege of Jerusalem, they understood not these

divine oracles; but they put faith in the false prophets,

who, in fulfilment of Christ's prediction, appeared in great

numbers, during the course of the war. Josephus informs

us, that after Titus had taken the second wall of J eru­

salem, and made preparation for assaulting the third, he

made overtures to the besieged, promising them safety

upon their surrender :-" in answer to which, the seditious

cast reproaches upon Cresar himself, and upon his father

also;" and said, "that this temple would be preserved by

him who inhabited therein.""" In another place, the same

historian, after having given a fearful description of the

slaughter of the besieged, at the capture and burning of

the temple, adds, "A false prophet was the occasion of

these people's destruction, who had made a public pro­

clamation in the city that very day, that God commanded

them to get up upon the temple, and that they should

receive miraculous signs of their deliverance. Now, there

was then a great number of false prophets suborned by

the tyrants to impose upon the people, who announced

this to them, that they should wait for deliverance from

God."-" Thus were the miserable people persuaded by

these deceivers, and such as belied God himself."t

* Wars, v. II. 2. t Wal's, vi. 5. 2-3.
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"And they that cause to be wise shall understand."

We have all·eady seen that the terms, the!! that cause to be

'/Vise, form a highly appropriate designation of the

Apostles, and first teachers of Christianity. Christ him­

self had forewarned them of the approaching destruction

of the city and temple, and plainly instructed them regard­

ing the signs that should precede and accompany the

calamitous war, and the final dispersion of the Jewish

people. In doing this, he had, in express terms, referred

them to this last vision and prophecy of Daniel, and

taught them to understand it. Accordingly, when the

signs appeared, they remembered his warning and fled

from that" distress" and" wrath,"* which came upon the

unbelieving and wicked people; so that, as has been

already stated, not one Christian is known to have perished

during the whole progress of the war. Thus closely,

with respect to every predicted circumstance, concomitant

with the setting up of the abomination of desolation, the.

taking arlJa!! of the dail!! sacrifice, and tlte complete scatteri7/{/

abroad of tlte holy people, was this part of Daniel's pro­

phecy fulfilled, in the commencement, progress, and con­

clusion of the great war, carried on by the Romans against

the Jews, and ended by the former, under Titus, getting

possession of, and destroying Jerusalem.

In the conclusion of our illustration of these last pre­

dictions, we present some additional considerations, which,

in our view, compel us to reject any application of this

last chapter of Daniel to the general resurrection, by their

* Luke xxi. 2:t

Il d 2
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siege and destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. The taking

mvay of the daily sa.crijice is four times predicted in the three

last visions of Daniel,-once in the vision of the viii. chap­

ter, (verse llth)-once in that of the ix. chapter, (verse

27th)-and twice in the last vision, namely, in the 31st

verse of the xi. chapter, and in the 11 th verse of the xii.

chapter. The most approved commentators have proved, in

a highly satisfactory manner, that the predictions of taking

wvay the daily sacrifice, in the viii. and ix. chapters, were

fulfilled by its failure during the siege of Jerusalem by

Titus; and, in fact, the circumstances predicted in both

chapters, in conjunction with it-the destruction of the

mighty and the holy people, in the viii. chapter (verse

24th)-and the destruction of the city and sanctuary in

the ix. chaptet· (verse 26th), can be understood only of the

destruction effected by the Romans. The prediction of

taking aIVay the sacrifice, in the 31st verse of the xi. chap­

ter, has very different conditions accompanying it. In

that passage, there is no prediction of any destruction. On

the contrary, it is there predicted, that the sanctuary

should be only polluted, not destroyed; and that, in the

falls, the persecuted people should be holpen-that is

delivered, or saved,-by the ltelp of a feIV; and that refin­

ing, and making clean, and white, should follow. All

this implies only a temporary ceasing o/'the dail!! sacrifice;

and the whole conditions of the prediction were completely

fulfilled, bythe temporary suppression of it, which occurred

during the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes; as we have

already shewn. In the cases of these three several pre­

dictions, the soundest principles of interpretation direct us
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to a fulfilment of the prophecies in a literal suppres­

sion of the daily sacrifice, on the altar, in the temple at

Jerusalem. We cannot be pelomitted to interpret the

prediction of the taking amay of the daily sacrifice, in the

11th verse of the xii. chapter, as if the terms, there, had a

different meaning from what they have elsewhere in the

same Prophet; and, in one instance, in the same prophecy.

We must interpret them, there also, as foreshewing a

literal suppression if the daily sacrifice, on the altar,

in the temple at Jerusalem. The accompanying con­

ditions, there predicted,-which are the setting up of the

abomination of desolation, and the scattering abroad of the

pomer of the holy people,-indicate the special fulfilment in

the siege and destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans;

for on our Saviour's authority, we learn, that the former

condition was then fulfilled ;* and his prediction, that the

Jews should then be led away captive into all nations,t

and its clear historical fulfilment, prove, that the latter con­

dition, also, was fulfilled at the same time.

There is one verse of this last vision of Daniel, which

yet remains to be taken notice ot: The man clothed in

linen, having "made him understand what should befal

his people in the latter days,"::: addressed to Daniel him­

self a most gracious promise, and said, verse 13th : " And

go thou thy way to the end, and thou shalt rest, and shalt

stand in thy portion, at the end of the days:'

There can be no doubt, that the terms of this verse have

tended, with some other terms to be found in this twelfth

.. Matthclv xxiv. 14, and 1\1,,,,k xiii. 14.

*Daniel x. 1·1.
t Luke xxi. 24.
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chapter, to lead commentators into the belief, that the

whole of it applies to the general resurrection. We have

seen that the other terms, which, no doubt, have more

particularly had a tendency to that effect,-which are in

the second verse, and express a wakening of those that

sleep in the dust of the earth,-admit of another and a

very important application; and were fulfilled, in close

continuity, in respect of time, with the other events fore­

told in this vision, in that most memorable of all the events

which have yet occurred in the world,-the promulgation

of pardon, and reconciliation, and sanctification, and

assurance of eternal life, by Jesus Christ, to those who

will believe and obey him. All the other circumstances

predicted in this chapter, down to this last verse, had, as

we have seen, an equally clear fulfilment, in events that

occurred in a like close and continuous order; so that the

terms of the verse now stand alone, in seeming to point to

the general resurrection, by the assurance to Daniel, that

he should rest and stand in his portion, at the end of the

days.

But it is only in our language that the terms seem to do

so. In that, indeed, it appears implied, that Daniel

should stand up, or rise,from a state of rest, at the end of

the days. The original term, however, which is translated

stand, does not imply any change from one condition, or

position, to another. It has not the sense, to rise up.

Pike translates it, to stand, to stand still,' and Parkhurst,

to continue, to subsist, be sustained or supported, in the same

condition, rvltether if rest or motion, to stand, stana still,

stay, remain; and produces various examples of its use in

these senses; for which we refer to him.
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The promise made to Daniel, then, was, that his lot, or

portion, should continue sure to him, notwithstanding the

great calamities that should overtake his people. It was

an assurance that the calamities should not affect him. He

already possessed information, that gave him the know­

ledge of what his ultimate portion would be. In the

vision of the seventy weeks, he had been pronounced, by

Gabriel, to be greatly beloved;'" and the man clothed in

linen, who delivered to him the prophecy of this last

vision, had twice declared him to be a man greatly

beloved;t and had said to him, "fear not, peace be unto

thee."; He knew, that peace is the end of the upright

man,§ whose inheritance, or portion, is for ever.1I He had

been overwhelmed with grief, even to fainting and sick­

ness, upon the first announcement to him of the destruction

of the holy people, in the vision of the eighth chapter ;~

and to console him under the contemplation of the affiict­

ing end of that people, still more circumstantially revealed

to him, in this his last vision, the merciful assurance was

given to himself, which is contained in the thirteenth

verse,-that his own lot or portion woulU. remain to him,

unaffected by the wrath which was to overtake others.

He had been carried captive into a strange land in his

early years;** and possessed no lot with his own people,

in the earthly land of their inheritance; yet he manifested

the deepest interest in their well-being, aud adhered with

signal fidelity to their divine faith, and institutions, and

laws, in the midst of the luxurious and idolatrous courts,

* Daniel ix. 23.
§ Psalm xxxvii. 37.

t Daniel x. 11 and HI.
II Ibid. verse 18.

** Daniel i. :i, fi.

t Daniel x. 19.
~r Daniel viii. 27.
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in which he was conversant, and under the fearful trials

he sometimes underwent there; and this assurance, given

him in his old age, would enable him, with the excellent

forefathers of his people, to die in the faith-that his por­

tion would be in a better and heavenly country.*

In the conclusion of these illustrations, we will now

proceed to shew, how all this which was predicted to

Daniel by the man clothed in linen, agrees with the things

which were already (( noted in the scripture of truth."t

This part of our subject would admit of a lengthened

illustration; but we will confine our attention to a few of

the more striking points in it. Our observations on these

will tend, in a high degree, to confirm the justness of the

whole view we have takell of the latter part of the pro­

phecy, and its fulfilment.

The man clothed in linen said to Daniel, "Now I am

come to make thee understand what shall befal thy people

in the latterdays."i The term, here translated latter, is that

which, in many other passages of Scripture, requires to be

translated latter end,. as we have already instanced in

Job xlii. 12, where its meaning cannot be misunderstood.

It is the term used by Daniel, in his question, in the

eighth verse of the twelfth chapter, "what shall be the

latter end of these things?" Both the man clothed in

linen and Daniel would seem, in using this term, to have

referred to that passage in the last Song of Moses, in

which the calamities of the Jewish nation,-inflicted by

the Roman armies,-and their final dispersion, are so

• Hebrews xi. 13, 16.*Daniel x. 14.
t Dan'iel x. Ill.



obviously foretold.· Moses uses the term both in the

beginning of the passage, and at its conclusion :-" When

the Lord saw it," (that is, their impiety and forgetfulness

of him,) "he abhorred them, because of the provoking of

his sons and of his daughters. And he said, I will hide

my face from them, I will see what their end shall be."t

The term here translated end, in the words of Moses, is,

in the original, the one referred to; and he employs it

again in the earnest prayer for the well-being of his

people, with which, in the succeeding 29th verse, he

closes up the prediction of their calamities :-"Oh ! that

they were wise, that they understood this; that they

would consider their latter end !"

Moses, in some of his terms, in this prediction,

characterises the generation, wlwse calamities he foretells,

in accordance with the character given af it by Daniel:­

C( They are a very froward generation, children in whom

is no faith."t "They are a nation void of counsel,

neither is there any understanding in them."§ How

closely does this agree in sense with the predictions of

Daniel, " The wicked shall do wickedly, and none of the

wicked shall understand?" The calamities, foretold by

Moses, in this passage, also well agree with the unex­

ampled trouble predicted by Daniel, and with the

destruction of the holy people, and of the city and sanc­

tuary, by hostile armies. "The sword without," says

Moses, "and terror within, shall destroy both the young

man and the virgin, the suckling also, and the man of

• Deuteronomy xxxii. 19-29.
*Dent. xxxii. 20.

E e

t Dett!. xxxii. 19, 20.
§ Deut. xxxii. 28.
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gray hairs."* The dispersion, also, is here foretold by

him, in terms as descriptive of its completeness, as those

of Daniel :-" I said, I would scatter them into corners,
I would make the remembrance of them to cease from

among men; "rere it not that I feared the wrath of the

enemy, lest their adversaries should behave themselves

strangely, and lest they should say, Our high hand, and

not the Lord, hath done this."t In the long prediction of

Moses, in the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, of

the future calamities that should befal the Israelites on

account of their sins,-and which, all have agreed, refers

chiefly to the final calamities, inflicted on them by the

Roman armies, as it concludes with saying, they should

be brouflllt into Eflypt aflain in ships, which occurred to

the prisoners taken by Titus,-the dispersion is also pre­

dicted, and the same term employed to express it that is

used by Daniel; "The Lord shall seatter thee among all

people, from the one end of the earth even unto the

other"-(verse 64.) In the same chapter, also, there is

another prediction, which, we believe, cannot be shewn to

have been literally fulfilled, but in the instance of Herod

the Great, and his family. It is in the 43d and 44th

verses :-" The stranger that is within thee shall get up

above thee very high; and thou shalt come down very

low. He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to

him: He shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail."

Herod, a descendant of the Idumeans, whose fathers, in the

terms of Daniel, "knew not God," was a stranger within

• Dent. xxxii. 25. t Dent. xxxii. 26, 27, mal'ginall'ending•



~19

the Jewish community, outwardly professing their reli­

gion, and enjoying the privileges of their nation. His

father, Antipater, was very rich.* He himself became

their sovereign head, and drew into his treasuries all their

wealth; so that, upon occasion of a famine in the land,

they had no means of making provision against the

calamity, but by the money he advanced to them, for that

purpose.t As Herod flot up abo'/)() them 'Der!} hiflh, so the!}

came down ver!} lo'1/); for as his elevation was obtained by

the favour of the Romans, that artful people secured,

through him, such an influence over Judea, that, soon

after his death, they were enabled quietly to reduce it to

the form of a province.:/:

It would be only to repeat what is already ably demon­

strated by many writers, and is fully known and acknow­

ledged, were we to shew, in detail, that the Scripture of

truth contains predictions of other infinitely more impor­

tant events, predicted also in the last vision of Daniel-the

advent of Christ-the deliverance he wrought for man­

kind-the divine knowledge he communicated-his

addressing himself first to the Jews-and the calling of

the Gentiles. Besides, this branch of the subject is, in

particular, infinitely too extensive and important, to admit

of a suitable detail, in this short essay; and we refrain

from entering into it at large. But there is another signal

prophecy of Moses, so remarkably agreeing, in its tenor,

with the first verses of Daniel's twelfth cIlapter, as now

interpreted, that we will refer very briefly to the agree-

* Josephus' Antiq. xiv. 1, 3. t Josephus' Antiq. xv. 9.
t Josephus' Wars, ii. 8.
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ments. It is the prophecy in the eighteenth chapter of

Deuteronomy, in the eighteenth and nineteenth verses;

which is quoted by both the Apostle Peter, and Stephen,

as a prediction of Christ.* "I will raise them up a Pro­

phet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will

put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto

them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to

pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words,

which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him."

We perceive at once,-that the "Prophet, raised up

among their brethren," corresponds with" Michael the

great Prince, who standeth for the children of Daniel's

people ;"-that the threatening, "whosoever will not

hearken unto my words, which he shall speak in my

name, I will require it of him," agrees with the predic­

tion of« a time of trouble ;"-and that the announcement,

" I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak

unto them all that I shall command him," agrees with the

predictions, in Daniel, of great light, and increase of

knowledge.

In another Section, we will briefly present, by them­

selves, some interesting results, arising from the whole

tenor of these illustrations•

.. Acts iii. 22; and vii. 37.



SECTION VI.

CONTENTs.-Great number of close agreements, between the
latter part of the prophecy and a continuous train of events recorded
in history.-Tabular view of the agreements.-They are too numerous
to be the results of chance.-The explanation of Porphyry, and other
adversaries of the Christian Faith, inadmissible here; for Christians
and Jews could not have combined to add this part to Daniel, after
the events took place.-The prophecy thus conclusively proves itself
to be a revelation of God.

IT will be readily allowed, that a very high presumption

in favour of the justness of the foregoing illustrations,

arises out of the circumstance, that all the events, which

we have indicated, as forming the fulfilment of the latter

part of Daniel's last vision, run on, in succession to each

other, in the known continuous order of history. In that

order, the successive events agree with the successive

terms of the prophecy most closely,-and so uniformly and

consistently, that there is not one predictive clause in the

prophecy, to which we have not found some important

event, or circumstance, very accurately corresponding.

The number of the agreements is great, even regarding

the limited part of the prophecy which it has been our

business to illustrate.* On that circumstance there

• The agreements, between the predictions, in the former part of this
prophecy, and a regularly successive train of signal events and circum.
stances in history, are about as numerous as the like agreements, relating
to this latter part of it; as may be perceived, on reckoning them up, as
illustrated in lJishop Newton's xvi. Dissertation.



depends a result of importance, to which we would now

direct attention; but as the greatness of the number is not

very readily estimated, with accuracy, on reading over

the illustrations in detail, we will first, to exhibit it in a

clear view, present the terms of Daniel, and the events by

which the prophecy was fulfilled, in a tabular form­

marking them in succession, by corresponding numbers:_

DANIEL XI. 31.

1. And arms, from him, shall
stand,

2. and they shall pollute the
sanctuary of strength,

3. and they shall cause the
daily sacrifice to be taken away,

4. and they shall place the
abomination that maketh desolate.

5. And such as do wickedly in
the covenant shall he cause to pol­
lute, by flatteries;

6. and the people that do know
their God shall be strong, and do

exploits.

7. And they that cause to be
wise of the people shall instruct

many;

FULFILMENT.

1. Antiochus Epiphanes sent
into Judea, under his chief col­
lector of taxes, a military force,
which succeeded in getting pos­
session of Jerusalem, and the
whole country,

2. and offered sacrifices on the
idol altar, which was upon the
altar of God,

3. and, by command of Antio­
chus, suppressed the Jewish sacri­
fices,

4. and established a heathen
garrison in the city of David.

5. Antiochus, by his promises
and favours, seduced many Jews,
to join in heathen rites;

6. but part of the priests and
people, especially the family of
the Maccabees, resisted his in­
fluence and authority, and per­
formed great achievements in
defence of their revealed religion.

7. And Mattathias, a priest,
and other legal teachers of the
Jewish people, by their animating
exhortations, and courageous ex­
ample, encouraged many to be
faithful to the law of God;



DANIEL XI.

8. and they shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity,
and by spoil, for days.

9. And in the falls, they shall
be holpen,

10. by the help of a few;

11. and many shall cleave to
them with flatteries.

12. And some of them that
cause to be wise shall fall,

13. to refine by them, and to
make clean, and to make white,

14. till the time of the end;

15. for this shall continue to
an appointed time.

16. And the king

FULFILMENT.

8. and during the struggle in
defence of their faith, many of the
Jews fell, and suffered by all the
calamities of war, for several
years.

9. The Jews at length effected
their religious liberty, and reo
stored the Mosaic law and ritual,

10. through the exertions of
the small armies of the Macca­
bees;

11. and then the contending
kings of Syria, the king of Egypt,
and the more distant Romans,
made hollow and flattering treaties
with them.

12. And some of the Macca­
bees, and of the Asmonean family
their descendants, who possessed
the high priesthood and sove­
reignty, in one person, fell by
violence, or were denuded of
their authority;

13. but by their influence and
example the purity of the Jewish
worship was restored;

14. although some of thcm
continued to fall by violence, or
to be deposed, till the end of
their sovereignty;

15. for that sovereignty was at
length finally cut off, by the ex­
tinction of the male descendants
of the family.

16. At the time of the end
of that family, Herod the Great
became The King of the Jews,
independently of the priestly au­
thority;



DANIEL XI.

17. shall do accordiug to his

will ;

18. and he shall exalt and mag­
nify himself above every God,

19. and shall speak marvellous
things concerning the God of

gods,
20. and shall flourish till wrath

is complete; for a short work
shall be done.

21. And to the god of his
fathers he shall have no regard,

22. and to conjugal affection,
and to every God he shall have no
regard; for he shall magnify him­
self above all.

23. And, for his establish­

ment,

24. he shall honour fortresses
to God:

25. and to God, whom his
fathers knew not,

26. he shall honour them with
gold, and with silver, and with
costly stones, and with precious
things.

27. And he shall do like things
in walled fortresses,

FULFILMENT.

17. for he obtained the kingly
power by military conquest, and
was a most arbitrary and cruel
tyrant,

18. and as impious as cruel;

19. yet, to flatter the Jews, he
could speak reverently of the
God of heaven;

20. and his reign continued
down to the time of that wicked
generation, which rejected the
Saviour.

21. His fathers were Idumeans,
and he did not worship their god.

22. He put to death his beloved
wife Mariamne, and all her kin­
dred of the family of the Asmo­
neans-the high priests, and for­
mer sovereigns.

23. Although exceedingly im­
pious, yet, for his security on the
throne,

24. he rebuilt the temple of
God at Jerusalem, converting it
into a fortress, which he held with
a garrison, to overawe the Jews in
the midst of their religious ser.
vices;

25. and thus to God, whom his
fathers, being Idumeans, knewnot,

26. he built a temple, with
stones more. large and costly than
those in Solomon's temple, and
adorned it in the richest manner.

27. And such was his great im­
piety, that while he did this, he,
at the same time, built many
walled cities, in honour of Augus­
tus Cresar,



DANIEL Xl.

28. with a strange god,

29. whom he shall acknow­
ledge and increase with glory;

30. and he shall cause them
to have power in multitudes,

31. and shall parcel out the
land in hire.

32. (And in the time of the
end,

33. a king of the south shall

push

3~. with him ;

35. and a king of the north
shall come upon him like a whirl­
wind,

36. with chariots, and with
horsemen,

37. and with many ships,

38. and he shall enter into the
countries, and shall overflow and
pass over.

39. And he shall enter into
the glorious land,

FliLFILMENT.

28. and in them reared like

magnificent temples, dedicated to
the Emperor a;; a divinity,

29. whom he addressed by
every impious form of flattery;

30. and, for his own additional
security, he filled these fortresses
with numerous garrisons of his
old soldiers,

3 L whom he rewarded, by
dividing among them the neigh.
bouring lands.

32. During the reign of Herod,
and in time of the end of the
Grreco-Egyptian kingdom,

33. Cleopatra and Mark An­
tony made war upon Augustus
Cresar, commanding for the
Senate of Rome;

34. Herod, at first, aiding
Cleopatra and Antony;

35. and Augustus made a
rapid conquest of his enemies,

36. fighting some actions with
cavalry, although none with in­
fantry,

37. gaining the decisive naval
victory of Actium,

38. and, in less than a year
after that victory, overrunning
that part of the Roman republic
eastward of the Adriatic Gulph,
in Europe and Asia, and also
Cyrenaica, in Africa.

39. Augustus, both going to,
and returning from, Egypt,
passed with his army through
Judea;

}' f



DANIEL Xl.

40. and many countries shall
be overthrown ;

41. and these shall escape out
of his hand, Edom, and Moab,
and the chief of the children of
Ammon.

42. And he shall stretch forth
his hand upon the countries, and
the land of Egypt shall not escape.

43. And he shall have power
over the treasures of the gold,
and silver, and over all the pre­
cious things of Egypt;

44. and the Libyans,

45. and Ethiopians, shall be at
his steps.)

46. And tidings out of the
east

47. and out of the north shall
trouble him;

FULFILMENT.

4O. and he speedily got pos
session of all the kingdoms tribu­
tary to the Roman republic;

41. but he did not enter into
the countries of the mingled peo­
ple of Arabia; and the expedition,
he afterwards sent, under lElius
Gallus, to subdue them, utterly
failed.

42. He, however, reduced
Egypt, and its dependencies, to
the form of a Roman province;

43. and got possession of all
the accumulated treasures of the
family of the Lagidre; although
Cleopatra once meditated carry­
ing them away in a fleet by the
Red Sea, and afterwards burning
them with herself.

44. The possession of Cyre­
naica and Egypt opened the way
for the arms of Augustus into
Inner Libya, and Ethiopia, which
he took advantage of to subdue
the Garamantes,-a Libyan na­
tion,

45. and Candace,-the queen
of Ethiopia.

46. Herod and all Jerusalem
with him were troubled by the
tidings of the wise men from the
east;

47. and, about the same time,
Herod mmself was troubled hy
accounts, from Rome, of the con­
spiracy of his son Antipater
against him, and of the undutiful
behaviour of two others of his
sons.



DANIEL XI.

48. and he shall go forth, with
great fury,

49. to destroy, and utterly to
make away many.

50. And he shall plant his
royal dwelling-places between the
seas, in the glorious holy moun­
tain;

51. and he shall come to his
end, and none shall help him.

DANIEL Xli. 1.

FULFILMENT.

48. When he saw that he was
mocked of the wise men, he was
exceeding wroth,

49. and sent forth, and slew all
the children that were in Beth­
lehem, and in all the coasts
thereof. In fits of fury, also, he
slew his own son Antipater, and
burnt alive forty Jews; and he
left the inhuman order, with his
sister Salome and her husband,
to put all the principal men of
Judea to death, as soon as he ex­
pired.

50. The wise men from the
east, according to Matthew, found
Herod at Jerusalem, where he
had built two splendid palaces,
one of them overawing the tem­
ple, and communicating with it
by a subterranoous passage.

51. Herod soon after died,
having, in vain, had recourse to a
multitude of remedies, to miti.
gate his painful and loathsome
disease.

FULFILMENT.

52. And at that time Michael
shall stand,

52. Jesus was born in Beth­
lehem, in the days of Herod the
king,

53. the great Prince, who 53. and proclaimed the bless-
standeth for the children of thy ings of salvation, in the first
people; instance, to the Jews;

54. and there shall be a time 54. and because their rulers
of trouble, such as never was and the people would not hear, but
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DANIEL XII.

since there was a nation, to that
time;

55. and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, all found writ­
ten in the book.

56. And many that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life,

57. and some to everlasting
shame and contempt.

58. And they that cause to be
wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament;

59. and they that cause many
to be righteous,

60. as the stars for ever and
ever.

FULFlL~IENT •

rejected and crucificed him, the
nation was overwhelmed with un­
exampled calamities, which Jesus
himself predicted, in terms similar
to those of Daniel, in this clause;

55. but the" remnant, accord­
ing to the election of grace,"
who believed in him, were saved
from their sins, and also from the
temporal calamities, which befel
their unbelieving countrymen.

56. And many that were dead
in trespasses and sins awoke, at
the preaching of Christ, to the
joyful hope of pardon, and sanc­
tification, and a blessed resurrec­
tion from the dead, through his
merits, and atonement, and inter.
cession, and to newness of life;

57. and others, who awoke to
see the light, which he brought
into the world, either" shut their
eyes against the light, because
their deeds were evil," or refused
to acknowledge him, for fear of
the Jewish rulers.

58. The Apostles of Christ,
instructed by himself, and en­
lightened by the Holy Ghost,
became the great lights of the
moral world, as the luminaries of
the firmament are of the natural,

59. and converted many to
righteousness,

60. and still continue, and will
continue, to do so, by their writ­
ings, which make clear to sinful
and perishing men, the path to
immortality.



DANIEL XII.

61. And thou, Daniel, shut
up the words, and seal the book,
to the time of the end;

62. many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased.

And I, Daniel, looked, and,
behold, there stood other two,
one on one bank of the river,
and one on tbe other bank of the
river.

63. And said to the man
clothed in linen, who was upon
the waters of the river, How long
shall be the end of these won­
ders?

And I heard the man clothed
in linen, who was upon the waters
of the river, and he held up his
right hand and his left hand unto
heaven, and sware by him that
liveth for ever, that it shall be for
a time, times, and a part;

64. and when, in the finishing,
the power of the holy people is
scattered abroad, all these things
shall be finished.

And I heard, and I understood
not: and I said, 0 my Lord, what
shall be the latter end of these

things?

FULFILMENT.

6 I. This part of the last pro­
phecy of Daniel, as is clear from
the remarks of the Apostles re­
garding the temple, was not un­
derstood, till Christ explained it
to them, near the time of its full
accomplishment;

62. but, before that full ac­
complishment, the Apostles, and
first Christian teachers, went
into all the world, and preached
the gospel to every creature; thus
spreading heavenly knowledge
everywhere.

(This verse is merely descrip­
tive of the outward appearances
of the vision, and contains no
prediction.)

63. The great war, carried on
by the Romans against the Jewish
nation, which ended in the final
overthrow of the latter, lasted
three years and a part of a fourth
year ;

64. at the end of which time,
the Jews were "led away captive
into all nations," and have ever
since remained dispersed.
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DANIEL XU.

And he said, Go thy way,
Daniel; for the words are shut
up and sealed to the time of the
end.

65. Many shall be made clean,
and shall be made white, and shall
be refined;

66. and the wicked shall do
wickedly;

67. and none of the wicked
shall understand,

68. and they that cause to be
wise shall understand.

69. And from the time the
daily sacrifice is caused to be
taken away, and to the setting up
the abomination of desolation, a
thousand two hundred .and ninety
days.

70. He is blessed, that wait.
eth, and cometh to the thousand
three hundred and five and thirty
days.

FULFILMENT.

(This is a repetition of the
prediction in the 4th verse.)

65. The Christian converts
"were washed, and sanctified,
and justified, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of
our God," 1st Cor. vi. n.-The
sincerity of their faith, also, un­
derwent a severe trial, during the
hardships and temptations of the
war.

66. And the unbelieving Jews
"filled up their sins alway;"
(1st Thess. ii. 16.)

67. and none of them under­
stood this prophecy, or the other
prophecies regarding the destruc­
tion of their city, even down to
the end of the siege.

68. But the Apostles, and first
Christians, understood this pro­
phecy, having had it especially
explained to them by Christ.

69. Between the time when
Cestius Gallus attacked Jerusa­
lem with his army, when the war
became national, and the time
when the daily sacrifice ceased,
there intervened forty-three com­
plete months. (See the fore­
going illustrations.)

70. About a month and a half
after the ceasing of the daily
sacrifice, Titus took the last
resisting part of J erusalem._
(See the foregoing illustrations.)
Immediately, on getting com-
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DANIEL XII.

And go thou thy way to the
end, and thou shalt rest, and
shalt stand in thy portion, at the
end of the days.

FULFILMENT.

plete possession of the city, Titus
set those free, who had been im­
prisoned, within it, by the demo­
cratical factions, and ordered
quarter to be given to the unre­
sisting. After the war, the
Christians were no more exposed
to the persecutions of the Jews,
of which there are so many in­
stances recorded in the Acts of
the Apostles ; and those of them,
who remained faithful through
the trials of that great tribulation.
had the Saviour's promise, that
they should be saved. (Matthew
xxiv, 13.)

THE Mathematician, who demands the most rigol'Ous

proof of the truths of his peculiar science, will readily

allow,-fol' he can demonstrate on the sure principles of

that science,-that these signal agreements, between the

prophecy and the history, are too numerous to be the

results of chance; and with respect to this passage of the

prophecy, there is no room for the infidel explanation of

Porphyry. That ancient adversary of the Christian Faith

perceived the agreements, between the terms of this pro­

phecy and the events recorded in history, down to the

time of Antiochus Epipbanes, to be so remarkable, that

he could not evade the force of the argument, arising from

the circumstance, for the divine inspiration of the pro­

phecy, but by the assertion, that it was written after the

events, by some person who lived about the time of



Epiphanes.'*' The assertion, as far as it went, was at

utter variance with the most clear and authentic evidence,

both internal and external, that all the prophecies of

Daniel were written, as they profess to be, during the

reigns of the Babylonian and first Persian kings. But we

have found agreements equally remarkable, between the

latter part of this prophecy and events which occurred,

during the reign of Herod the Great,-during the times

of Christ and his Apostles,-and during the war which

ended in the final dispersion of the J ews. No one will

hazard the assertion, that both the Jews and the Chris­

tians combined to add this latter part to the prophecy of

Daniel, after the occurrence of these events. Not a shadow

of suspicion, on any ground whatever, can by possibility

exist, that it did not form a part of the Hebrew Scriptures,

antecedently to that occurrence; and as the agreements,

between it and the history,-authentic, also, above sus­

picion,-are too close and numerous to be the results of

chance, the proof arising from them is conclusive,_That

the prophecy is a revelation of God, who (C hath determined

the times before appointed,"t and to whom alone Hare

known all his works from the beginning,":::

Such is the result at which we arrive, from the examina­

tion of a few verses of the Holy Scriptures. But there

is, in them, a vast pr.ofusion of other important prophecies,

which have been as accurately and circumstantially ful­

filled, or are actually in the course of being so fulfilled

before our eyes, as the one to which we have now

• See Bishop Newton-Dissel't. xiii.
t Acts xv. Ill.

t Acts xvii. 26•



directed our attention; and God has been pleased to give,

in the richest abundance, every other form of proof, which

the case admits of, that these writings are all dictated by

his spirit. We have full evidence, then, that the Almighty

Creator has communicated with us, and instructed us

regarding his own nature and will, and our origin, and

duty, and destiny, through the medium of language,-his

own gift,-by means of which we acquire all knowledge.

That he would beneficently condescend to do this, a due

reflection on his wisdom and goodness, so abundantly

poured out over the whole creation, would lead us to

anticipate; and our anticipations have been most graciously

and amply realized, to the utmost extent of our most

earnest desires. The Holy Scriptures convey to us that

knowledge, which it is worthy of God to reveal, and most

deeply important and interesting to ns to acquire. In

them we every where hear the voice of a wise, merciful,

and loving Father, - instructing and reclaiming his

ignorant and erring children,-directing them to the

loftiest views,-inspiring them with the noblest purposes,

-and freely offering them the richest blessings. The

Book, that speaks to us, in this manner, from God, is our

dearest possession. With what diligence, and attention,

and fervent prayer for the enlightening power of his

spirit, OUgllt we to study it, and teach it all to our

children? and how solicitous ought we to be, not only to

learn, but also to obey?

We cannot refrain from adding, in conclusion, a few

remarks on the people, whose sad dispersion forms the

concluding subject of the prophecy we have examined,

in reference to the lessons their history teaches us, and

G g
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our duty towards their descendants. Their rejection and

crucifixion of the Son of God called down, upon that

generation, a series of calamities, more fearful than were

ever inflicted on any other nation; and their descendants

yet remain disunited, broken, "scattered into corners,"

where they have been often treated with the utmost

indignity and cruelty. While we look at their punish­

ment, let us fear, and avoid their offences. Let us exter­

minate, from our own hearts, the meanness ofambition, the

baseness of avarice, the selfishness of the desire of popular

applause, the vileness of spiritual pride.-These were the

worldly and unhallowed passions, that, actuating their

hearts, and the hearts of their rulers, blinded their under­

standings, and led them to contemn and reject their long

promised Saviour, on account of the lowliness of his

outward condition; although he presented himself with

proofs of his Divine authority, sufficient to convince every

unprejudiced mind.

While we reflect, that God, to whom alone vengeance

belongeth, saw fit to punish, for their unbelief, those, who,

for many generations, were his own peculiarly chosen and

favoured people, let us not forget, that he employed, as

the instruments for inflicting his judgments, an ambitious,

tyrannical, and cruel nation, with whose counsels and con­

duct, Christians can have no fellowship or sympathy.

Our Divine Teacher has taught us, by his own example,

that our feelings and conduct, towards his countrymen,

ought to be those of compassion and charity. He

wept over their city,-expressing for them all the deep

fervour of a parental tenderness, and lamenting that their

house was to be left to them desolate. His last injunction



to his followers was, to go and teach all nations; and he

promised to bless their exertions in the work, by being

with them always to the end of the world. It is our duty

to obey, in the humble, but stedfast, confidence, that the

blessing will follow. There is no nation towards whom

we are urged to the performance of the duty, by more

affecting considerations, than the nation whose fathers

formed, for ages, the Church of God, and which was

chosen and sepal'ated from other nations, for the most wise

and beneficent ends-for preserving the Archives of the

human race-the Records of God's earlier revelations-and

the Prophetic Evidences of his last perfected revelation.

They have been for a time cast away; but we know that

they shall be again received.'*' Their" sanctuary and

their host have been long trodden under foot ;"1' but we

know that their "sanctuary shall be cleansed,"t-and

that" all Israel shall be saved ;"§ and who can tell whether

the time for this may not be speedily approaching? The

knowledge of that time is indeed, as yet, shut up; II
but not so is the rule of our duty. That plainly

directs us to employ all prudent means, and fair argu­

ments, (among which, those derived from their own pro­

phecies cannot but be deeply interesting to them, and

were in fact those most frequently employed by the

Apostles of Christ,) to bring them into the fold of the

true Shepherd. To rouse our exertions in such a labour

of charity, we have the assurance, that the conversion of

the Jews will be the signal and the cause of the extension

,. Romans xi. 15. t Daniel viii. 13. *Daniel viii. 14.
§ Romans xi. 26. II Daniel viii. 26.
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of the Christian Faith, and of the prevalence of its power,

among all nations ;-for the Apostle Paul instructs us,

that if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the

diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles. much more

will their fulness be.ll'<

'" Romans xt. 12.
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