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.V.;:

TO THE READER.

In the following pages, the writer has consulted the
Bible itself for his guide, and this must be his apology
for departing from all other religious systems now in ex-
istence of which he has any knowledge. There has been
a deeper interest felt by the community, for some time
past, upon the important subject of the second coming
of Christ, I believe, than there has been before for many
centuries. I have long been satisfied that the whole
world was in darkness upon the subject of the coming of
Christ and the resurrection. But by a careful study of
the Bible as a whole, and comparing different passages
together, without regard to any human opinions, every
difficulty has been removed ; and thus the Bible has been
made to me a new book, and every cloud of darkness
upon this subject hasvanished away. In hopes that others
may be led into the same views and feeiings with myself,
I have published the following sheets. Al ask of the
community is, that they will give my views an impartial
investigation, and if they are agrecable to the werd of
God, embrace them, if not reject them. One thing in
particular I have to request of the clergy, as well as of all
others, and that is, not to pass by the work now offered
for their eonsideration, witheut notice; but let it be
closely scrutinized, and if it cannot be refuted in a spirit
of fairnes, and in a satisfactory manner, to admit that it
is truth.  But if, on the other hand, any man can show
in a satisfactory mammer that my views are unscriptural,
let him do it, and the sooner the better. When this is
done, I pledge myself frankly and uureservedly \o ae-
knowledge my errors. But long cherished opimicns, and



all history not found in the word of God, must be left
entirely out of the question. I have nothing to expect
from the sympathies of any sect of religionists now in
existence, for I know well that all their strength will be
arrayed against me. But from candid and gober argu-
ment, I have nothing to fear. If my sentiments are un-
scriptural, it is a pity if it cannot be shown in a spirit of
fairness and good feeling.



THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, AND THE
RESURRECTION.

The coming of Christ in the clouds of Heaven, attend-
ed by his Hely Angels, to gather together his chosen
people out of all countries, whither they had been scat-
tered, is an event which holds the most conspicuous place
in the Scriptures, both of the old and new Testaments.
As said the inspired writer, “This is the day which the
Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” The
time of the second coming of Christ, is spoken of in
Scripture by various terms—such as the great and dread-
ful day of the Lord, day of God, coming of the Lord, re-
su'rection at the last day, &c. All the passages in the
Bible, where these and other like terms are used, are:
understood to mean one and the same thing, by all de-
nominations of Chris:ians, who hold to the doctrine of
endless misery. But they believe that this event is yet
future, and at the second advent of the Mesiah, all the
dead of all nations and people, from Adam up to that
time, shall be raised, and that all who shall then be alive
on the earth, shall be changed to immortality,—and that
mortals shall no longer inhabit the world. This hypothe-
sis, although it has been solong believed by the learned
and the great, I believe is not what the scriptures teach
concerning thisall important subject. The Universalists,
and perhaps the Unitarians, dissent in part from®the lim-
itarians upon the subject of the second coming. They
hold that he came in onec sense,—that is, that he came to
overthrow the Jewish nation, to put an end to their civil
polity, &c. But they deny that the scriptures concern-
ing the resurrection of the house of lerae), was fulthed
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at the same time. Now this view of the subject may
agree better with the words of Christ, that his coming
should be befere that generation should pass away,—but
all things considered, it is more consistent than the views
of the Orthodox. For wherever we read in the episties
about the resurrection,it was to be at the coming of
Christ. It was also to be, while some who were then
living should remain. Much is said at the present day
by the Universalists, about the tkird or final coming of
Christ. That is, his coming to raise the dead. Andthis
coming, they say, is yet future. But they do not inform
us when this time is to be. Among the passages whieh
they say speak of the third or final coming, is I Corinthi-
ans xv. and I Thessalonians, iv. Butif we carefully com-
pare these two chapters with Mathew xxiv, Mark xiii, and
Luke xxi, we shall see that the apostle Paul derived his
authority from the words of Christ to his disciples on the
Mount of Olives, a short time before his crucifiction.—
But more of this hereafter. Paul in his epistle to the
Hebrews ix, 28, says, “Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many ; and unto them that look for him shall
he appear the secend time, without sin unto salvation.”
No one would contend that the coming of Christ in this
passage, is not the same as in the passages which the
Universalists term the third or final coming. And yet
the apostle calls it his second appearing. We read in
numerous places in the old Testament prophecies con-
cerning the house of Israel being gathered together in the
latter days. That the house of Israel and the house of
Judah shpuld be united, and brought into their own land,
orland of Israel. This time, I understand to be at the
time of the coming of Christ at the end of the world, as
it is called in scripture ; or in other words, at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. Many admit, and earnestly contend,
that the end of the world, as understood by the Jews, has

-
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long been past. But when they speak or write of the last
day, they speak of it as yet future. Now who does not
know that the end of the world must be the last day.—
Ask any child three years old, of common understanding,
if the last day means the eud of the world, and you will
have a direct and true answer. But it is contended that
the end of the world, means the end of the Jewish age.
Very well —so does the last day mean the end of the Jew-
ish age. One is no more future than the other. With
respect to the common belief, that the Jews are to be
gathered together in this world, the following brief extract
will give the views of all, the learned and unlearned, as
far as I have been able to learn their opinions. ‘“Moses
having foreseen, by the inspiration of God, the destruc-
tion -that should come upon the people, gave them sea-
sonable warning,”” Deut. iv, 28. In this admonition, the
sins which caused this calamity, together with their dis-
persion, are clearly pointed out; and asthe same chapter
also promises their restoration in the latter days, great
search has been made for them throughout the habitable
globe, but no traces of them have yet been found. The
world may continue to search for them until time shall
be no longer, but they are notte be found. Christ, their
great shepherd and king, gathered them together at his
second coming, nearly eighteen hundred years ago, into
the land of Israel, the heavenly Jerusalem, and there and
nowhere else are they to be found. I wish the reader to
follow me while I examine a few passages that speak of
the last days. It will be seen that the last days, at least
as far as the house of Israel is concerned, was at, and
near the time of the close of their dispensation. I shall
begin with the 49th chapter of Genesis, verse 1. “And
Jacob called unto his sons, and said, gather yourselves
together, that I may tell you that which shall befall vau
in the last days.” The aged patriarch then goes cuo
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inform them what shall befall each of them. And re-
specting Judah, he says, verse 10, “The sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his
feet, until Shilah come;-and unto him shall the gather-
ing of the people be.”. This was a very plain prophecy of
the coming of Christ at the last day, to gather the Jews
into the heavenly Jerusalem. And we have the solemn
words of Christ to his disciples, that this should come to
pass before the generation in which he lived should pass
away. At the day of Pentecost, when the apostles were
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues; some mocked, and accused them with being
filled with new wine. But Peter, standing up with the
cleven, lift up his voice end said unto them, “Ye men of
Judea, and all that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known
unto you, and harken to my words: For these are not
drunken-as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of
the day. But this is that which was spoken by the proph-
et Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last days, (saith
¢od,) I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh: and your
sous z2nd your daughters shall prophecy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. And on my servants and on my handmaidens I
will pour out in those days, of my spirit, and they shall
prophecy. And I will shew wonders in the IHeavens
above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire,
and vapour of smoke. The sun shall be turned into dark-
ness, and the moon into blood before that great and nota-
ble day of the Lord come.” Acts, xi, 14—20. This
:hows that the day of Pentecost was in the last days.—
Jebrews I, 1,2, God,who at sundry times, and in div-
crs manner, spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days, spoken to us by his
son, James v, 3. “Ye have heaped treasures together for
the ‘lust days” No one, certainly, who reads this 5th
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chapter of James, can fail to see that the author’s mean-
ing was that the coming of Christ was then near at hand;
when the treasure which they had been heaping together,
should be destroyed in the overflowing scourge which
was soon to come upon them. And at the 8th verse he
says, “the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” And so
in all other passages speaking of the last days, where the
Jews were concerned, it must be understood to mean the
last days of their dispensation. I will mention 2 few pas-
sages where the resurrection is spoken of in eonnection
with the last days, or last, or latter day. Job xix, 25. “I
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that I shall stand at
the latter day upon the earth.” Isaiahii, 2. “And it
" shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it.” Daniel xii, 13. “But go
thou thy way until the end be: for thou shalt rest and
stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” Iosea iii, 5.
Afterwards shall the children of Israel return, and seek
the Lord their God, and David their.King; and shall fear
the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.” John vi,
44. *“No man can come uanto me except the father, which
hath sent me, draw him; and I will raise him up at the
last dey.” John xv,24. ‘“Martha saith unto him, I
know that he shall rise again in resurreetion at the last
day.” The above passages show conclusively that the
resurrection was at the last day. And I repeat that the
end of the world was the last day, be that time when it
would. But the evidence upon this point does not stop
here. If any thing can be proved by the word of God, I
pledge myself to prove beyond a reasonable doubt, that
the resurrection of the Jews and all Christian believers,
was at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans. And I do not know as therg is any dowoibun
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that all the dead, of all nations, heathens as well as Jews,.
were raised. ~ But it- is certain that the just were to be
raised before the unjust. And it appears pretty plain to
m; mind, the elect were gathered together at the coming
of Christ with his angels in the clouds of heaven, at the
time of the destruction of the Temple. But the unjust
were not raised until the Jews, who were the enemies of
Christ, were wholly destroyed. . This, I believe, was
Paul’s meaning, when he says, speaking of the resurrec-
tion, “afierwards they which are Christ’s at his coming,
[the righteous.] Then cometh the end, [end of thé world
or Jewish dispensation,] when he shall have-delivered up
the kingdom to God, even the father; when he shall have
put down all rule, and all authority and power. For he
must reign [as king of the Jews] till he hath put all enemies
under his feet. A query arises here, who were the ene-
mies of Christ? The following in Luke xix, 11—27, is
the best explanation that can be given. ‘‘And as they
heard these things, he added, and spake a parable, be-
cause he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought
that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. He
said, therefore, a certain nobleman went into a far coun-
try to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. And
he called bis ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds,
and said unto them, Occupy till I come. But his citizens
hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We
will net have this man to reign over us. And it came to
pass, that when he was returned, havingreceived the king-
dom, that he ecommanded these servants to be called unto
him to whom he had given the money, that he might
know how much every man had gained by trading. Then
came the first saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten
pounds. And he said unto him, Well, thou good serv-
ant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have
thou authority over ten cities. And the second came,,
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saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And
he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.—
And another came, saying, Lord, behold, kere is thy -
pound, which I have kept laid upin a napkin: For I fear-
ed thee, because thou art an austere man; thou takest
up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst
not sow. And he said unto him, Out of thine own mouth
will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest
that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down,
and reaping that I did not sow: Wherefore then gavest
not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I
might have required mine own with usury? And he said
unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound and
give it to him that hath ten pounds. (And they said unto
him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) For I say unto you,
That unto every one that hath, shall be given; and from
him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away
from him. But those mine enemies, which would not
that I should reign over them, bring hither and slay them
before me.” “For he must reign, till he hath put all ene-
mies under his feet.”” Here we must look to other passages,
to learn the apostle’s meaning. Psalm xlvii, 3. “He
shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under
our feet.” Psalm cx, 1,2. “The Lord said unto my
Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine ene-
mies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of thy
strength out of Zion; rule thou in the midst of thine
enemies.” By the above, and many like passages, it is
clearly to be seen that when the Saviour ascended to his
Father, he was to remain at'the right hand of God, ti!l
his enemies should be made his feotstool. These ene-
mies I understand to mean the Jews. Whenr we read in
Luke xix, 27th, ‘But those mine enemies that would not
that I should rule over them, bring them hither, and slag
them before me;’ we understand itto mean W croe) pex-
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seeutors, the Jews ; who rejected him and his doctrines,
and finally put him to death. But he rose from the tomb,
ascended to his father, to receive for himself a kingdom,
and to return. And it was at his second appearing,while
some who were then living should remnain, that he receiv-
ed his disciples unto himself, with all true believers, and
took vengeance on his enemies, the Jews. Then it was
that the Jews were to be punished with everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord; and then it was
that the righteous were to enter into that rest prepared
for the children of God. But at the end of the world, or
Jewish dispensation, when the unbelieving Jews were
punished according to their sins, those who had net per-
ished by the sword or famine, were driven from their
country, and were no longer to be God’s servants, or holy
people; then according to the scriptures, was the whole
house of Israel brought up out of their graves, brought
into the land of Israel, death, the last enemy, destroyed,
and the reign of Christ, as king of the Jews ended. And
all this, as I contend, transpired within forty years at
most from the time that our Saviour ascended to the
right hand of his father; ‘from henceforth expecting till
his enemies were made his footsteol.” It is centended.
that the spiritual reign of Christ is in this world. And
that it commenced when I believe it commenced, when:
the Mosaic age closed. But, I ask, have the prophecies
that speak of the glorious reign of Christ been fulfilled,
from that time to the present, in this world? Certainly
they have not! The following extract from a discourse
written by a Universalist, will show, I suppose, whatthat
denomination of Christians in general believe upon the
subject of the destruction of Jerusalem, giving reasons
why that event is so often mentioned in the New Testa-
ment,

“An important consequence following the destruction
of Jerusalem, was the abolition of the old or Mosaic dis-
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pensation, and the establishment of the gospel, or new
dispensation; which is another reason why the New Tes-
tament writers should frequently allude to this event, It
is a fact of considerable moment, and one which should
be kept in mind in reading the Scriptures, that the reign -
of Christ, or the gospel dispensation commenced, not with
his birth, nor when he entered upon his public ministry,
but when the Mosaic age closed and the law dispensation
was abolished ; and this did not take place until the de-
struction of the city and temple, and the consequent break-
ing up of the daily sacrifice and ceremonial worship.—
Then the christian age was to open, then Christ came in
his kingdom, and the gospel was to be established in the
earth. Now, an event which was to be followed with
consequences so important to his followers, and of such
immense interest to the world, would most assaredly oc-
cupy many of their thoughts, and it is almost a matter of
necessity that they should speak of it and write of it fre-
quently.”

Now I agree with this writer, that the reign of Christ,
(that is, his spiritual reign,) ‘‘commenced, not with his
birth, nor when he entered upon his public ministry, but
when the Mosaic age closed, and the law dispensation
was abolished ; and this did not take place until the de-
struction of the city and temple, and the- consequent
breaking up of the daily sacrifice and ceremonial wor-
ship.” So far my views agree perfectly with his. But
the writer continues; ‘‘then the christian age was to
open, then Christ. was to come in his kingdom, and the
gospel was to be established in the earth.” When the
writer says, ‘‘the gospel was to be established in the earth,”
he means, I suppose, that the gospel was then established
in this world. To this I cannot subscribe. I canuot be-
lieve that the pure gospel of Ged our Saviour, was estab-
slished in this earth from and after the time of the de-
truction of Jerusalem. For the scriptures,as well as =\t
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history, and our own sense and experience, teaches pre-
cisely the reverse of this. ‘“And Jesus came and spake
, unto them, saying, all power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I
am with you always, even urto the end of the world.”
Maithew xxviii, 18—20. Let us not mistake what is here
to be understood by ‘end of the world.” Remember it
means the Jewish world, when Christ was to come in the
glory of his Father, to reward every man according to
his works. Consequently his promise to be with them
‘in this world, extended no farther. And indeed it was
necessary that he should be with them, while they were
preaching the gospel, in order to confirm their testimony
by the powerto work miracles. DBut he not only promis-
edto be with them until the end of the world, but also
that he would then come again and receive them unto
himself. John xiv, 1—3. “Let not your heart be touch-
ed; ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my fath-
er’'s house are mzuy mansions: if it were not so I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if
I go add prepare a place for you I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye inay
be also.” Now no man can show that this coming was
any other than his coming atthe end of the world. And
if at thattime he took his disciples unto himself, with all
other believers; who was there lefi to preach the gospel
here on earth? Iknow that there has been preaching
enough, from that day to this. But it is as far from being
gospel, as darkness is from light. Our Saviour informed
his disciples, that before his coming there would be false
Christs, and that by this they might know when thetime
approached. And so weread it turned out. I John,ii,
18. “Little children, it is the last time : and as ye have
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beard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.”
By this and other like passages, we \see that the anti-
christian doctrines, which have overspread the earth, from
that day to this, had begun to be promulgated before the
resurrection of the house of Israel;—and thg apostles
knew by this that the coming of their Lord was near at
hand. But in this they greatly rejoice, because this event
was to be followed by an eternal jubilee to the elect in all
countries, wherever scattered abroad. Then was the
dead in Christ to be raised, and the living that remained
were to be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air; and to be ever with the
Lord. Undoubtedly they kept these words of the Lord
constantly in mind; ‘and when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your re-
demption draweth nigh’ But I wish to give my reasons
more fully for dissenting from others in regard to the
Jews being once more gathered together in this world.
For, as I suppose, I am eutirely alone in this sentiment,
I wish the reader to understand my views perfectly on
this subject. Inthe first place, at the time the land of
Palestine was overrun by the Roman armies, and laid
waste, Jerusalem, as well as other cities destroyed; all
agree was the end of the Jewish world, or age. Now I
ask how ceuld that time be the end of the age, if they are
yetto be gathered together, as God’s holy people ; their
city and temple to be rebuilt, and be wholly reinstated in
the land of their fathers, to enjoy all the favors and bless
ings which they enjoyed in the days of David and Solo-
mon? Surely if all thisis yet to take place in this world,
the time we speak of, was no more than the end of the
age, then their captivity in Babylon was the end of the
age. If they are ever to be restored to the divine favor
as formerly, in their mertal state, what sense s \hexe \n
talking about their dispensation being closed? Buv'\,
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at that time their covenant was broken, that they then
ceased to be God’s holy people; then it follows that their
restoration must be in the heavemly country, called in
scripture the land of Israel; of which the land of Judea,
into which Joshua led the tribes of Israel was a type.—
Moses commanded the children of Israel to remember the
Lord that brought them up out of the land of Egypt. And
it was constantly enjoined upen them not to forget this
great and glorious event, but to tell it to their children,
and to their children’s children to the latest generation.
But this event, glorious as it was, was to be lost sight of,
when they should be gathered together, into what is call-
ed their own land. See Jeremiah, xxiii, 5--8. ‘‘Behold
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto
David a righteous branch, and a king shall reign and
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the
qarth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall
dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he_shall be
called, the Lerd our Righteousness. Therefore, behold
the days come, saith the Lord, that they shall no more
say, The Lord liveth, which brought up the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt; But:the Lord liveth,
which breught up and which led the seed of the house of
Israel out of the north country, and from all countries
whither I had driven them ; and they shall dwell in their
own land.” 'Will any one pretend that this is yet to be
fulfilled in this world? Does any one suppose that all
the wonders which God performed by the hand of Moses
and Joshua, are yet in this world to be so greatly eclips-
ed, that the Jews shall no more say, ‘the Lord liveth,
which brought up the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt; but the Lord liveth, which brought up, and
which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north
country, and from all countries whither the Lord had
driven them? I hardly think it possible. And yet it is
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uniformily contended, that all such prophecies are to be
fulfilled in this world. The religious world has long been
looking for this event to take place, and not many months
since, I have heard well informed men say, that if they
lived ten years, they expected to see the day when these
prophecies shall be fulfilled. ButifIdo not greatly mis-
understand the scriptures, it never will be seen by any
body, for they have long ago been fulfilled. And ina
very different way. from what is generally believed that
they are to be fulfilled. Last of all, while upon this par-
ticular subject, [ would call the attention of the reader to
the vision of the Prophet Ezekiel, begining at the fortieth
chapter to the end of the book. In order to show how
theologiaus have been puzzled to understand this
vision, I will give the words of a celebrated divine upon
the subject. Speaking of the fortieth ¢hapter of Ezekiel,
he says, “In this and the following chapters, to the end
of tlic book, Ezekiel relates a vision which he saw four-
tecn years alter the taking of Jerusalem; wherein are
described the temple, and the service which was to be
performed in it; the division of the land of Canaan to
the twelve tribes of Israel, together with the plan of a new
city. Some apply this prophecy to the temple that was
rebuilt after the captivity, and to the state of the Jews at
that time. But considering that the second temple was
not rebuilt as Ezekiel here represents: that the twelve
tribes did not return into their own country; that the
land of Canaan was not divided unto them ; that Jerusa-
lem was not rebuilt according to the plan lzid dewn by
Ezekiel ; considering further, that there were laws men-
tioned in these chapters, which were never observed by
the Jews since their return, and promises which have
mever been fulfilled ; others are of opinien that this vision
should be explained in a spiritual sense, and wndersiand
it of the Christian church. Some think it tepresents
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what would have happened if the twelve tribes had been
converted and turned unto God. Lastly, there are others
of opinion that these predictions relate to the restoration
of the Jewish nation in the latter times, when they shall-
be converted. As all these explanations are attended
with difficulties, it would be hard to determine the sense
of these chapters with certainty, and to make any partic-
ular reflections on them. Here we see the different con.
jectures upon the meaning of this vision of the Prophet’s,
but none, I suppose, thought of its having been fulfilled
under the new covenant, at the second coming of Christ.
Let any one turn to the twenty-first and twenty-second
chapters of Revelation, and compare them with these
chapters in Ezekiel, and he will see at once that both
mean one thing. Rev. xxi, begins thus: “And I saw a
new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth were passed away, and there was no more sea.”
This is what the Saviour said when he spake of his com-
ing in the glory of his father, with his angels. “Heaven
and carth shall pass away.” Verse2. “And I, John, saw
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven.” Let any one read the Prophet’s descrip-
tion of this city, and he will find that it very strikingly
agrees with the one described in Ezekiel’s vision. And
why should not both be understood to mean one thing?
John, in his vision, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem.—
Ezekiel says, ““In the visions of God brought he me inte
" the land of Israel.” Both mean the same thing, as I un-
derstand it. The twelve gates, bearing the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel,isthe same in both,
and undoubtedly they had a view of the same heavenly
city. The 12th verse of the 47th chapter of Ezekiel,
reads thus: ‘“And by the river, on the bank thereof, on
this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat,
whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof

'
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be consumed : it shall bring forth new fruit according to
his months, because their waters they issued out of the
sanctuary; and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and
the leaf thereof for medicine.” Now let us for a moment
compare this with Rev. xxii, 2. “In the midst of the
street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the
tree of life,which bare twelve manner of fruits,and yielding
her fruit every month : and the leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations.” 1In these two chapters of
Rev., ond in the abore named chapter of Ezekiel, we
have i very comprehensive description of the heavenly
Canaan. But that which does incalculable injury in re-
gard to a correct understanding of these things, is, our
blind spiritual guides will have every thing under-
stood in a figurative sense. Such a future state as they
would have us hope for, even if we were sure of being
saved, is little, if any, better than none. For instance,
when we come across a passage like this—‘‘And they
shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them;” we are grave-
ly asked if we believe we shall eat and drink in the im-
mortal state? Certainly we read that our Saviour eat
and drank with his disciples after his resurreetion from
the dead. And before his crucifixion, he said to his disci-
ples, “Verily Isay unto you, I will drink no more of the
fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the
kingdom of God.” And again—*‘Then thall the virgin
rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together;
for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort
them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.” Tt
would be difficult to make some pious people believe, that
such passages as these are to have their fulfillment in
heaven ; yet if I understand the scriptures, it is even wa.
““And as he came and drew nigh 1o the house,he heaxd
music and dancing.” ‘‘Praise 1im with the \mbrel awd
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dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs.”
Such devotion as this would not very well accord with
the notions which religious people have of piety at the ™
present day. When Joshua led the twelve tribes of Isra-
el into the land of Canaan, the land was divided among
them for an inheritance. So according to Ezekiel’s vis-
ion, when Jesus, at his second coming to gather his peo-
ple together, and lead them into the heavenly Canaan,
the land was to be divided among them in like manner
Certainly if they had spiritual bedies, according to the
testimony of the apostle Paul, they must have an inheri-
tance somewhere. As my views upon these things differ
altogether from that of any body else, I deem it proper to
speak of some considerations which first appeared to me
as difficulties in the way, as it is generally understood.
About the year 1824, some books from Universalist auth-
ors, fell in my way, which I read with much pleasure;
and by comparing the sentiments therein contained, with
the Bible, I was rejoiced to find that the sentiments of that
sect appeared much more scriptural, as well as reasona-
ble, than the sentiments of limitarians. This led me to
study the Bible more, and with better care than formerly,
and I soon became a confirmed Universalist. Thus I
went on for several years, reading the Bidle much, as well
as every thing else that came in my way; until I was
tolerably well acquainted with most of the books from
Universalist authors in.the land.

For more than sixteen years, I have had not a single
doubt of the salvation of the whole human family. Yet
there were some things which it appeared to me the Uni-
versalists had got wrong. Things, too, which are very
important to a correct understanding of the word of God.
Where we read of the wicked being destroyed, asin Mal-
achiiv, 1,~Matthew xiii, 38, &c., they are understood
to mean that wickedness shall be destroyed. Now altho’
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there are many passages that speak of the end of sin, I
believe that the above named, and others like them, have
not that meaning, and ought not to be so understood.—
When we read passages like the following—*There isno
peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.” Isaiah xlviii, 22,
“But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no
peace, saith my God,to the wicked.” Isaiahlvii, 20,21 ;
we cannot suppose that nothing but wickedness is meant.
But what is to be understood by the end, or destruction
of the wicked generally is, that the Jews as a nation should
be destroyed root and branch, for their wickedness. And
I think that the sufferings which they were to endure in
the latter days, as well as the blessings which the right-
eous were to enjoy, is coenstantly kept in view throughout
the Bible. Again, in regard to the new covemant—ac-
cording as it is understood by divines of all denomina-
tions. 1f that means the gospel dispensation in this world,
it appeared to me that the prophecy had failed. It says,
*‘all shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest.”
This certainly has never been the case, and I believe
never will be, in its full sense, in this world. But admit-
ing that it refers to the time when satan is to be bound a
thousand years, still there is a difficulty, for it appears
that it was to be fulfilled when the old covenant was to
vanish away. And all admit that that was at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. Another thing is, that the apostle
Paul, speaking of the resurrection of the dead, speaksof
it as an event which was soon to take place. I was talk-
ing with a very intelligent Universelist minister, in the
year 1837, upon this subject. I told him I was satisfied
that Paul did not expect it would belong before heshould
experience a resurrection. He replied, that he was of
the same opinion. But the greatest difficulty at that \ime
withme, and I suppose with him, was, the erronecus no-
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tion thatall who should be alive on the earth at the resur-
rection, should be changed to immertality in a momeat,
in the twinkling of an eye. Christ is said to be the first
fruits of them that slept. And it appeared to me, that
the gathering of the harvest ought to be in a seasonable
time after the first fruits, Many other difficulties ap-
peared in the way, according as these things were under-
stood by the Universalists, as well as by others. In the fall
of 1839, my mind was considerably awakened to a sense
of these things; and on reading the old testament, it ap-
peared to me as a new book. Ienjoyed greater satisfac-
tion in reading the scriptures than I ever did before; and
it was my whole study by day and by night. Ibecameat
last satisfied, thatin the passages which cpeak of Christ’s
kingdom, especially in the Psalms, Isaiah, and Ezekiel,
that it must refer to the immortal state, and that it did
not, as is generally supposed, refer to the gospel day in
this world. In understanding it in this way, [ could see
but one difficulty, and that was the one noticed before, in
regard to the living being changed at the resurrection. It
is no where said in scripture that all the dead in every
age should be raised at once, and therefore I did not con-
sider the opinions of the moltitude any obstacle in the
way on that head. Thus I went on for sometime, until
it occurred to my mind that the apostie, when he says,
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, may
not mean all mankind, but only such as were in Christ at
his coming. And on reading over the epistles, I was
satisfied that he seldom if ever used the word in any other
sense, but always applies it to the elect—to believers who
were not of the world, but such as Christ had chosen out
of the world. From that time every-difficulty vanished;
and a great many passages which before were very dark
and difficult to be understood, are now among the most
plain and easy. The more [read the scriptutes, the
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more I became satisfied that they never had been, nor.
never could be, rightly understood according to the views
ofthe Universalisis, any more than that of the Orthodox.
The doctrine of endless misery, although undoubtedly
the worst, is not the only error which keeps the religious
world chained in unchristian darkness. I have before
stated what is well known to every one, that the limitari-
ans of every sect, have always held that the coming of
Christ to raise the dead, and to reward every man accord-
.ing to his works, as taught in the gospels, and in the epis-
tles, is yet future. It s well known, also, that, connect-
ed with this event, is the sentiment that there will be a
final separation of the righteous and wicked, that all who
shall not have been born of the spirit, shall be banished
from every hope of happiness, and doomed to suffer eter-
nal pains. Until within about sixty years, very few have
" been bold enough to dissent from this awful doctrine. And
when the Universalists came to dissent from it, they did
not, as I think, take the right course. In regard to the
coming of Christ, they could not believe that the Saviour
meant all that he said, in an unqualified sense, and so
went on to disconnect his coming with the resurrection
of the dead. And so they have gone on to interpreta
part of it in a figurative sense, until their blunders have
grown into a system, which they are as loth to give up,
as the Orthodox are to relinquish their errors. Knowing
this, I foresaw there would be a difficulty, if Ishould at-
tempt to make my views understood by the community.
I tried to lead some of my friends into my views, but
they ali either took no notice of it, or treated it with a
kind of levity, which greatly disheartened me, and con-
vinced me that it would be in vain for me to say any
more to them about it, thinking to get any assistance
from them. But this only increased my afxiety to do
something for what I believed to be the cauee of ‘xatha.
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But which way to go to work I could not tell. I was
neither a preacher nor a writer. I knew that for any per-
son’s mere opinion to be noticed by the community, he
must be eminent for learning and talents, and I could
lay no claim to either. But at the same time, I knew that
if I could get preachers and writersinto a discussion upon
the subject, and it could be treated with candor and
fairness, the truth would be likely to be drawn out.—
With this view,I wrote the following communication
for the Gospel Banner, a Universalist paper, which thro’
the liberality of its worthy and talented Editor, was pub-
lished in the columns of that paper, April 25th, 1840.
TrouGHTS ON THE cOMING OF CHRIST.

Br. Drew :—-There is much said and written in these
days, about the coming ef Christ; or as it is called, his
second coming. With the Bible for my only guide, I
have come to a different conclusion, perhaps, from any
other person on earth, whether learned or unlearned. If
I do not greatly misuniderstand the mezning of the scrip-
tures, the great and dreadful day of the Lord, day of the
Lord, &c., in the old Testament, and the coming ef
Christ, in the four gospels, and resurrection in the epis-
tles, all refer to one time. 'That time I understand to be
at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, or soon after.
I was brought to this conclusion by reading the old Tes-
tament prophecies. It should be noticed, that after speak-
ing of the punishment of the house of Israel for their sins,
and where the destruction of Jerusalem is meant, the
promise of great blessings follow. It would be an endless
task to quote all the passages to prove this, so large a
part of the prophecies are to the purpose. The third chap-
ter of Zephaniah may be taken as asample of the whole.
The first part of this chgpter refers undoubtedly to the
sufferings to be endured at the end of the world, when
the old covenant should be broken; and from thg ninth
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verse it speaks of blessings to be enjoyed under the new
covenant, where all shall know the Lord from the least to
the greatest. In a word, that the blessings promised un-
der the new covenant, should be understood to mean in
the immortal state, and that it took place when the old
covenant vanished away. It would require many pages
to give my ideas in full upon this; but as I must not be
tedious, I come to consider what I believe to be the only
objection to this view of the subject. The apostle Paul,
speaking of the resurrection of the dead, in the 15th
chapter of 1 Corinthians, and 4th chapter of 1 Thessalo-
nians, teaches that all will not sleep, but the liviug shall
be changed. If this means that all who were to be alive
on the earth, at the coming of Christ, then I should ad-
mit at once, that it could not be at the time I speak of.
But if this can be rightly understood, this difficulty is re-
moved at once, and this mountain becomes a plain. I
will here give some reasons why I think the Universalists
have not got the right view of this subject. They hold
that the coming of Christ was in the generation in which
he lived on earth, as foretold by him, and yet that the
resurrection of the house of Israel has not yet taken place.
Now I must be pardoned, when I say that I consider this
qnite as lame a shift as it is to contend that the genera-
tion in which the Saviour lived, has not yet passed away.
Paul says, 1 Corinthians 15, 22. “As in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man
in his own order; Christ the first fruits; afterward they
which are Christ’s at his coming.” Now I ask, is not
the coming here spoken of, the same as that which the
Saviour spike of, when he said they should see himn com-
ing in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
“Then cometh the end,” verse 24th. Is not this the same
end asin Mark xiii, 7, and other places where the end of
the Jewish dispensation is meant. Again: 1 Thessaloni-
ansiv, 15, and following. “For this we say uave you'boy
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the word of the Lord, that we which are alive, and re-
main unoto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent
them which are asleep.” Here again, it appears to me
that the same coming 18 meant. Now look at the first
verse of the next chapter. ‘‘But of the time and the sea-
sons, ye have no need that I'write uuto you.! For your-
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh:
as a thief in the night” Hereit is evident he points
them to what the Saviour said about his coming as a
thief in the night, a circumstance of which they, nor ne
other christian church at that time could be ignorant.—
Let us now-~attend carefully to what is written in the 16th
verse of this 4th chapter. ‘‘And the dead in Christ shall
rise first.”” And in 1 Corinthians, 23d verse, afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming. It should be re-
membered that there is a difference between the resur-
rectica of the just and the unjust. And have hope toward
God, which they also allow, that there shall be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust. Act
xxiv, 15. “For thou shalt be recompensed at the resur-
rection of the just.”” Luke xiv, 14. Ithink also that the
resurrection of the just is to be understood in the follow-
ing passage. ‘‘But they which shall be accounted wor.
thy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the
dead,” &c. **Now the just shall live by faith.” Hebrews
x, 38. The reader is requested to turn to the 11th chapter
of Hebrews, and read the whole chapter. Notice the 35th
verse. ‘“If by any means I might attain unto the resur-
rection of the dead.” Phillippians iii, 11. In this pas-
sage I think that the resurrection of the just, was what
the apostle was laboring to attain unto, for he himself
taught that there would be a resurrection, both of the just
and unjust. Before the crucifixion of our Saviour, aswe
find by reading the 17th chapter of John, the Saviour
prayed for his disciples, in distinction from others. Verse:
6th.  “I have manifested thy name unto the men which
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thou gavest me out of the world.” Verse 9th. I pray
for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which
thou hast given me; for they are thine.” Verse 20th.
“Neither pray [ for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word.” After the re-
surrection of the Saviour, he commanded his apostles,
saying, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptised shall
be saved, but hethat believeth not shall be damned. And
these signs shall follow them that believe : in my name
shall they cast out devils : they shall speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink
any deadly thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands ou the sick, and they shall recover. And they
went lorth, aud preached cverywhere, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the word with signs following.”

Now was the power to work miiracles given to all who
embraced the christian religion indiscriminately, or only
to the just: to thew which were given to Christ out of
the world, and such as should believe ou him through
their word. There is a passage in the cpistle of St. James,
that ought, I think, to decide this. *‘Is any sick amoug
you? let him call for the elders of the cherch; and let
them pray over him, anointing bim with oil in the name
of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick,
and the Lord shall raise hin up; and if he have commit-
ted sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults
one with another, and pray for one another, that ye may
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much.” Jamesv, 14—16.* Read also

* The last clause of the 16th verse of this chapter,
has becn as wickedly perverted from its true meaning,
perhaps as any pas:age in the whole Bible. Itis a com-

+mon thing for people, when at church couferences, when
debating upon some missionary, or abolition scheme,
gravely to set apart a day, or an hour, for prayer, as \\e
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what follows to the end of the chapter. Now if all chris-
tians had power to work miracles, or to heal the sick, why
were they told to call for the elders of the church ? They
themselves were believers in one sense of the word, or
they would have had no confidence in the elders of the
church. Elders of churches in those days, were doubt-
less just men. I will new mention some passages, which
I think show that the living among the just, only, and not
all the living were to be changed at the coming of the
Lord. ¢‘And there was given me areed like unto arod;
and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the tem-
ple of God, and the alter, and them that worship therein.
But the court which is without the temple leave out, and
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles; and the
holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.’
Revelation xi, 1, 2. T believe this temple to mean the
Jjust, who were all to experience a resurrection to immor-
tality at the coming of the Lord: and the court without
the temple to mean christians, who were to suffer perse-
cution for a long time afterward. In proof of this, let us
look at a few passages where the just are called the tem-
pleofthe Lord. ““And what agreement hath the temple
of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God, 2 Corinthians vi, 16. “Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth
with you? 1 Corinthians iii, 16. “What! know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?"”’

most cffectual way to accomplish their purpose. For, say
they, the prayers of the righteous availeth much. And
at protracted meetings, they will call on people to
come forward to be prayed for. Do you not want God’s
people to pray for you?- Do you not desire the prayers
of the righteous? The prayers of the righteous availeth
much. So the young converts, as they are called, when
their blind guides have flattered them that they are in the
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vi, 19. Many more passages might be named, but per-
haps the above is sufficient. ‘“Behold I shew youa mys-
tery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed
in a momeat, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptable, and we shall be changed.” I believe that
the apostle, in this passage, as in many others, making
use of the word we, alludes to the just, and no others.
The following, I think, proves this.

“Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world.
Know ye not that we shall judge angels. And not only
they, but ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the
spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. The
epistles of St. Paul are full ef expressions like these, and
I believe it will be generally granted that he was speak-
ing of the just, the elect, the righteous,and not of the
whole body of christian believers. Another thing ought
to be remembered, and that is, when he says we shall not
all sleep ; we which are alive and remain, &c. He speaks
as if it was a thing that would take place while some of
them should live, and not in 1843, or 2843, or any such
vastly distant time. Tlere is another thing that may
perhaps be looked upon as an objection to these views, by
some, and that is, that there has been no account of any

“thing of the kind. In regard to that, all the force that
there can be in it, ig, the living that were changed would
be absent, their places would be missing, ana ihat is all
that could be known about it. 'I'hey would be changed

ark of safety, and they have learned to say over a form of
prayer, they will often say with an air of trinmph, and

self-complacency, the prayers of the righteous availeth

much. But we all ought to know that there have been

no righteous, in the scripture sense of the word, since the

days of the apostles, and it is not exactly modeat fot wny
one to claim to be such.
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in the twinkling of an -eye, and could not be seen by
mortals, other ways than by a miracle. Much scripwre
could be brought forward in proof of this, but whoever
will read the 6th chapter of2d Kings, 15th, 16, and 17th
verses, will be satisfied. Now let us look carefully at the
5th chapter of Revelation, and see what is there taught
concerning the resurrection of.both the just and unjust.
“And Isaw in theright hand of him that sat on the throne
a book written within, and on the back side, sealed with
seven seals. And Isaw a strong angel proclaiming with
a loud voice, who is worthy to open the book, and to
lonse the seals thereof? And no man in heaven nor in
earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book,
neither to look thereon.” Here I think the prophet al-
ludes to the dead which are compared to a book sealed
with seven seals, which none but the Saviour of the
world could open or even to look thereon. Verse 14th.
“And I wept much, because no man was found worthy
to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.—
And one of the elders said unto me, weep not; behold
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seals there-
of. And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne
and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb, as it had been slain, having seven horns
and seven cyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent
forth into all the earth. And he came and took the book
out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.—
And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and the
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, hav-
ing every one of them harps, and golden vials full of
odors, which are the prayers of the saints. And they
sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and te open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain,
and has redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and mnation; wnd ham

- -~
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made us unto our God kings and priests; and we shall
reign on the earth.” Rev.v,4—10. Thisis whatI
understand to be the resurrection of the just. They are
made kings and priests to God out of every nation. Let
us compare this with other parsages. “Butye are a cho-
sen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe-
culiar people ; that ye should show forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness into his mar-
vellous light.” 1st Pet. ii,9. “And hath made us kings
and priests unto God and his Father.” Rev. i, 6. In these
and other like passages; I think it must mean the just,and
no others, are made kings and priests to God. Remem-
ber, the dead in Christ, [the just] shall rise first. Christ
the first fruits, afterwards they that are Christ’s at his
coming. These which are said to be Christ’s at hiscom-
ing, I think are the just Every manin his own order;
Christ the first fruits; afterward they which are Christ's
at his-coming. Then cometh the end, &c. Christ the
first in order ; the just next in order; and at the end, and
last in order the unjust. Now let uslook at the last part
of this 5th chapter of Revelation, beginning at the 11th
verse, and see what is said further. This I understand
to be at the resurrection of the unjust. ‘“And I beheld,
and I heard the voice of many angels round about tha
throne and the beasts and the elders! and the number of .
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands ; =saying with a loud voice, worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive powaer, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honer, and glory and blessing.
And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all
thit are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, honor, glory
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb forever and ever.” 'This 1 sincerely oe-
lieve, is what was to be fulfilled at the cowing of Chrisy,
in the clouds of heaven, with power and great Q\oty. Axd
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that it was in the life time of some, who were then living.
And that some of his disciples, John if no other, was
alive, at the coming of his Lord, and was one of the just,
who were changed; all that historians have written con-
cerning his death, to the contrar}, notwithstanding.—
This I believe to be the time alluded to in the following
passages of scripture. Job xix, 25—27. Psalm cxviii,
23—26. Zachariah xii, 10. Luke xiii, 35. John xi,
24. Then also was fulfilled many passages in all the proph-
ets, concerning the gathering together of the house of
Israel; for the blessings to be enjoyed when the house
of Israel and the house of Judah were to" be joined in
one, under the new covenant, was such as never was, nor
never can be enjoyed in this life; for “flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth cor-
ruption inherit incorruption.”

And now, in conclusion, I have only te say that should
this be published in the Banner, I have no expectation
that it will soon be favorably received by the publie. I
have already talked with several Universalist ministers
about it, and the manner in which my ideas were treated
by them, has convinced me that my views will find no fa-
vor, and perhaps myself be made a laughing stock all
over the country. But these considerations will not de-
ter me from bringing it before the public. And if the
columns of the Banner should be denied me for this pur-
pose, 1 shall not complain; but shall, if I live, make it
known some other way. So certain am I that it is truth,
and that it will eventually prevail. EpmramM Currikr.

Norridgewock, April 4, 1840.

In a subsequent No. of the Banner, the following cem-
munication appeared, noticing my first, of April 25th:

“T'HOUGHTS ON THE SECOND COMING OF Curist.”

Br. Drew :—It was with no little surprise, that I read
the article, under the above caption, in the last Banner.
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¥ may have misunderstood the author of it. But if I have
not, he has advanced doctrines that need something moré
of logical proof, than he has adduced, before I can sub-
scribe my belief in their trath. He says, “If I do not
greatly misunderstand the meaning of the scriptures, the
great and dreadful day of the Lord, day of the Lord, &c.
in the old Testament, and the coming of Christ, in the
four Gospels, and the resurrection, in the epistles, all re-
fer to one time. That time I understand to be at the
time of the destruction of Jerusalem.” He then quotes
a number of passages, particalarly 1 Cer. xv, 22—24, 1
Thes. iv 15—18, as instances in which reference is had
to events, that transpired, at the time of Christ’s second
ecoming ; and maiotains that the then living christians—
or ‘the just’—among them, as he terms them, were lit-
erally changed from corruptible to incorruptible, and from
mortal to immortality. As one, who has ever consider-
ed these passages, as referring to scenes yet future, I feel
the want of something more like proof to the contrary,
than the article, in view, contains, before I can relinquish
my faith in this meaning. Will the writer, or some oth-
er—if other believers with him, there are—go through
with a clear logical argument to refute the long cherish-
ed sentiments, we have held, respecting these passages,
and to show the consistency of his own? And especially
will he show what reasons, on his ground, we have for
believing, that ourselves, and all mankind, wili finally, be
raised from the grave? Let us have thetruth ; and have
it a8 clear, and as full, as we can.

Will the writer, alluded to, or some other, also, state,
and prove more clearly, the distinction, he hag advanced,
as existing among christians, of ust and unjust?’ and
the reasons he has for belteving that no prayers, since the
Apostolic days, have kad any avail with God? Y'wne
no wish to spend -an unnecessary word, or thovghy, oo

(24
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this, or any other subject. Yet, if the impressions were
to extend, that the article noticed seems likely to convey,
I certainly think something more by way of proof, that
they are correct, ought to go with them ; or something
be said to check their influence. 8. T.

In this the writer merely expresses his surprise, and
asked for further light upon the subject. By the initials,
I judged that the writer was a minister in the Universal-
ist connection, who had frequently written for the Ban-
ner. And as his calling was to devote his time to the
subject of religion, and to premulgate the doctrines of
the Bible, and as I knew withal, that he had been favor-
ed with advantages which I had never enjoyed ; I thought
it no more than right to shift the burden on to him. Ac-
cordingly the following appeared in the Banner the next
week.

Br. Drew :—In thelast numberofthe Banner,I noticed
an article over the initials of S.T. asking for additional
light on the subject ofthe second coming of Christ. As I
anticipated would be the case with many, be was greatly
surprised at sesing my communication on thatsubject. So
much so, that he doubts whether he did not misunder-
stand me. I can assure him that as far as he understood
me at all, he understood me right, with one exception. If
he understood me as saying that no prayers, since the
Apostolic days, have had any avail with God, he certain-
ly must have misundersteod me. I have not the paper
that contains that communication now before me, but I
am confident that I neither said, or meant any such thing.
What I said, was intended to show that limitarians have
abused and misapplied the passage in James v, 16. They
are forever telling about there being two characters; the
nighteous and the wicked; meaning, that they themselves
are the righteous, and others, who are not so much in
the habit of making long prayers, to be seen of men, are
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the wicked. And then, as a kind of knock-down argu=
ment, they will repeat, ‘the prayers of the righteous avail*
«th much.’ I do notthink it weuld be profitable, or ne-
cessary to go over the whole ground again ; but I will do
that which will, I believe, be better for all parties. I take
it for granted that he, and all other Universalists, believe
that the coming of Christ mentioned several timés in the
24th chapter of Matthew, was fulfilled in that generation,
as the Saviour explicitly told his disciples that it should.
Now Ipropose for the consideration of all concerned, the
following plain and easy question :—Was the coming of
Christ spoken of in Matthew xxiv, 3, Acts iii, 20, 1 Cor.
xv, 23, 1 Thes. iv, 15, and James v, 8, all the same time,
or wasit not? If these passages all refer to the same
time, the case is a clear one—my views are correct; if
not, I hope Br. Turner, or some one else, will give such
reasons as shall be satisfactory to himself, and such as he
shall be willing to have appear in the Banner; and let us
have them without unnecessary delay. I opine that when
any one will go through with this, that he will need no
farther light on the subject, than is to be found almost
anywhere in the scriptures. But the first and most diffi-
cult thing to be done, is to put entirely out of the ques-
tion all ‘long cherished opinions.’ There is a question in
the article alluded to above, not directly connected with
the rest, which deserves the most serious attention. It is
this: —What reasons, on this ground, we have for be-
lieving, that ourselves, and all mankind, will finally be
raised from the grave? This question was by no means
overlooked by me; but I thought best to begin at the
right end. I was in hopes also, and still hope, that some
one better able to do justice to the subject than I can
pretend to be, would get my ideas, and reheve me from
any anxiety about it.

What istaught in seripture concerningthe tesurtecian,
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of the dead, subsequent to the second coming of Christ,
is to be found, I believe, in the 20th chapter of Revela-
tion. ‘“And the angel which I saw stand upon -the sea
and upon the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and
sware by him that liveth forever and ever, who created
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth,
and the thingsthat therein are, and the sea, and the things
which are therein, that there should be time no lenger.
But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when
he shall begin to s8und, the mystery of God shall be fin-
ished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.”
Rev. x, 5—7. This time, I believe, was at the second
coming of Christ ; at the end of the [Jewish] world. Im-
mediately after this, John, the Revelator, is commanded
to prophecy, not to the house of Israel, wiere the old
prophets were commanded to go, for that house was then
about to be left desolate, but to ““prophecy before many
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” And I
believe that all that is written in this book from the com-
mencement of the 13th, if not from the commencement
of the 12tH chapter to the end of the 20th, relatesto things
subsequent to the time of the destruction of Jerusalem.
and that the prophecies contained in this book beginning
at the 14th chapter, to the end of the 20th, are yet future.
I wish to ask one more question, and let any one answer
it who can. How can the 1st chapter of Luke, verse 67,
to the end, be satisfactorily and consistently understood,
according to the common opinion, either of Universalists
or limitarians? Iheartily concur with S. T. Let us have
the truth; and have it as clear and as Sfull as we can.—
There is no dauger that the truth will do us any harm,
and certainly error can do usno good. E.C.

I knew very well, that if any intelligent man would go
to work in order to show that the coming of Christ so
often mentioned all through the New Testament, was
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not one and the same coming, he would find that his
ground was untenable, and the result would be, he must
adopt my views. And I did net, and could not believe that
the clergy of a sect professing so much liberality, as the
Universalists do, who are constantly holding forth that °
they seek the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
trath, cqme from what quarter it may; would shun to in- .
vestigate so important a subject, in the spirit of candor .
and fairness, and in good feeling. In this, however, I was
mistaken. Like all other religious sects, they were too
much attached to their own system of theology, and
withal too cunning for this. And as these queries were
to all concerned, I am inclined to the opinion that they
saw the difficulties which an impartial investigation of the
subject would mvolve them in; otherwisetbey would not
bave passed them by as they did. But ene of these things
they ought in justioe to do; and in fact ome or the other
they must do, either to show that these passages do not
mean all one coming, (which by the way no man liviag
can do,) adopt my views, or go back and join themselves
with the Orthodox, and say that the gemeration in which
the Saviour lived has not yet passed away. They have
enjoyed too much light to adopt the latter alternative, so
it cannot be a matter of doubt what course they will
eventually pursae. I waited with considerable anxiety
for several weeks to see what reply could be made to my
questions. At length in the Banner of July 4th, the fol-
lowing appeared.

Skconp comiNg oF CHRIST.

Br. Drew :—As the writer signed E. C., instead of
answering the queries I proposed, relative to his commu-
nication, on the second coming of Christ, has expressed
the wish that myself, or some other, would treat apon
them, I will suggest a few thoughts—fearing that no oloe
orwill do it. And 1. I would say,in relaxion 1o W e,
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cidental thoughts on. prayer, and the distinction of the
righteous, and the wicked, that I coansider him in er-
-ror, both in style and matter. He says, (speaking ofthe
Orthodox,) ‘They are forever telling about there being
two characters, the righteous and the wicked; meaning
that they themselves are the righteous, and others who
are not s0 much in the habit of making long prayers, to
be seen of men, are the wicked. And then, as a kind of
knock-down argument, they will repeat that, ‘the prayers
of the righteous availeth much.””’

Now, my brother, théy are not ‘forever’ telling abeut
them, nor any thing of the kind. I am not aware, that
they ever advanced the sentiment in the latter clause I
have quoted. They surely do not think the righteousto
be those who are in the habit of making long prayers to
be seen of men. They speak frequently of the duty and
privilege of prayer ;—-of prayer offered not to be seen of
men ; but offered in the sincerity of the heart; offered
specially, in secret, socz'a‘lly, and in public, as occasion
may require. And in this respect,I for one, wish we
might be more ready to imitate them, or heed the duty
they enjoin, I would that every Universalist, in secret,
as an individual, and in his family, (if the head of one,)
as well as in the social and public meeting, might offer to
God, his petitions, confessions, and thanksgivings.

Without the spirit of prayer, there cannot be the spirit
of religion; and without the form—and the frequent form
of prayer, the spirit of it, will decline, or become extinet.
We are told to pray daily—‘Giveus tkis day our daily
bread’—in every thing, to give thanks—first of all to.
pray for all men—te always pray, and not faint. And
although the Bible does not enjoin ¢ke manner in which
we shall pray—whether ever with our families or not;
nor the frequency with which we should pray, whether

-

like David and Daniel, thrice_ a day, ot but ances, ye4
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from the importance it attaches to the duty of prayer;
from the regard paid'to it by christians of every denomi-
nation—by heathen too—and by the universal experience
of those, who have its form, and its spirit, it does, to my
own mind, appear that we all have reason to regard it as
an indispensable christian duty; and as an invaluable
privilege—as one, in consequence of which, not only will
our own miuds be immediately benefitted, by the increased
exercise of every pure, virtuous, and happy emotion, and
we thus be prepared for the reception of other blessings ;
but God will be more likely to bestow the blessings we
ask, than if we fail to ask them.

As to the complaint of E. C. about the distinction the
Orthodox make, of the righteous and the wicked, I would
ask, does not the Bible warrant this distinction 7 and
does not our own .observation confirm it as a reality?
The scores of places in the Old Testament, in which such
a classification of mankind is made ; the frequency with
which the same distinction is made, in similar terms, in
the New Testament ;—and the fact every where meeting
our eyes, that there are some whose predominating aim
seems to be, to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly,
with God; and others, whose supreme aim is to love
their own selfish interests—caring seemingly, for neither
God nor man, confirm me in the sentiments, that there
are, and ever have been, two great classes among man-
kind.

ButI am extending my remarks on this point suffi-
ciently far. The writer I am noticing, asks :—*“Was the
coming of Christ spoken of in Matthew xxiv, 3, Acts iii,
20, 1 Cor. xv, 23, 1 Thess. iv, 15, James v, 8, all at the
same time 7"’

My answer to this question is, that the first and last
passages, according to my best judgment, refer to that
saming of Christ, which took place when he visited,ond
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overthrew the Jewish nation forty years after his escen-
ston ; and that each of the other passages, refer to a time
still future, in whick Christ is to come, (whether visibly
or not, no one knows,) to raise the dead and transform
the living.

That the passage first referred. to, in Matthew xxiv, 9,
and that in James v, 8, both relate to the same event—
and to the coming of Christ to overthrow the Jewish na-
tion, I presume no one will doubt. To what the passage
in Acts iii, 20, refers,is not so elear, though I see no
reason to regard it, as referring to the same event, asthe
two just noticed. The “times of refreshing’ spoken of in
the 19th, and the ‘“‘times of restitution,” in the 21st, may
mean the samething; and may embrage, in their meaning,
all the remarkable dispensations of God, in prospering
the Gospel, from the time of Luke to the end of the Mes-
siah’s reign. The coming of Christ spoken of in the 20th
verse, I should consider as more probable, that which is
still future—his final coming, to raise all the dead, and
close his work of mediation, than any other. The idea
evidently suggested 1o the 21st verse, is, that Christ will
remain in heaven till the times of the restitution of all
things spoken of by the prophets, which we believe has
not yet closed; and will not be closed so long as any hu-
man being remains unrestored to sensible enjoyment of
God’'s power. The 20th verse, in which the coming of
Christ is spoken of|, naturally leads us to believe, that
Christ was not to come, (in the sense of the inspired writ-
er,) until these times of restitution. I therefore take the
ground, as probable, to say no more, that the coming of
Christ, spoken of in Acts iii, 10, is yet future, and refers
to the final consummation of the great work of Redemp-
tion.

The next passage referred to, is 1 Cor. xv, 23. “But
every man in his own order ;- Christ the first fruits; af-
terwards they which are Christ's at his coming? The
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eeference of ‘this passage, to a future time, and to a fo-
ture, literal resurrection, I regard as conclusively estab-
lished, by the connection, in which it stands. Through-
-out the whole chapter, the death and the resurrection of
the body, are, without doubt, made the prominent objects
of consideration. I regret the idea, that the resurrec-
tion spoken ofis a partial one—such an one asmy broth-
er E. C. supposes took place, at the time of Christ’s see~
-ond coming, from the fact that it is represented to be a
universal resurrection—a resurrection of ajJl mankind.—
“As in Adam all die ; even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.” verse 22. To make thie passage, and those con-
nected, refer to that coming of Christ, which is now past,
it must be made to appear, that then, all mankind had
- actually died, and that all had actually been raised from
the dead. But can this be made to appear?

The other passage referred to by my brother, is in'1
"Thess. iv, 15, as follows :—*For this we say unto yéu, by
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive, and re-
main unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them
which are asleep, &c.” On this passage, I admit that-
there is a dificulty in referring it to a yet future time,
from the fact, that in the above connection, (see ch. v,
1—38,) the idea seems to be conveyed, that the time of
Christs coming was ne.r at hand. But I have two reasons
for not adopting the opinion, that the coming spoken of,
«<hap. iv, 15, has taken place. 1. What is said in verses
1—3, of chap. 5, does not of necessity, refcr to what had
been said in the chapter preceding. Although this would
be the most natural inference; yet it does not follow,that
it would be the most correct. I can without distortion,
or wresting the passage, consider Paul as having, .ﬁﬂ_;
speaking of the final coming of Christ, to raise the d
directed his brethren to the second coming of Christ, re-
specting which they were, perhaps, to a considerable de-
Zree alarmed ; and their fears respecting W, might heve
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been exerted afresh, by what Paul said of the yet future
coming of Christ. I regard it, as at least probable, that
Paul changed his subjects, in the 4th chapter, from the

third coming, (as I think we may propetly call his yet
future coming,) to the second.*

*This shows to what absurd and ridiculous shifts theo-
logians will resort to, in order to support their arguments.
The amount of all this is, that the inspired writer, after
finding that he had frightened them at what he said about
the coming of Christ, went to work to smooth it over,
and to inform them that he did not mean the final com-.
ing. But why, pray, should the church at Thessalonica
be so terrified at the thought of the coming of their Lord?
This was the very thing which they desired above all
things; for then their sufferings were to cease, and they
were to enter into that rest, which the apostles continu-
ally exhorted them to wait patiently for. Another thing.
This was not a verbal address, but an epistle written, and
sent by the hand of another. So the way this writer has
worked it out, we must suppose that, after the apostle
found out that his brethren misunderstood his meaning,
and that “‘their fears were to a considerable degree alarm-.
ed,” in consequence, he altered his epistle, or caused it
to be altered, so as to quiet their fears. In my reply, I
lightly passed over this blunder, hoping that he would see
the error and frankly acknowledge it. Beirg willing to
spare him the mortification of seeing it dealt with accord-
ing to its merits. Nor would I now make these remarks,
did I not believe that justice demands it. Bat affer all,
I do not see but this is about as good an argument as
could be made according to his view of the subject. The
learned Doct. Adam Clark’s remarks upon the same sub-
ject, is scarcely less objectionable. He says, *“From not
considering the manner in which the apostle uses this
word, some have been led to suppose that he imagined
that the day of Judgment would take place in that gen-
eration; and while he and the then believers at Thessa-
lonica were in life. But it is impossible that a man un-
der so direct an influence of the Holy Spirit, should be
permitted to make such a mistake : nay, no man in the

exercise of his sober, reason could have formed sach. ag
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But my chief reason, and what appears conclusive to
me, for believing that a yet future resurrection is spoken
of, is the connezion in which the passage stands. If we
look at the 13th verse, we see that Paul evidently, speaks
of the literally dead, and of his hope of their resurrec-

opinion: there was nothing to warrant the supposition;
no premises from which it could be fairly deduced, nor
1ndeed any thing in the cércumstances of the church, nor
in the constitution ofthe world, that could have suggested
a hint of the kind.” Here the learned Doct. does not
deny that the words would fairly be understood to mean
that the day of judgment would be in that generation;
but he argues that if they areto be so undérstood, that
the apostle must have been mistaken. And so they must
be understood some other way. ‘“No man in the exer-
cise -of his sober reason could have formed such an opin-
ion.” We will allow that the apostle was ““in the exer- .
cise of his sober reason,” and see if we cannot find that
he had good authority for saying that Christ should come
in the clouds, and that too, in that generation? Wewill
just turn to the 13th chapter of St. Mark, verse 26. “And
then shall they see the son of man coming in the clouds,
with great power and glory.” Verse30. “Verily I say
unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these
things be done.” Yet in the face of such testimony as
this, the Doct. thinks, that “ne man in the sober exer-
cise of his reason, could have formed such an opinion.”
And takes for granted, that if the apostle did form such
an opinion, he must have been mistaken. I suppose Paul
did not doubt but that Christ told the truth, and meant
as he said, when he informed his disciples concerning his
second coming. But in our day, preachers do not be-
lieve it; and so they go on to hunt up some figurative
meaning to it, or to make out that that generation does
not mean that generation. Some impiously contend that
God’s holy angels, are the Roman soldiers. But I would
ask every man who pretends to preach the gospel of
Christ, who authorized you to say that he did not literal-
ly come in like manner as he was seen by his dwsciples \»
go up into heaven, that is, in a cloud, before thal geuexa-
tion passed away? By what authority do you 3% Loah



tion. ‘I would not have you ignorant, brethren, concern-
ing them that are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as oth-
ers, which have no hope.”’ (See verses following.) Is
there any thing in this verse, or in the connection, to
justify the idea, that bat a part of the dead are spoken

he did not mean as he said? Ifyou think it impessible,
just read the following short passages of scripture. Num-
bers xi, 23. *“*And the Lord said unto Moses, is the Lord’s
hand waxed short? thou shalt see now whether my word
shall come to pass unto thee or not.” Genesis x, 14.—
*“Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” I will here re-
late a circumstance to show what course another clergy-
man adopted, to shun the difficulty which this passage
presented to his views. In 1840,1 endeavored to con-
vince him that the coming of Christ spoken of in 1
‘Thess. 4th chapter, could be no other than his second
coming. He contended that it was not. And, said he,
youread a little farther, and you will see that it is not.
The Bible, he said, was not originally divided into chap-
ters and verses, and the subject is continued into the next
chapter. No more was said about it then, but-en exami-
nation afterwards, I found that instead of proving that I
was wrong, the next words proved substantially that I
was right. In conversation with the same gentleman,
sometime afterward, another clergyman being present, I
adverted te what he said before .upon this passage, and
showed him the words, “For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thiefin the night,”
was a quotation from what Christ said to the disciples
concerning his coming in that generation. And that it
proved conclusively that it was the same time. He then
made a shift by saying that the passage in Thess. did not
mean a literal resurrection. I was immeasurably aston-
ished. What! “For the Lord himselfshall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel,
and the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise
first” Is not this a resurrection from the dead? ‘“No
sir. It is not a literal resurrection.” Will you name a
passage that does mean a literal resurrection? “Yes sir.
The xv chapter of 1 Corinthians. And also in our Sav-
sour’s reply to the Sadducees.” And is thaval\l 1s tha
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of? Is there any thing to forbid the idea, that the same
‘all,’ spoken of in 1 Cor, xv, 22, is here meant?I can see
none. Iregard the passage as conveying a general truth,
in regard to all the dead. In whatever age, or clime, a
mortal body is committed to the grave, that the surviving
friend, with the light of the gospel, to cheer him, may
have hope, that thai friend will rise again.

If this is not the case—if we have not hope, that our-
selves, and all others will rise again, we may well adopt
Paul’s language, ‘If in this life only, we have hope, we
are, of all men, most miserable.” If all that the Bible de-
elares about the resurrection, and the coming of Christ,.
has already taken place, we surely have been wretchedly
deceived.

doctrine of the resurrection mentioned i the whole Bi-
ble but twice? No direct answer. I then endeavored
to cenvince him thet this passage in Thess. must mean
the same as the one in Corinthians;—that in both the.
dead were to be raised at the sound of the trumpet ; and
in Thessalonians, when he says, “Then we which are
alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds,” means the same as in Corinthians, where
he says, ‘‘We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be e¢hang-
ed.” He contended that it was not, and ridiculed the
idea that the living should literally be caught up to meet
the Lord in the aic. What then, does it mean, pray 1—
““It is figurative.” Figuratire of what,sir? What is to
to be understood by it? Was not Elijah seen to go up
into the air? No answer. I then asked him if he was
willing that I should say publicly that these were his
views upon this passage? No reply. I repeated the
question, but he was still silent. By this I judged that
although he could thus argue in private conversation, he
was not exactly willing to be reported as having expressed
such views. And in mercy to him, I will not give the
reader his name, though the gentleman who was present
would testify to all which I have stated. It is due, bow-
ever,to clergymen of other denominations,\o way,\nah
this gentleman was no other than a Universalist.
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In regard to the objection of E. C. that all christians,
living at the time of Christ’s second coming, was changed
from mortal to immertality, I' would ask, if there is not
an insuperable difficulty, in it, in view of the faet, that
a vizible church of immortalized beings, was in existence
at, and after Christ’s second coming? How could all
who were then alive, be changed, and received to heaven;
and yet a part—and such a large number, (for it does not
appear that their original number was at all lessened,)
remained in their mortal state ?

Another difficulty already suggested to my brother,
which is to me utterly irreconcilable, is the want of any
good ground of hope, on his theory, that all mankind will
eventually be raised from the dead.

The difficulty of E. C. in regard to the apparent con-
tradiction in Luke i, 33. 2 Cor. xv, 24, I answer satis-
factorily to my own mind, by saying that Christ’s king-
dom, in regard to all its essential parts and interests, will
remain forever, while, as a kingdom, governed by, him in
the capacity of @ mediator between God and man, will have
an end. There will be no end to the kingdom ; although
there will be an end to the peculiar government, now exer-
cised over it, by Christ the Me‘iiator between God and
man. .

Perhaps the remarks I have offered may be seen—by
my friend E. C. as well as others, to be perfectly conso-
nant to the plain meaning of Scripture ; and the dictates
of reason ; If not, I hope some one will endeavor to show
their incorrectness; and give us clearer and better light,
instead. S. T.

When this reply came out, I was sorry to see, that, in-
stead of giving the reasons called for, the writer merely
went on to tell what was his best judgment. I asked for
satisfactory reasons. Iknew before what was his bes

Judgment. And what I wished for, was for him or some-
body else, just to go into a fair examination,in order o
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show, ifthey could, that their judgment was correct. Or
whether correct or not, to let us have the result. How-
-ever, the next day after this came out, I wrote the fol-
lowing rejoinder.

-SecoNDp comiNg OF CHRIST. -

Br. Drew :—The subject of discussion, between my-
self and brother 'T'., has taken a different turn from what
I expected. Idid not decline answering his questions,
because I was unwilling to do every thing in my power
for the cause of truth, or in consequence of a want of
scripture testimony to sustain the sentiments advanced
in my communication, on the subject of the second com-
ing of Christ. But for other reasons,

It did not appear to me that he had weighed my argu-
ments at all, or scarcely read them. ' And I believed, and
I still believe that if any person will read all the passages
in the Bible, from the 12th chapter of Genesis to the 8th
chapter of Revelation, with no other view than to under-
stand its true meaning, he will find that in every single
passage where the second coming of Christ is spoken of,
it refess te his coming in the clouds of heaven immedi-
ately after the destruction of Jerusalem. In my humble |,
opinion it is a grand mistake which all denominations
have fallen into, that the Jews are yet tobe gathered into .
the land of their fathers; the city of Jerusalem to be re-
built, and they to enjoy temporal privileges as formerly.
For at the time that Jerusalem was overthrown, and the
temple destroyed, their covenant was broken, their pow-
er scattered, and they, as a people, forever annihilated.
This truth is so plainly taught in scripture, that it seems
almost needless to take up time to prove it; yet as it is
so universally misunderstood, (if my views are correct)
I will mention a few passagesto show that the common
opinion is not correct. I shall be as brief as possible,
and I hope that every one who feels an interest \n wondes-
standiog the truth, will turn to the passages quoted, wd
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read the connection in which they stand. ““Then shalt
thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with
thee, and shalt say uato them, even so will I break this
people, and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s vessel,
that cannot be make whole again.” Jer. xix, 10, 11.—
“And I took my staff, even beauty, and cut it asunder,
that I might break my covenant which I had made with
all the people.” Zechariah xi, 10.

No one, perhaps, will dispute, but that the time when
the old covenant was broken, was at the time of the de-
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans; and yet if they
are again to be gathered together, in this mortal state, it
must be under the same broken covenant. “For bebold
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and the j:roud,
yea, all that do wickedly shall be stubble ;—and tie day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” Mal-
achi iv, 1.

I will now turn to our Saviour’s explanation of the
parable of the tares. ‘“‘As therefore the tares are zather-
ed and burned in the fire; 80 shall it be at the end of this
world. The son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shall gather together out of his kingdom all things
which offend, and them which do iniquity ; and cast them
into a furnace of fire : there shall be wailing and gmash-
ing of teeth.” Matt. siii, 40—42.

This prophecy I believe was fulfilled when the Jews
were gathered together into the city of Jerusaleni, from
all countries before it was besieged by the Roman army.
As this is said to be at the end of the world, many have
been led to believe, that it is to be after the resurrection,
and yet future. Bat there are several serious difficulties
in the way, if we understand it in this sense. One is, it
would make the resurrection of the unjust come before
the resurrection of the just ; when the scriptures plainly

teach, the dead in Christ shall rise first.



49

In the next place it would prove, that the wicked would
be annihilated, afier being raised to immortality, whichi
is impossible. And if it is contended that they are sepa-
rated from the righteous, and doomed to endless misery ;
a difficulty remains, for how can immortality suffer mis-
ery ? God ‘“‘only hath immortality, dwelling in the light.’”
And it will not do to say that the devil hath immortality,
dwelling in darkness. The word immortality is never
used in scripture, where it can be understood in such a
sense.

If Tam correctin-this, it necessarily follows, that where-
ever the scriptures speak of the gathering togetiicr of the
children of Israel, after the destructicn of Jerusalem, or
wherever the new covenant is spoken of, it musi be un-
derstood to mean the spiritual kingdom of Clirist, in the
immortal state. I know that many will be surprised at
this; some no deubt will mock, and perhaps some will
say we will hear again- of this matter. Ifany one would
understand these things, he should read the Old and New
Testament through carefully and without the least pre-
judice, at least half a dozen times. He should care-
fully compare one passage with another, and be sure not
to force any passage to mean what he would have it mean.
I now proceed to notice brother T’s answer to my ques-
tion concerning the passages which speak of the second
coming of Christ. e thinks that the passagcs in Matt..
xxiv, 3, and James v, 8, refer to that coming of Christ,
which took place when he visited, and overthrew the
Jewish nation forty years after his ascension.

Now I ask what makes him think so ?—Christ did not
say that his coming would be to overthrow the Jewish-
nation, or at the time of the overthrow of the jewish na-
tion, but immediately afterward. The other passages, ba
thinks refer to a time still future. But what are W ree-
sons? I do not see as they amount 10 much of any Wy

4
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more or less, than that this view of the subject does not
agree with his notions concerning:it.

In regard to the passage in 1 Thess. iv, 15, he admits
that there is a difficulty in referring it to a yet future
time. And his attempt to reconcile it to his views, I
think is extremely unfortunate. But asI think it not
possible but that had he taken the second thought he
would have seen his error, I have no dispesition to in-
dulge in any remarks to his disadvantage. What does
brother T. mean by what he says about all the living be-
ing changed, at the coming of Christ? Who says that
all who were then alive were changed? Surely I have
gaid no such thing; neither did the apostle Paul say that
all the living should be changed at the coming of Christ.
He says, ““for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Does
Paul, in his epistles, always mean all the living, when he
uses the pronounwe? Does - he ever mean so in a sin-
gle instance? 1 do not now think of one single passage
in any of the epistles of the New Testament, where the
word has that meaning. Let us see ifit cannot be proved
by the words of Christ, as well as by the words of Paul,
that some who were on the earth in his time, should live
until the resurrection, and should not die. And first, let
us look at Matthew xvi. 24—-28. “Then said Jesus un-
to his disciples, if any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; and
whoseever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in ex-
change for hissoul? Forthe son of man skall come in
the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works. Verily I say
unto you, there be some standing here which shall not
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taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom.” Now brother T. let us examine this passage
just quoted. ‘Whosoever will lose his life for my sake
shall find it.” When shall he find it? I understand the
time to be when he should come in the glory of his Fath-
er with his angels to raise them to eternal life, and re-
ward every man according to his works. And when
should that be ? Answer. “Verily I say unto you, there
be some standing here which shall not taste of death, till
they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.’ The
wise ones, who abound in this world’s knowledge, have
been somewhat puzzled to make this agree with their
system of theology. Mr. Miller has it, that it was fulfilled
at the transfiguration of Christ on the Mount, only six
days after the words were spoken. But the words seem
to imply pretty plainly, that most of the disciples should
taste of death before the coming; and I think it proba-
ble, all but John. ’

And then again he was to reward every man according
to his works. So Mr. Miller wou!d make out that every
man was rewarded according to his works, more than
1800 years ago, and yet the same thing is to be done
over again in the year 18143. The coming of Christ spok-
en of in Matt. xxiv, Br. T'. admits was to be in the
generation in which he lived. Now look at the 40th and
41st verses. ““Then shall two be in the field, one shall
be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grind-
ing at the mill; the one shall be taken and the other
left.” Does not this look as if some should be changed
at the coming of Christ; and that coming, too, that all
Universalists believe to be past? Compare these two
verses with Gcenesis v, 24. “And Enoch walked with
God, and he was not, for God took him.”

Agair. John xi, 26. “Whosoevar \iveth o ‘oo-
lieveth in me shall never die.’ Yiere a nuesiion wtwwes,
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whosoever liveth, how long? Or until what time? Ans.
wer. The subject was upon the resurrection at the last.
day. And I hope it is not necessary to prove thatthe
last day, was at the end of the world, or second coming
of Christ. John xxi, 22, 23. “Jesus said unto him, if I
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? follow
thou me. Then went this saying abroad among the breth-
ren, that that disciple should not die.”” Here again a
question arises; how happened the disciples to under-
stand by this, that Jobn should not die, except they had
learned it from what their master had taught them? Now
let us turn to 1 Thess. iv, 15, and see if the words do
not plainly teach precisely what I understand the above
passages in Matthew and John, to teach. “For this we
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which
are alive, and remain uuto the coming of the Lord, shall
not prevent them which are asleep.”

Now I ask, if any person were to speak, or write, con-
cerning an event which he did not expect would take
place for the space of from eighteen hundred toten thous.
and years, would he express himself in this way ? Would
he not be much more likely to say, they who shall then
be alive? It appears to me that nothing is morc obvious,
than that he was speaking of an event that should come
to pass while some of the rightcous, (for this I believe
was his mecaning) should remain alive. Compare the
word remain, in this passage, with the samc word in 1
Corinthians, xv, 6. “After that he was seen of above
five hundred brethren at oncc ; of whom the grcater part
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.”

Br. T.says: “Another difficulty already suggested to
my brother, which to me is utterly irreconcilable is the
want of any good ground of hope, on his theory, that ail.
mankind will eventually be raised from the dead.” Br.
T. should consider that this does not ot all effect the
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‘goundness, or unsoundness of the theory; although if T
were of that mind I might perhaps be as unwilling to em-
brace it as he is. It does not at all weaken my confi-
-dence in the truth of the scriptures, becaxse they have
thus far been fulfilled. Nor does it give me the least
pain, to be assured that the ancient Patriarchs, Prophets
and Apostles; with the whole house of Israel, together
with the Gentiles, have so long enjoyed the blessings
promised under the new covenant, where all know the
Lord from the least unto the greatest. Where the wolf
and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat
straw like the bullock; and dust shall be the serpent’s
meat. Where they shall not hurt or destroy in all God's
holy mountain.

I gave an answer to Br. T’s question, in my reply to his
first communication on the subject, which I wasin hopes
would be ‘satisfactory, if he would take the trouble to
study it out. If he will open the book of Revelation and
begin at the 20th chapter, he will find that a resurrection
is there foretold. And it does not agree, as it regards
time, with the resurrection, at the second coming of
Christ; for it is after the beast was'to be worshipped by
peoples, and multitudes, nations, and tongues. Conse-
quently it muost be yet futare. It also differs in other re-
spects from that which was fore:old to the Jews.

There was nothing said by Christ, or Paul, about the
devil’s being bound a thousand ycars; nor that the rest
of the dead lived not again till the years were finished,—
As to the question respecting the first chapter of Luke,
brother T. entirely misunderstood me. The question
was— How can the first chapter of Luke from verse 67 to
the end, (meaning to the end of the chapter,) be satisfac-
torily and consistently understood, accordingto the com-
mon opinion, cither of Universalists or limitarians® Ovx
<o make a shorter guestion of it— Have the Jews {rom
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that time to this, been as a nation saved from their ene-
mies, and out of the hand of all that hate them? Have
they been delivered out of the hand of their enemies, that
they might serve God without fear, in holiness and right-
eousness all the days of their life? I suppose that it will
not do to close without saying a few words concerning
therighteous and the wicked; and if Br.T. does not
like the ‘style,’ he must blame himself for forcing it out. T
never considered that I was dissenting in the least from
my Universalist brethren in general, upon the subject of
public or private devotion. And though I may differin
opinion somewhat from brother T', yet itis no ways cer-
tain that we differ so widely as he seems to think for.—
But if he believes half the stories set afloat by the Ortho-
dox, in regard to miracles being wrought in answer to
their prayers, then indeed we do very essentially differ;
and it is very possible that we may continue to differ, till
one or the other of us shall change our mind.

Does Br. T. give credit to the story lately going the
round, about a- man being struck dum, in answer to the
prayers of a young lady? or has he forgotten it? Does
he believe all the ten thousand stories about the Holy
Ghost being called down, and resting upon their con-
verts, in answer totheir prayers? Iwould call the atten-.
tion of Br. T. to the following passage of scripture.—
““And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire
come down from heaven on the earth, in the sight of men,
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by means of
those miracles which he had power to doin the sight of
the beasts.” Now with all his sympathy, and fellowship
for the Orthodox, I ask him, if the management at Or-
thodox protracted meetings in our day, does not look a.
thousand times more like the fulfillment of this prophecy,

than it does like casting out devils, healing the vick, o3,
raising the dead !
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The language used by me, to which Br. T. first took
exception, is the following.—‘We all ought to know that
there have been no righteous, in the scripture sense of
the word, since the days of the apostles, and it is not ex-
actly modest for any one to claim to be such’ Now so
far from having altering my mind, I think that for
any one at this day, to claim to be righteous, in the scrip-
ture sense of the word, is not only immodest, but in the
highest degree sacrilegious. Let us now tuin to the pas-
sage of scripture from which we started, and see what is
meant by the righteous. ““The effectual fervent prayer
of righteous man, availeth much.”

This was the passage quoted in my first communica-
tion, which called out the remarks about the Orthodox
claiming to be righteous. I did not say that no prayers
since the days of the apostles have availed anything with
God, as Br. T. would make me say ; although if I I:ad, I
am not certain that it would have been greatly out of the
way ; guarded as it was by saying, in the scripture sense
of the word. Let us just notice what follows this pas-
sage in James v, 16. ““The cffectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” Elias was a man subject
to like passions as we are, and he prayed earuestly thatit
might not rain; and it rained not on the earth for the
space of three years and six morths. Aud he prayed again
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth
her frait.  'Who is there now on earth that can look this
passage in the face, and claim to be righteous in the
scripture sense of the word ?—Let us noticc another pas-
sage. ‘‘He that believeth not shall be damned. And
these signs shall follow them that believe: in my name
shall they cast out devils, they shall speak with new
tongues ; they shall take up serpeuts; and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them, they swalh hay
hands ou the sick, and they shall recover. o tnen ahex
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the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went
forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word with signs following.”—
Mark xvi, 16—20.

In this passage we see who were the righteous, or be-
lievers in the scripture sense of the word. Do we now
see professed believers, who call themselves righteous,
and others wicked, perform such wonderful works, as are
here spoken of. I am surprised that any Universalist
should advocate the sentiment that there are at this day,
righteous and wicked in the scripture sense of the word.
Br. T'. may perhaps think me more severe than ever, up-
on the crthodox, for intimating that they are now fulfil
ing the New Testament scriptures in their protracted
meeting worship. But do they not charge the Catholic
church with the same thing? And who can see sucha
vast diflerence between the sentiments of the Catholic and
Protestant churches, as to believe for a inomeunt, that one
is the doctrine of Christ, and the other the doctrine of
Anti-Christ 7 Do not the orthodox themselres, say as hard
things of cach other as they do of the Catholics, or even
of the Universalists. I can remember twenty or thirty
years ago, when they had little to do but differ among
themselves about baptism, close communion, and other
unimportant articles of their creed. But the main bone
of contention between them was, the doctrine of predes-
tination on one hand, and free will on the other. Often
have I heard them accuse each other of heresy, and
blasphemny, when at the same time, I could never see, if
we weigh their sentiments carefully, and impartially as
there is the least difference. The amount of their argu-
ments are commonly in substance like this. The Meth-
odist says to the Calvinist,—‘*Your doctrine is blasphem-
ous. You believe and preach,that God from eteraity,



57

decreed ail things; and fixed bounds which none can
pass. £o it is of no use to call on sinners to repent, or
for sintiers to try to repent, and if they are doomed to
endless wivery, it will be only fulfilling his decrees, and
in accordance with his will” The Calvinist feels the
force of this reasoning, and feels somewhat nettled, but
denics tlie charge of blasphemy, and retorts, saying,—
*Itis you taat blasplheme. IFor you hold that we are
saved by our own works, when the seripture says, it is
not of works lest any man should boast. You rob God
of the glory in the salvation of what are to be saved, and
claim it 1o vourself. And besides, you are as deep in the
mire as Lam; for you yourself’ adnnt that kuown unto
God ar: sV his works, from the beginning of the world.
And tiis amounts to the same thing as an absolute de-
cree, {or you cannot pretend that any thing can turn out
differcutly trom what God forcknew.” And they com-
m:)nl_v wind up by calling ecach other’s doctrine worse
than tniversalism,

Br. ‘I’ must not take for granted,that because I do not
think as he does about the righteous and the wicked,that
I have any bitter feclings towards the orthodox.  Weare
all child:en of one Father, and are al! sinners.  And if
we are all sinners, it does not become us to digpute a
great deal about which is the greatest sinner. But surely,
christian charity does not forbid our speakin.r the truth,
sometimes, at least.  have another question for Br. T.
Was tlic eomieg of Christ in Hebrews ix, 2=,the same as
in the several passages where he thinks the time is stil
future? il'so, how will it do tocall it his third coming?

And syt another.  What does Le think of the follow-
ing pass ! “In my Father's house are many man-
sions : i1t were not <o, { would have told you. [goto
prepare a place for you. And i’ I go and prepare a place
Sor you, 1 will come azain, and receive you uuto mysceir':
chat where I am, there may ye be also”  When wanhe
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to come and receive his disciples unto himself? Wasit
before they should all taste of death, or did he mean that
it should be at his third coeming, which Br. T. says is,
according to his best judgment, still future? And if the
latter, how shall we reconcile it to what he said John
xvi, 16. ‘A little while, and ye shall not see me:” and
again, “A little while, and yc shall see me; becauvse I go
uato the Fatlier.”” Does a little while mean upwards of
eighteen hundred years? E. Currier.

Norridgewock, July 4th, 1840,

Iere the discussion dropt,—whether brother Turner
was convinced that the common opinion was unsound, or
what the reason was, I do not kuow ; but he made no far-
ther attempts to “check the spread” of my sentiments.
In the Banner of Sept. 26, 1840, the following commu-
nication upon the subject of the resurrection appeared :

Arr wortTity or toHt ReEstrrEcTIoN.

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, the child-
ren ol this world marry and are given in marriage; but
they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that
world, and the resarrection from the dead, neither marry,
nor arc given in marriaze; neither can they die any more;
for they are equal to the angels; and are the children of
Giod, being the children of the resurrection.” Luke xx,
34, 35, 306.

This is a plain answer to a simple question, put by the
Sadducces to refute Jesus in his doctrine of the resurrec-
tion. Itappears to me that would people read the pas-
sage at the liead of this article, with the connection, and
parallel passages, and with an unprejudiced mind, they
would have little doubt respecting the happiness of all
mankind after the resurrection.

Many, however, belicve that the phrase—‘they which
shall be accounted wortiy to obtain that world, and the
resurrection from the dead,” implies that some arc not

worthy, and of course will never be received to a sate s,
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immortal bliss. But this idea is equally against their own
belief in the doctrine of alimited salvation. Limitarians
generally believe in the resurrection of arr, and must
either admit that they will die no more, being equl to
the angels, or deny the declaration of Christ. But if they
deny that all will be raised, then those who are net wor-
thy, being annihilated, will neither be susceptible of suf-
fering misery, nor enjoying happiness, which equally dis-
approves the doctrine of endless suffering.

The object of Christ was to prove to the Sadducees
the doctrine of the resurrection, and not to show how
many would be raised. Still in the 27th verse he plainly
teaches that al/l are worthy of the resurrecticn, ‘Now
that the dead are raised, [not a certain portim of the
dead, but the dead as a whole,] even Moses shewed at the
bush, when he called the Lord the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Feor he is not
a God of the dead but of the living; for &'l live unto
him.”  The dead being raised ‘can die no move, for they
are equal unto the angels, and are the childien of God
being the children of the resurrection.’

But to disprove this idea, the fullowing passage isoften
quoted from John v, 28,29. ‘Marvel not at this; for the
hour is coming, in which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth, tlicy that have done
good unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” Now admit
this to be a literal resurrection, (which by the way isnot
the case,) it proves that all are worthy of the resurrec-
tion; and this being admitted to make this passage har-
mounize with the texr, it must be conceded, that they can
die no nmiore. And to say that the evil are to be raised to
be eternally damned, makes Christ contradict himself;
for if they are damned after the resurrection instcad of
dying no more, they die (to usean orthodox phxiee) e\ex .
pally. And cannot be equal to \he ange\s.
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‘St. Paul says—““And have hope toward God, which
they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resur-
rection of the dead both of the just and the unjust.,”—
‘Acts xxiv, 15,

Now had Paul believed that those who are unjust here,are
to be raised, with the same principle, to suffer endlesg
woe, it would not have been a subject of kope with him—
he would have preferred that they should be annihilated;
for who in all the world can hope that any of the human
family, especially their friends, will be raised to suffer
ceaseless torments ?  But Paul believed that at the resur-
rectior, both the just and the unjust ‘would be delivered
from this bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God,’ fitted to participate in the joys of
immortality—hence he had hope toward God that this
grand eveut would take place. Then if the just and the
unjust arc subjects of the resurrection, it follows that all
are worthy, and can die no more.

The great question with Paul respecting the resurree-
tion, was not, how men lived or how they died, but ‘how
are the dead raised up.’ Hear him—*“So also is the res-
urrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is rais-
ed in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory; itis sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is
sown a natural body ; it is raised in a spiritual body.”’—
* % * # «For this—corruptible must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal put on immortality.” Where
does Paul get his authority ? Ilear the Saviour. ‘Neith-
er can they die any more; (which is tantamount to say-
ing they are immortal.) for they are equal unto the angels,
and are the children of God, being the children of the
resurrection.” G.K. 8.

Dixfield, 1840.
In this communication, there are some things, to be

sure which are not so bad as the seatiments held by the
‘orthodox ; yet Ithought the writerdid not give \he true
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meaning of the passage quoted at the head of his articla:
T'hat they that shall be accounted worthy to obtain that
world, and the resurrection of the dead, mesns that all’
shall be accounted worthy, does not appear at all likely
Why should the Saviour say, “they which shull be ac-
counted worthy,” ifall are to be accounted such? Cer-
tainly if this was the case, the words had no meaning,
and had better have becn left out. Nobody understands
them so when they occur any where clse, and it looks a
little too much like making the Bible bow to human
creeds, to make them mean so in this passage. The
phrase ‘“‘counted worthy,” occurs in 2 Thessalonians, i, 5.
“That ys may be counted worthy of the Lingdure of God.”’
And again in the same chapter, verse 11, “Vherefore
also, we pray always for yon, that our God wculd count
you worthy of this calling.” And who in all the world
would contend that they mean nothing? I have been
often asked my opinion of that passage, and several times
about the time this communication appecared. And
after giving my opinion, the enquirers appeured to be
satisfied with it.  And I did not thiuk of incurring Br.
Shaw's displeasure, just by giving my views concerning
it to the community through the Bauner: especially as I
took particular care to treat him with respect and gentle-
ness. Notlong before that article appeared, i had heard
two young Lmversalist preachers speak upon that pas-
sage, onc ol whom contended that there was a mis-trans-
lation, which made it read differently from whet it should
read. Tlc other gave it as his opinion that the Saviour
meant human beings, aud not animals, would be accoun-
ted worthy. This shows that Universalists themselves
were not agreed as to what the passage really means;
and I was saticfied that all, so far as I was acquainted
with their sentiments, were in the dark respecting ths
true meaning of the passage.

In regard also to the resurrection of damunation, L
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for some time been of opinion, that Universalists had

gone very far out of their way when there was no need of

it, to reconcile that passage with the doctrine of the Bi-

ble, that God will have all men to be saved. Accordingly

I wrote the following, which was published soon after :
Worrnv oF TuHe RESURRECTION.

“And Jesns answering said unto them, the children
of this world marry and are given in marriage: but they
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world,
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor
are given in warriage: neither can they die any more :
for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children
of God, being children of the resurrection.” Luke xx.
34, 36.

Br. Drew:—In the last number of the Banner is an
able and well written article, (as far as I am a judge,)
upon this passage of scripture. The object of the writer
seems to be, to prove that both the just and the unjust,
shall be raised to immortality and holiness; and to refute
the unscriptural doctrine of endless misery. So far, his
work is done, and well done—yet it appears to me that
there is something to be understood by this passage which
he seems to overlook. The writer says—‘“Many, how-
ever, believe that the phrase—‘they which shall be ac-
counted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection
from the dead,’ implies that some are not worthy, and of
course will never be received to a state of immortal bliss.
It certainly appears to me that the words, ‘“they which
shall be accounted worthy,” do clearly and fairly imply,
that in some sense or other, some shall not be accounted
worthy, and is equivalent to saying directly, that some
shall not be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and
the resurrection from the dead. In the chapter succeed-
ing this, the same form of speech is used, and as far as [
am able to see, in precisely the same sense. After in-
forming his disciples of the woes that should come upon
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the Jews before his second coming, the Saviour says,
Luke xxi. 26, ““Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that
ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
man.” In this passage, no one would contend that all
were to be counted worthy to escape all the things which
Christ foretold should come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man. The awfal calamities which were to
fall upon the house of Israel, pt the end of the world, it
was foretoid by the prophets, and by Christ, they would
not and couid not escape. Among the many passages
that go to prove this, is the following. Matthew xxiii.
33. “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers! how can ye
escape the aamnation of hell ?”

It should always be kept in mind, while reading the
scriptures, that they speak of a special and a eommon
salvation—a resurrection of the just and of the unjust.
In my opinion, it is by overlooking this distinction, more
than any thing else, whicl has led to such erroneous, and
unscriptural views concerning the resurrection. I Lave
no doubt but the resurrection of the just was what
the Saviour alluded to in the passage in question. The
apostle Paul says, Philippians iii. 7, 11, “But what things
were guain to me, those 1 couuted loss for Christ.  Yea,
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excel-
lency of the koowled:e of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom 1 have sutizred the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, thut I may win Christ, and be found in
him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the
Jaw, but that which is through the fuith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith : that I may know
him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellow-
ship of his suflerings, being made conlormable unto his
death; if by any meuns I might attain unto the resurrec-
tion of the dead.” 1In this passage it is implied that all
should not be accounted worthy to attain unto \he teaas-
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vection of the dead. And that Paul himself would not;.
unless he should continue faithful.

‘T'he many passages of seripture in which the apostle
Paul teaches the resurrection of all the dead, makes it
evideut to my mind, that he, in this passage alluded to
the resurrection of the righteous. But all this only proves
that the righteous are to surpass the unrighteous in glory,
in the resurrection, and not that all shall not be made
holy and happy. As to the passage in John v, 28,29, I
cannot see why it should not be understood to mcan a lit-
eral resurrecdon.  The Saviour in this passage speaks
of the resurrection, both of the just and of the unjust;
and to the Sadducees I think he alluded only te the just.

Br. G. K. S. «ays—*“T'o say that the evil are raised to
be eternally damned, makes Christ contradict himself;
for if they are damned after the resurrecticn, instead of
dying no more, they die [to use an orthodox p!-rase] eter-
nally, and cannot be equal to the angels.” ‘*Vhether all
are to be equal to the angels in the resurrection or not, is
iu my opinion doubtful, to say the least. At any rate,
this passage docs not prove it, unless Christ i.ad allusion
to all the dead. If we admit that the unjust arc damned
after the resurrection, it does indced prove tiie orthodox
doctrine of eternal death, if we are bound tc go to their
dictionary for the definition of the words ¢zmned and
damnation. But on no other ground can an: such thing
be made out. If we admit that some are damned after
the resurrection, I do not see as it is any proof that all
will not be blessed, and made alive in Chris!, unless we
go out of the Bible to find the meaning ol words. Letus
examine oune or two passages where the words damned or
damnation occur, and see where it will land the ortho-
dox, admitting that the word damned, meaus to be doom-
ed to endless misery. ‘“‘Marvel not at this: for the hour
is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall ceme forth; they that havedons
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good, unto-the resurrection of life; and they that bave
done evil unto the: resurrection of damnation.’ They
that have done good.—What good can the Orthodox-pre-
tend that they bave done, to entitle them to eternal life,
while others for the evil which they have done, must be
doomed to eternal torment? The truth is, it is not for
the good which they have done or mean to do, by which
they expect to fare so much better than others; which
they are compelled to admit, do as much good in.the
world as they do.

Again. ‘He that believeth and is . baptised shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Per-
baps no passage of scripture is ofiener quoted by the Qr.
thodox, than this. And what they mean by it is, that all
who do not.believe, are doomed to suffer the pains of an
endless hell. I have often thought that if they would go
on far enough to see what the passage evidently. means;
they. would not be quite so eager to give it this interpre-
tation. These are the words which follow: ‘“And thess
signs shall follow. them that believe :. in- my name shall”’
they cast out devils; they shall speak with new: tongues}
they shall take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them ;. they shall.lay hands on the
sick and they shall recover.” Now according tothis pas.
sage, take it altogether ; if to be damned is to be dooms .
ed as they say, to endless torment, it is as true as it ia
awful that all who have not the power to work' miracles;
must be doomed to suffer the pains of an Osthodox hells
It is a common thing 10 see people contend with as much
earnestness, as if their eternal salvation was at stake, for
sentiments which if true, would as certainly land them in
endless misery, as it is-that they areliving. Let us for a
moment compare this passage in Mark xvi, 16, witk
another passage, and see if it cannot be understood in a
different and more consistent way tham W s undersiood
by the gnhodox. 1 Tim. ix,10.. “For \nereira we
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both laber and suffer reproach, because we trust in the
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially of
those that believe.” Here we read that God is the Sav-
iour of all men. Of course he is the Saviour of unbe-
lievers that are damned. In both passages, believers
certainly mean the same. In one passage it says, “he
that believes not shall be damned, and he that believes
shall be saved.” In the other, it says that “God is the
Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.”
E. C.

Norridgewock, Sept. 28th, 1840.

On the 5th of December, the second communication
from the pen of G. K. S,, came out in the Banner. Here
it is.

ALL WORTHY OF THE RESURRECTION.

Br. Drew :—In the Banner of the 17th inst. is a com-
munication over the signature ‘E. C.’ containing some
strictures upon an article from my pen, headed as above.
I presume that the readers of the Banner, who have no-
ticed his articles upon the coming of Christ, and the re-
surrection, will conclude that he must have been raised
to a state of perpetual wakefulness, upon these subjects,
whether he is just or unjust. Well, he appears to write
in perfect good feelings, and if he can give additional
light upon these subjects, I bid him God speed.

As I was not certain that I comprehended his meaning
in his last article, I have carefully read all the articles
that have appeared in the Banner from his pen since
April 25, upon the coming of Christ and the resurrection:
In this communication, I have not confined myself wholly
to an examination of his last article, but have called the
attention of the reader to some of his former articles.—
This accouunts for its length.

As far as I can learn, from acareful examination of his
views, he believes that the coming of Christ, and the

resurrection, spoken of in the four gospels, wnd ntha
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'ipililec, all refer to oné time, and wete to take place at
or soon after the destruction of Jerusalem, and of course
‘that the scriptires upon these points are fulfilled. Their
views with regard to the coming of Christ during the life
time of some who listened 1o his instructions, are prob-
ably correct, but that the resarréction in all cases in the
gospels and the epistles refers to the same time, I very
much docbt.

It appears to me that the scriptures plainly teach both
a moral and a literal resurrection, and that E. C. con-
founds one with the other.

He believes that Christ, in his reply to the Sadducees,
had reference to the just, ‘‘that the wotds, ‘they which
shall be accounted worthy’ do ‘clearly and fairly imply,
that in some sense or other, some [the unjust I suppose
he means] shall not be accounted worthy.” In proof of
this he quotes Luke xxi, 26. In the phrase, that ye may
be accounted worthy to escape all these things ‘that shall
some to pass,’ no doubt is implied that some would not
be counted worthy to escape, but it does not follow that
Christ should be understood in the same sense in his con-
versation with the Sadducees. The Sadducees denied
the doctrine of immortality altogether, and upon this sub-
ject, they wished to perplex the Saviour. The object of
his reply is not to show how many are to be raised, but
to show that the dead as a whole—without particular ref-
erence to the just or unjust—should be raised. He does
not see fit to dispute the doctrine of the Pharisees at this
time, who believed in the resurrection of the just only,
hence he does not say in so many words that all are wor-
thy of the resurrection ; but it is not to be inferred from
this that he would countenance the notion of the Phari-
sees, by confining the resurrection to the just, for he
plainly shows in the context, as we proved in our former
article, that all the dead are worthy of the resurrection
and the only prerequisite is to be dead wnd need Lo
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raised. Christ aims to show the. condition and not the
number of men in the. resurrection state; ‘neither can
they die any more for they are equal unto the angels, and
are the children of God, being the children of the resur-
rection.’

Paul preached Jesus and.the resurrection. He founded
bis faith in the same, on the fact that Christ had been
raised from the dead; hence he had ‘hope toward God,
which they themselves also. allow, that. there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust;’—.
this I think, proves the literal resurrection of all the dead.

But the passage E. C. quotes in his.article on the com-
ing of Christ (see Banner Apr, 25,) ‘for thou shalt be re-
compensed at the resurrection of the just,’ Luke xiv, 14,
alludes to a moral resurrection as may be seen by con-
sulting the context, and the recompense is the same as
the good re¢eived. when they came forth to.the resurrec~
tion of life, John v, 29,—they entered.into the life of the
gospel.

E. C. quotes Phil. iii, 7—11, in which -he thinks ‘it is
implied that all should not.be accounted worthy to attain
unto the resurrecyion of the dead, and .that Paul himself
would not, unless he should continue faithful.” But does
E. C. believe that the resurrection to immortality depends
upon the faithfulness of the creature, or upon any thing
we can do? If so, why is ‘eternal life’ called a ‘free
gift, and not of works? And why does. he think that
Paul implied that only. the righteous would be accounted:
worthy to attain unto the resurrection of the dead, if he
in other passages taught ‘the resurrection of all the
dead?

In his former article to which we have called the at-
tention of the reader, he admits the resurrection of both
the just and the unjust in the following order—uviz:.
‘Christ the first in order, the just next in,order, and at
the end, and last in order, the unjust.’ Thisx proves all
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we ask; viz : that all are worthy of the resutrection, and
us Christ certifies, that they will be ‘equal to the angels.’
Buppose it'a fact that the just are raised first, it does not
follow that the unjust when raised, will not be equal to
the angels. But he thinks his view of "the subject ‘only
proves that the righteous are to surpass'the unrighteous
in glory, in the resurrection, and not that all shall not be
made holy and happy.’ But if all are rewarded “in body
according to ‘that he hath done whether good or bad.”
What claims has one morc than another in the resurrec-
tion state? Can there be degrees of happiness in the
state of immortality? And if "the unjust are made com-
pletely holy and happy, can the righteous, or angels be
more so?

In his article of April 25, we find that E. C. believes
that the resurrection, in the order that he explains it,
“took place at, or soon after the destruction of Jerusa-
lem.” And with other passages, he quotes the follow-
ing: ‘““And every creature which is in heaven, and on
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in
them, heard I saying blessing, honor, glory and power,
be unto him'that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb forever and ever,”” and says, ‘““This I'sincerely be-
lieve is what was to be fulfilled at the coming of Christ
in the clouds of hedven, with power and great glory.—-
And that it was in the life time of some who were then
living. And'that some of his disciples, John, if no oth-
er, weas alive, and was one of the just who were changed.”
Now as he thinks that the resurrection spoken of in the
epistles tooi: place at the same time, he of course believes
(see 1 Cor. 15)that the dead was then raised incorrupti-
ble, that this corruption put on in-.urruption, this mortal
put on immortality, and that those who had not slept,
{which includes all the living) were ‘‘changed in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye;” death lost its s\\ng,
-and grave its viciory. But did any thing ke Ui ke
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place at the destruction of Jerusalem? h is contended
that the phrase, ‘we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be.
chauged,’ does not include all living; it should be re-.
membered that Paul speaks of those who would not be
asleep, in contradistinction from all the dead, conse-
quently he means all then living. We come then, to the
conclusion, that all the dead were raised, and all the liv-.
ing were changed, or as E. C. would haveit, all the just
were changed in a moment, aud ‘every creature’ com-
menced ascribing ‘praise, honor, glory and power unto
tne Lamb forever and ever.” Bat what evidence have we
that this event took place at the second coming of Christ?
If the just were changed, as E. C. asserts, at this time,
why was Christ so particular to point out to his.disciples
the way in which they could escape the destruction of"
the anbelieving Jews? They certainly could bave been
changed in one place as well as another Why then did
not our Lord tell them that all the just, those who were
his followers, and endured unto the end, should be chang-
ed in a moment, and that it would be necessary to make
no effort to escape from the city? The fact that Christ
gave them such instructions as enabled them to know
whea the judgments that were to come upon the Jews as.
anation were nigh, that they might flee to the moun-.
tains, and escape, and that he informed them that even
the elect could not be saved, except those days of tribu-
Iation should be shortened, convinces me that neither
Christ nor his apostles taught that the just, then living,
or any others, would be changed, and that the dead
would be raised incorruptible at that time.

1t is plain that before the kesurrection and the change,
which Paul treats upon in 1 Cor. 15, takes piace,Christ’s
reign must be accomplished, “For he must reign, till he
hath put,all enemies under his feet. The last engmy that
shall be destroyed is death,” and then_he will have “put
all things under his feet,” the dead will,bg,raised and,the
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living changed. Butif all this tock place at the second
eoming of Christ, then his reign closed nearly 1800 years
ago. But had Christ “‘put down all rule, and all author-
ity, and all pewer” at that time, and were all enemies put
under his feet? Had he then subdued death, the last ene-
my?. Had he subdued all things unto the father 7 If not,
then the object of his reign had not been accomplished,
and the time, in which the living should be changed, had
Rot arrived.

It appears to me, that nt the second coming of Christ,
commenced his spiritual reign in the earth, the day which
God ‘hath appointed,’ ‘in the which he shall judge [‘rule
or govern’] the world tn righteousness, by that man,
[Christ] whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath givem
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him froar
the dead.’ Christ is now governing the world in right-
eousness, rewarding every man according to his works,
and will continue to, till he has subdued all things unto
the Father, gathered all things in Christ, according to his
purpose, and reconciled the whole intelligent universe to
God. ‘For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fullness dwell ; and having made peacethrough the blood
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself.’
Then having accomplished his reign, he will himself be-
come subject unto the Father, that ‘God may be all in
all’  Then, the dead being raised, the living changed,
and death and the grave will no longer be victorious.—
But few will pretend that these things have already trans-
pired.

E. C. cannot see why John v, 28, 29, **Marvel not at
this; for the hour is coming, in which all that are in
their graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth;
they that have dune good, unto the resurrection’ of life,
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection’ of
damnation,” may not be understoed to mean a {exel xe-
swrection ;. but I am unable 10 see that ve prodnces wwy
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proof that it should be so understdod.  He reasous some
upon the damnation of unbelievers, but fails toohow that
uus dammation is after death.

. It is generally admitted that this¢ passage, and Daniel
xii, 3, ‘““And many of them that slept in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt,” both allude to the same
evént. Verse 1 certifies that when this event takes place
““there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation, even to that same time,” and is near-
ly quoted by the Saviour, Matthew 24, which proves, -as
E. C. will admit, that it was to take place at the destrue~
tion of Jerusalem. - Now why should the above two pas-
sages, be understood as teaching a literal resurrection,
any more than Ezek. xxxvii, 12. ‘“Behold, O my people,
I will open your graves, and cause you'to come up outof
your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.”

- Qur friend says—‘‘Whether all are to be equal to the
angels in the resurrection or not, is in my opinion doubt-
ful to say the least.” Well, this is a- question between
him and Christ, and not between .him and me. Our Sav-
iour says they are. ‘At any rate,” continues the writer,
“this passage [containing Christ’s Janguage to the Sad-
ducees, Luke xx, 34—36, I suppose he means] does not
prove it, unless Christ had allasion to all the dead.” Very
well, but we have seen that the, context shows that he
did. He spake in reference to the will of the Father.—
“The Father loveth the Son and hath given all things
into his hands.” He came to do his will. ‘‘And this is
the Father’s will who hath-sent me that of ail which he
hath given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it
up again at the last day.”

He says, “If we admit that some are damned after the
resurrection, I do not see as it is any proof that all wil
not be blessed, and made alive in Christ.” But where is
the proof that any are damned afier they die, for what



73

they do before they-die, or that they are damned at alt
after death? And suppose we admit that some are dame
ned after their resurrection to immortality, it appears to
wme that we shall also have to admit the Orthodox defini-
tion of the term ; for where in the Bible do we read of
‘deliverance from damnation in the immortal state?

I admit that the “unbeliever that is damned™ will be
‘saved from his-unbelief, and consequently from condem~
nation, but I do not believe that there will be unbelievers
‘or condemned omes in the future. I repeat that it appears
‘evident, that both a moral and literal resurrection is
taught in the Bible. Atleast this is my view of the sub-
ject, and not mine alone, for I do not rank with those
who write ‘labored original articles for the press.

There is a great variety of opinions respecting the re-
surrection, and they are frequently rather speculative, be-
cause we cannot comprehend it—it is enough for us to
know that ‘because He lives, we shall live also.’

Suppose, then, that E. C. and myself should discuss
every passage in the scriptures, that treats upon the re-
surrection, to determine whether it alludes to a spiritual
or literal resurrection, to a past or future event. I very
much doubt its being profitable to us or edifying to our
readers.

He believes that all are sinners, but that they will
eventually be freed from sin, and be made holy and hap-
Py, and of course that alf are worthy of being raised from
this sinful state, to a state of purity and bliss. I believe
the same; and here I am willing to let the matter rest.

Dixfield, Oct. 30, 1840. G. K. 8.

On perusing this commanication, I saw that it would
be in vain to try any longer to get our ministering breth-
ren, and writers into a candid discussion upon the topics
which appeared to me to be of such vast iwmportance. ™y
awo of the correspondents of the Banuert had ditechy v
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ticed them ; and they, both of them, had studiously avoid-
ed every question, the consideration of which would
break up the smooth track in which they had so long
travetled. I saw occasionally, however, some backhanded
thrusts, intended as I thought to ridicule my views. I
thought it possible, also, that both the editor and readers
of the Banner were sick of it, and I concluded to trouble-
them no more. And although Br. Shaw, in "the outset
bids me God speed, yet he winds off by saying he is wil-
ling to let the subject rest. No wonder. But he need
rot have made this request, for in the first place I had no.
inclination to get into an angry debate with him upon the-
subject, because such a course always injures a goed
cause. And in the next place, there were more errorsin-
his communication than could possibly be refuted in am-
article of reasonable length for the Banner. But I will
now proceed to consider his arguments at length, and I
hope with candor and fairness. His sneers about what
he is pleased to call “perpetual wakefulness,” ‘labored
original articles,” &c, may pass for what they are worth,
I have nothing to do with them. But every thing in the
shape of argument shall be attended to. He says—‘‘As1
was not certain that I comprehended his meaning in his
last article, I have carefully read all the articles that have
appeared in the Banner, from his pen, since April 25,
upon the coming of Christ and the resurrection.” This
is right. Ot course, then, he must have seen some doz-
en or twenty questions, if no more, which it would be
very important that he should reply to; not one of which
has he noticed. In my article of April 25; I asked, if
the end mentioned in 1 Corinthians, xv, 24, “Then com-
eth the end, when he shall have delivered up the king-
dom to God, even the Father,” should not be understood
to mean the same as the end, mentioned in Mark xiii, 7,.
“but the end shall not be yet,” and other passages wheres
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we read of the coming of Christ at the end of the world:.
If he expects to show that my views are erroneous, it ap-
pears to me of the first importance, that this question be
attended to. It appears to me very obvious, that the
apostles arguments recorded in 1 Corinthians xv, and also.
in 1 Thessalonians iv, concerning she coming of Christ
and the resurrection, are founded chiefly upon the dis-
course of Christ to his disciples, on the Mount of Olives..
If I am correct in this, it follows that ““the end,” in both
cases mean the same thing, viz: the end of the Jewish
world. And why did not the writer attend to this ques~
tion, and give sume satisfactory reason if he could, why
they should not be so considered? Does he think it
enough to say, he “very much doubts” it? If thisis
sufficient, the infidel can stand ready armed against all ar-
guments that can be deduced from the Bible. All that
would be necessary for himn 10 say would be “I wery
much doubt.” He says, “It appears to me that the scrip-
tures plainly teach both a moral and a hteral resurrec-
tion, and that E. C. confounds one with the other.” This
100, is a very convenient way of dodging questions. So
when Christ said,—*“And he shall send his angels with:
a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather to-
gether hiselect from the four winds,from one end of heaven
to the other,””—he was speaking of a moral resurrection.
But when Paul says, “the trumpet shall sound and the dead
shall be raised,” it means a literal resurrection ; although
both are to be at the end ofthe world. When Christ said
~—*‘for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of
the just,” it must be understood to mean a “‘moral resur-
rection,” but where Paul speaks of the resurrection of
the just, it means a ‘“literal resurrection.” Andwe must
be carefal not to “‘confouad one with the other.”” This
is a very easy way of sliding over questions which could
not be answered.
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‘No one disputes that'the scriptures speak of a moril
resurrection. But when we read of the resurrection at
the last day, coming of Christ, or end of the world, a
moral resurrection is not all that is meant, neither can
the Rev. Mr. Shaw prove that it is. After disposing of
all these questions without attempting'to answer a single
one of them, he says, ‘“In the phrase, that ye may be
accounted worthy to escape all ‘theve things that should
come to pass,’ no doubt is implied that some would not
be counted worthy to escape, but it does not follow that
Christ should be understood in the same sense in his con-
versation with the Sadducees.” He then goes on with a
long round-about story, to make out that bemg “‘counted
worthy,” does not mean the same in both passages. I
shall not undertake to follow him through all his tarn-
ings and windings ; for if'l can show that in both passa-
ges, the subject was upon the resurrection, Isoppese this
will be sufficient.

It will be remembered that this conversation was to the
disciples alone on the Mount of Olives. “‘They came to
him privately, saying, tell us when shall these things be ?
and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world?’ After informing them ‘concerning the
signs, hé told them that his coming should be before that
generation should pass away. Aad all Universalists agree
in this, that the time of his coming, in this passage
if not in others, was at the time of the destruction of Je-
rusalem. They also agree in this, that this event happen-
ed nearly forty years after these words were spoken by
the Saviour. I suppose, too, that it will beconceded that
the disciples were nearly all dead before this event trans-
pired; ‘and I think all except John. The passage in
question reads thus: “Watch therefore, and pray always,
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the
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Sen-of man.” Now I ask the plain question; and-I hops
it will not be treated as my questions have heretofore
beén treated ;—how.could the disciples stand before the
Son of man at his coming, except they were first rais-
ed from the dead? Paul says, Romans xiv, 10, 11,
““We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ
For it is written, as I live, saith the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”"
Does Paul mean that all were to stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ, and every knee bow, and every
tongue coufess to God, before the resurrection? Surely
Br. Shaw, all these things are against you. Again:—
“But the passage E. C. quotes in his article on the com-
ing of Christ, [see Banner April 25,] ‘for thou shalt be
recompensed .at the resarrection of the just,’ Luke xiv,.
14, alludes to. a moral resurrection, as may. be seen. by
consulting the context, and the recompense is.the same
as the good received .when they came forth to the resur-
rection of life, Jobn v, 29,—they entered into the. life of.
the gospel.”” Here he asserts that the resurrection of
the just, in Luke xiv, 14, is to be understood to0 be a mor-
al resurrection, as may be seen by consulting the con-.
text. 1 wish he had tried to show this, for surely I can
see nothing inthe context which goes to give it that mean-
ing. And I considerit an insult to the understanding of
his readers,  to make such an-. assertion. It shows,.
however, how readily he can dispose of every difficulty
which bappens to come in his way. IHe might, with aé
much propriety, assert that the resurrection of the just,
in Acts xxiv, 15, should be understood a moral resurrec-
tion, and then say “it may. be seen by consulting the con-
text.” The Rev. Mr. 8. says further, “E. C. quotes Phil.
iii, 7=11, in which he thinksit is implied that all should
not be accounted worthy to attain unto the resurrection
of the dead, and Paul himself would not, un\ess e Lo\
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eontinue faithful. Batdoes E. C. believe that the resur
rection to immortality depends upon the faithfulness of
the creature, or upon any thing we can do? If so, why
is ‘eternal life’ called a ‘free gift,’ and not of works ?—
And why does he think that Paul implied that only the
righteous would be ‘accounted worthy to attain unto the
resurrection of the dead,’ if he in other passages taught
‘the resurrection of all the dead?” He seems to make it
a point which he is determined to stick to, that because
it is admitted that all will be raised from the dead, that
all are to be counted alike worthy. I will not accuse him
of unfairness, but I hardly think he can be satisfied with
his own reasoning.” Hae asks, “‘can there be degrees of
happiness in the immortal state.” I will reply to this by
asking him a few questions. If Paul believed that all are
equal in the resurrection, why did he say,—*“If by any
means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”
He was sure of being made equal to the angels, whether
he was found in Christ at his coming or not. “But I keep
under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that by
any means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a cast away.” But what if he was a cast-away?
Why should he strive to obtain an incorruptible crown?
. He was sure of being equal to the angels, according to
Mr. S’s theory, and none could be more so. What sense
is there in saying,—*Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give tbee a crown of hife.”” The apostle Paul, quot-
ing from the prophet Isaiah, says, ‘“‘Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things that God hath prepared for them that love
him.” Why are these things prepared for them that love
God, if all are equal m the resurrection? But perhaps
the gentleman will say, these things were prepared for
them, and that they enjoyed them when they entered into
the life of the gospel in this werld. Let usconult the
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word of God farther. 1 John iii,2. ‘““Beloved, now are
we the sons of God ; and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but we know that whea he [Christ] shall ap-
pear, we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he
is.” Surely no man ever enjoyed the life of the gospel
in this life in a greater degree than the apostie John did.
But he waited patiently the coming of his Lord, before
he could enjoy the things which were prepared for them
that loved God. I repeat that I can hardly believe that
Br. 8. can be satisfied with his own theory. Butitis
extremely humiliating for most men to see and acknowl-
edge their own errors. ‘‘But if all are rewarded” “in
body accerding to that he hath done, whether good or
bad.” Mr. S. gives this upon other authority than his
own, and I suppose he intended that his readers should
understand it as scripture. But if thereis such a passage,
I cannot find it. I hope he does not mean to pervert the
scriptures. In 2 Corinthians v, 10, we read, “For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, ac-
cording to that he hath done, whether itbe good or bad.”
This, be it remembered, was to be when all should ap~
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, and is so far
from supporting the hypothesis that all are equal in the
resurrection, that it blows it all to the wind. Compare
this with Matthew xvi, 27. “For the Son of man shall
come in the glory of his Father with his angels ; and then
he shall reward every man according to his works,”—
“Can there be degrees of happiness in the state of immor-
tality? And if the unjust are made completely holy and
happy, can the righteous or angels be more so?” I ask
in turn,—what is the reason there cannot be degrees of
happiness in the state of immortality? Is it not possible
that Christ will enjoy a greater degree of happiness than
the wnjust? And will not his disciples, while swing vy
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en thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, enjoy »
greater degreé of happiness than the unbelieving Jews.

Hebrews xi, 32—385. *““And what shall I more say ? for
the time would fail. me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Sampson, and of Jephthea; of David also, and
Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith sabdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises,stop-
ped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant.in fight, turned to flight the
armies ofthe aliens. Women received their dead raised.
to life again ; and others were tortured, not accepting.
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion.” What is to be understood by this? Did these
not expect to receive a better resurrection, than if they.
had denied the faith? Or did they expect to receivea
better ‘‘moral” resurrection 7.

It would be an.uphill business to try to make. out that
there can be no degrees of happiness, or of glory in the
immortal state. Cannot the righteous surpass the un-
righteous in glory, in the resurrection, and yet the resur-
rection of the unrighteous be glorious? I think that the
resurrection of the righteous at the second ceming of
Christ, was to be so transcendantly glorious, that com-
pared with this, the resurrection of the unjust, though in
asense glorious, was said to be a resurrection. of.damna-
tion. Paul says, 2 Corintbians, iii, 9, 10. “For if the
ministration of condemnation [damnation] be glory,much
more doth the ministration of righteousness excead in
glory. Tor even that which was made glorious had no
glory in this respect,by reason of the glory that excelleth.”
Bo I believe in regard to the resurrection. They which
were to come forth out of their graves to the resurrection
of damuation, [¢ondemnation] although this was glorious,
“yet had no-glory in thris respect; by reason of the glorg
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that excelleth.” And this in my opinion, is the only ra-
tional way to a#count for the fact, that Christ and Paul
sometimes spoke of the resurrection in such a way, aste
convey the idea that only the righteous were to experi-
ence it. In this sense, all that would-believe, and should
continue faithful until the coming of* Christ, should be
saved, or attain.unto the resurrection of the dead: The
next paragraph in Br. Shaw’s article which I shall notice,
is this. *It is contended that the phrase, ‘we shall not
all sleep, but we shall be changed,’ does not include all
living ; it should be remembered that Paul speaks of those
who would not be asleep, in contradistinction from all
. the dead, consequently he means all then living.” T am
at a loss to see how he makes this out. The words are
these. “‘Behold, I shew you a mystery :- we shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed.” Now it is evident
that if all that were to be changed, means all the dead,
then all that slept means all the dead, and not otherwise.
What the apostle means is evidently this. We who are
in Christ, by a ““tsue and living faith,” shall not all of us
fall asleep, or die, before the coming of the Lord. But
all of us which shall remain, shall be changed, in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye. Aund now let us look
and see where the apostle got his authority for this.—
Paul “‘reasoned out of the scriptures.” He was not- call-
ed to go forth and utter new prophecies, but he “taught
none other things than such as Moses and the prophets,
and Jesus did say should come to pass.” Where then, I
repeat, did he get his authority for saying the livingshould
be changed? Jesus said to Martha, speaking of the re-
surrection at the last day,—‘‘He that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall- never die.” And his
meaning was simply this. Whosoever believeth in me,
and shall be alive on earth at the last day, ot eud o\\ne
world, shall.not die, but shall be changed, (ot \Rsew
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was Enoch and Elijah) and shall not taste of death. And
though he were dead, yet when that tim® comes, he shall
live. Upon this ground, vothing canbe moreintelligible
or easy to be understood than this. But theologians,
under the mistaken notion that the resurrection at the
last day is yet future, have been sadly puzzled to under
stand what the Saviour could mean, by saying that some
believers should never die. And so they have gone to
work to hunt up some figurative meaning that would do
to apply to it. Some have hit upon one idea, and some
upon another, but after all, they leave it darker than they
found it. The passage means just what it says; believ-
ers who should remain alive until the last day should
never die, hut should be changed i a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye. I could add many more passages
to show that Paul wrote this upon the authority of Christ,
but this may suffice for the present. “But,” says Mr. S.
“what evidence have we that this event took place at the
second coming of Christ1” I reply—we have the plain,
unequivocal testimony of Christ, and of Paul, and that is
all we ought to ask. Shall we say, we will not re-
ceive the word of God as evidence, unless it is eorrobo-
rated by better authority? Suppose the word of God
was supported by volumes of profane history, would this
make it any more certain? Do we need -this before we
can helieve the scriptures? We should remember, also,
according to the New Testament scriptures, there was to
be, and accordingly was, a falling off; and that for some
time there had been but few if any new converts to the
Christian faith ;—and also that there was a falling away,
and the love of many had wazxed cold. Consequently the
number of the elect, could not have been so great as at
earlier days of the church. In addition to this, it should
be remembered that at the time of the destruction of Je-
rusalem, there were wars and commotions, all over the
christian world ; and at such times events might pass un-
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hoticed, that at other times might be recorded in history.
And further, admwitting they were recorded, thers are
many chances to one that they weuld have been destroy-
ed with other books during the dark ages which follow-
ed. But leaving these things out of the question entire-
ly, still the absence of other evidenee, ought not to have
the weight of a feather against the word of ®od. Mr. 8.
continues, “If the just were changed, as E. C. asserts, at
this time, why was Christ so particular to point out to his
disciples the way in which they could escape the destruc-
tion of the unbelieving Jews? They certainly could have
been changed in one place as well asanother. Why then
did not our Lord tell them that all the just, those his fol-
lowers, and endured unto the end, should be changed in
a moment, and that it would be mecessary to make no
effort to escape from the city?’ I never said that the
dead were raised, and the just changed before the destrac-
tion of the city, and Mr. 8. ought to bave known better
than to ask this question. The calamities which was to
come upon the unbelieving Jews, and which the disciples
were exhorted to escape, was to be before the coming of
Christ in the clouds. Afier speaking of the tribalations
which should come to pass, and the signs by which they
might know when it should come, the Saviour says,—
“Immediately after [not before] the tribulation of those
days, shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fail from heaven, and
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and they
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.”

Had the disciples, or any other of the elect, been in
the city, and remained there, they'must have shared the
fate of the unbelieving Jews. What sense, then, is there
in such reasoning? Had I said thatihe ime when e
dead were raised, and the living changed was beforetnet
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tribulations, then his reasoning would' have been to the
purpose. Bat in regard to the Saviour’s not saying any
thing about the just being changed, I reply that he did
speak of it, He says, “Then shall two be in the field ;
the one shall be taken, and the other left. " Two women
shall be grinding at the mill; the: one shall be taken and
the other left.” And be it remembered- that taken is the
word used in scripture in the case of Elijah being trans-
Jated. And so undoubtedly the disciples understood i:.
Paul and Job, if I mistake not, are the only ones that
use the word ‘‘changed,” in connection with the doctrine
of the resurrection. Of this however I will not say for
certainty ; but I cannot at this moment call to mind any-
other.

In the following paragraph, I suppose Br. S.thought
his arguments were unanswerable. And se I admit they
are, according as the subject is generally understood.—
“Itis plain that before the resurrection and the change
that Paul treats upon in 1 Cor. xv, takes place, Christ's
reign must be accomplished. ‘For he must reign, till he
hath put all enemies.under his feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death’ and then he will have ‘put
all things under his feet,’ the dead will have been raised-
and the living changed. But if all-this took place at the
second coming of Christ, then his reign closed nearly
1800 years ago. But had Christ ‘put down all rule, and.
all authority, and all power,’ at that time, and were all
enemies put under his feet ? had he then subdued death,
the last enemy 7 had he subdued all things unto the Fath-.
er? If not, then the object of his reign had not been ac-
complished, and the time in which the living should be
changed, had not arrived.”” It is true that in one sense,
Christ's reign, according to my views, was aocomplished’
nearly 1800 years ago. That is, his reign as king ofthe
Jews, was accomplished at the end of the Jewish world,
when there was no longer any Jews toreign over.
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My views in this respect, do not differ so very widely
‘from the views of other Universalists, if they only knew
it. Mr. Whittemore, in his notes on thée parables, page
42, says, ‘“As the wheat was gathered into the garner, so
the christians were preserved safe‘from the dreadful ca-
lamities that overthrew the Jews; and as the chaff was
burned, so were the enemies of Chrrist utterly destroyed.”
Parable of the winnowing fan.

Here I will quote a paragraph from Dr. Warbarten,
which I find in Mr. Whittemore’s notes on the parables,
page 339.

“For as God’s reign over the Jews entirely ended with
the abolition of the temple-service, so the reign of Christ,
in spirit ard in truth, bad then its first beginning.”—-
Now as “all power in heaven and in earth,’ was given into
the hand of Christ, surely God’s reign over the Jews,which
ended with the abolition of the temple-service,was Chris’s
reign. And the reign of Christ ‘in spirit and in truth,
(in the immortal world, and not in this world) ‘had then |
its first beginning.’ The idea thatthe glorious kingdom
of Jesus Christ, as described by-the holy prophets and
apostles, where the nations should learn war no more,and
where all-should know the Lord from the least to the
greatest, had its beginning at the abolition of the temple-
service, is so preposterous, and so directly contrary to
known facts, that it is not the least wonderful thing,
among the wonders of this world, that it should ever
have been imbibed by professed christians. ‘Especially
as itavas foretold by the inspired penman, that all nations
should be deceived by the mother of abominations, that
all should worship the beast, &c. A prophecy which has
from that day to this been fulfilling, and nowis being ful-
filled, as we see with our own eyes. And this prophecy
in the book of Revelation, could never have been fulfilled
had the state of things concerning the spiritnal Kingdow
of Christ commenced, and continued in \his wor\d. Ve



sides the apostle Paul-says, “Flesh and bload cannot ina
herit the kingdom of God.”

What I understand by his enemies being destroyed, is.
this. The Jews, at that time were, as a uation, to be to=
tally destroyed, and their power angihilated. T hey were
to be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre~
sence of the Lord, aud from the glory of s power. “‘But
those mine enemies, which would not that I should rale
over them,bring hither and slay them betore me.” Theso
enemies be it remembered, were the unbvelieving Jews,
which would not that Christ their kiug should reign over
them. And they were to be slain beiore bim, afier he had
ascended to his Father to receive for himself a kingdom,
and returned ; which certainly must mean bis second com=
ing. But death also is an enemy, aud when bis enemies
the Jews were destroyed from being God’s boly people,
then he was to destroy death the last enemy, by bringing
the whole bouse of Israel up out of their graves, and
gathering them into their own land. Then had he sub-
dued all things o his Father; that God might be all in
all. Then was brought to pass the saying that was writ-
ten, ‘Death is swallowed up iu victory.” In view of this
glorious event, the. aposile excluims, ‘O death, where is.
thy sting? O grave, where 1 thy victory? The sting
of death is sin; and the sirength of ¢in is the law.” Here
in substance, the question 1s asked ; O where is sin? It
isfinished. The promse to the house of Israel, and the
house of Judah, that Christ ahould tauke away their sins,
is fulfilled. But *“whoso readeth, let him enderstand.”
All these things were coucerning the house of Israel.—
“And so all Israel shall ve saveu : as it is writtén, there
shall come out of Ziou the dehverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jucob. For tlis 18 my covenant unto
them, when i shall take wiwcay their sins.” Now let us

attend carefuily to 1ne \ohuwig passage of scripture.
Heb. viii, 8—12. “Behoid the days come, s aelandy
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when I will make a new covenant with the Aouse of Isra-
el and the house of Judah ; not according to the cove-
nant that I made with their fathers, in the days whenI
took them by the band to lead them out of the land of
Egypt: because they continued not in my covenant, and
I regarded them not, saith the Lord : For this is the cov-
enant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts : and I will be to them a
God, and they shall be to me a people: And they shall
not teach every man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord : for all shall know me,
from the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more.”” Remember this new cove-
nant with the house of Israel and the Aouse of Judak, was
to be when the Lord should take away their sins. Con-
sequently it must have taken place at the resurrection ;
when they should say, ‘O death, where is thy sting? O
grave where is thy victory ¥ Or in other words, O where
is sin? Now let us notice the 13 verse of this viii chap-
ter of Heb., and see what is to be understood by it. In
that he saith, a new covenant, he hath made the firss old,
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old, is ready to
vanish away. Does it not appear by thisthat the new
covenant was to be made with the house of Israel, when
the old covenant which God made with their fathers
should vanish away? And if eo, then it is certain the.
whole house of Israel, in all countries, and in all ages,
were raised from the dead, and entered into the heavenly
Canaan at the second coming of Christ. For then was
the time that the old covenant was broken, or vanished
away. But so far from this being the time when Chris’t
spiritual reign was to end, it was the very time when it
was to commence. Mr. 8. himsel{ saye—""1 wpewsw
we, that at the second coming of Chrin, commenced e
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spiritual reign in the earth, the day of which ‘God ‘hath
appointed,’ in the which he shail judge [‘ruleor govern’]
the world in righteousness, by that man [Christ] whom
he hath ordained, whereof he hath- .given assurance unto
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”—
Here I agree with him as te the time when the spiritual
reign of Christ commenced. But I differ from him-en-
tirely as to its being in this earth. When Christ inform-
ed his disciples concerning his second coming, he said,
“heaven and earth shall pass away.” On the authority
of this, Peter says, “But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night ; [remember Christ said his com-
ing should be as a thief in the night,] in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and
the works that are therein, shall be burnt up. Seeing
then that all these things shall be dissolved, what man-
ner of persons aught ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness; looking for and hasting unto the com-
ing of the day of God, wherein the heavens, being on fire,
shall be dissolved, and the ¢lements shall melt with fer-
vent heat? Nevertheless, we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” Now if the spiritual reign of Christ,
which the apostles were looking for, when their Lord
should come ‘as a thief in the night,’ was in the new
earth, which they were also looking for, then we may
suppose the scriptures which speak of this gloriousreign,
have been fulfilled. As Br. S and 1 agree as to the time
when Christ’s spiritual reign commenced, let us notice a
few, out of the many passages, which speak of this peace-
fal and glorious reign, ard see if it will agree with the
history of the religious world from that time to the pre-
sent. Isaiah xi, 6—9. “The wolf also shall dwell with
the Jamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
and the calf and the young lion and the i}\\'\ng \ogether
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and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and-the
bear:shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down togeth-
er.: and.the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the
sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand onthe cockatrices’s den.
They shall not hurt not destroy in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover.the sea.” Ezekiel xxxiv, 24—28.
“And I the Lord will be their God, and my servant Dav-
id a prince among them ; I the Lord have spoken it. And
I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will
cause the .evil beasts to cease out of the land : and they
shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the
woods. And I will make them and the places round
about my hill a blessing : and I will cause the shower to
come down in his season ; there shall be showers ofbless-
ings. And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and
the earth shall yield her increase, and they‘ shall be safe
in their land, and shall know that I am the Lord, when
1 have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them
out of the hand of those that served themselves of them.
And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither
shall the beasts of the land devour them; but they shall
dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid.” Jere,
xxxi, 31—34. ‘*‘Behold, the days ceme, saith the Lord,
that.I will make a new covenant with the house of Isra-
el, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day thatI
took .them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was
an husband unto them saith the Lord: But this shall be
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will
be.their God, and they shall be my people. And Woey Sodh
' )
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teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall alf
know me from the least of them unto the greatest of
them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more.” Micah iv, 1 —4.
“But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the moun-
tain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and it shall be exhalted above the
hills ; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations
shall come and say, Come and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, and tothe house of the God of Jacob ;
and he will teach us of his ways and we will walk in his
paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of"
the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among
many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and'
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks : nation shall not lift up asword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.—
But they shall sit every man under his vine and fig-tree;
and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the
Lord of hosts hath spoken it.” Luke i, 67—79. “And
his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and
prophesied, saying, Blessed ‘be the Lord God of Israel; for
he hath visited and redeemed his people, And hath rais-
ed up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his ser-
vant David; As hespake by the mouth of his holy proph-
ets, which have been since the words began ;: That we
should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of
all that hate us; To perform the mercy promised to our
fathers, and to remewmber his holy covenant, The oath
which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would
grant unto us, that we, being telivered out of the hand.of
our enemies, might serve him without fear, In holiness
and righteousness before him all the days of our life. And.
thou, child, shalt be called The Prophet of the Highest::
A\l
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for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare
his way ; To give knowledge of salvation unto his peo-
ple, by the remission of théir sins, Through the tender
mercy of our God ; whereby the day-spring from on high
hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in dark-
ness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into.
the way of peace.” No one, surely, will contend that this:
state of things has existed on this earth from that time to
this. - How then, can it be that the spiritual reign of"
Christ is in this world? It appears to me that it would:
be impossible to make a greater blunder than this. And
yet, I know that this is the generally received opin-
ion. But it is contended that the spiritual reign ef Christ,
" is to end at the resurrection. How then can it be true,
that Christ should reign over the house of Israel: forever ?
It will be said perhaps, that forever does not mean time
without end. And that at the “third or fimal’’ coming
of Christ, forever will have run out. Well then, “He
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the highest;
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David : And he shall reign over the house of Ja=
cob forever ; and of his kingdom THERE SHALL BE Ne
eNp.” How then, I ask, can his reign over the houss of
Jacob have an end? Again—*“His seed shall endure
forever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall be
established forever as the moon, as a faithful witness in
heaven.”” By this it appears that his throne is established
in heaven, and it proves conclusively that it cannot be
in this earth.

The amount of what Mr. 8. says about the passages in
John v, 28, 29, and Daniel xii, 2, seems to me to be, that
they could not mean a literal resurrection, because if so,
they must have been fulfilled at the time of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. The very time, by the way,tha Y

\

have been contending they wese fu\fled. I woaw
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“way of coﬁvincing an opponent of hiserror,to admit what
he says to be correct. He eontinues, “Now why should
the above two passages, be understood as teaching alit-
oral resurrection amy more than Ezekiel xxxvii, 12.—-
““Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into
the land of Israel.” Indeed! And how, pray, does ke
know that that does not mean a literal resurrection? He
says not a word by way -of proof, that opening their
graves, and causing the house of -Israel to come up out
of their graves, is not to be understaod to mean a literal
resurrection. But he puts land in italics, and I suppose
he thinks ‘‘a hint -to the wise is .sufficient’ But he
is net alone—all Universalists, as far as I know their
opinions upon this passage, understand it to mean the re-
turn of the Jews to their own land, after their captivity ia -
Babylon. And I have never heard any other reason for
understanding it in this sense, than merely because it
says, “‘and will bring you into the land of Israel.” But
M we examine all that is said in connection with their be-
ing brought 1into the land of Israel, we shall find thess
prophecies were not fulfilled, at that, or at any other
time, from the call of Abraham, until the end of their dis-
pensation. The sum of it was briefly this. The Lord
said by Ezekiel,—That he would open their graves, and
cause them to come vp out of their graves,—that he
‘would put his spirit within them, and bring them into
their own land ; that the housc of Israel, and the house
of Judah should be again united, they should be cleansed
from all their sins, that Christ should be their-king, and
should reign over them forever. That he would makea
covenant of peace with them, would multiply them, and
set his sanctuary in the midst of them forever more. I
have been asked what this means, “I will multiply them.”
“Will there be children bern unto them i’ \he immortal
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world?” I reply, this is not what it says. It may mean
that their numbers were to be increased by the conver-
sion of the Gentiles. Strangers were sometimes circum-
eised, and adopted into the families of the Hebrews. And
we are told by some, that this was termed ‘being born
again.’ So this may mean that the heathen were to be
converted, and bora into the kingdom of Christ. Isaiah
Ix, 14—16. ““The sons also of them that afflicted thee,
shall come bending unto thee ; and all they that despised
thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet;
and they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, The Zion
of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas thiou hast been for-
saken and hated, so that no man:went through thee, I
will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many gen- .
erations. Thou- shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles,
and shalt suck the breast of kings : and thow shalt know
that I the Lord am thy Saviour gnd thy redeemer, the
mighty one of Jacob.” But why is it thought that it can-
not be the resurrection, hiecause it is called the land of
Israel? Theheavenly country is-certainly as often call-
ed land as any thing else; and sometimes the land of Is-
rael. Let any one examiue Ezekiel xl, 2, and see if he
can make any thing else ofit. “In the visions of God
brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a
very high mountain, by which was as the frame. of a city
on the south.” See also Isaiah Ix, 18—R2F. “Violence"
shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc-
tion within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls
Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The sun shall be no
more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the
moon give light unto thee : but the Lord shall be unto
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy
sun shall 'no more go down; neither shall thy moon with-
draw itself: for the Lord shall be thine ever\asvwng\agw,
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. Wiy yeo-
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ple also shall be all righteousness : they shall inherit thé
land forever, the hranch of my planting, the work of my
hands, that I may be glorified.” “Thine eyes shall see
the king in his beauty ; they shall behold the land that is
very far offt” When Elisha saw Elijah taken up inte
heaven by a whirlwind, he cried, “My father, my father !
the chariot of Israel, and horsemen thereof.”” And if the
chariot and horsemen by which Elijah went up into hea-
ven, were called the chariot of Israel, would it be out of
the way to suy, that the place where he went, was the
land of Israel? But they were to bé brought into their
own land. Andso is heaven often ealled their own land.
Is not the same thing meant by their own land, as by
their own border? Now let us look at Jeremiah xxxi,
15—17. “Thus saith the Lord ; A voice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping ; Rachel weep-
ing for her children, refused to be comforted for her chil-
dren, because they were not. Thus saith the Lerd; Re-
frain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears:
for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they
shall come again from the land of the enemy. And there
is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children
shall come again to their own border.” This prophecy
referred to the time when the children were slain by the
order of Herod ; and their mothers were comforted by the
promise that they should embrace them again in the re-
surrection. If it is contended that the words, “I will
open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves,” does not mean a resurrection, I really think that
some more substantial reason ought to be given, than
merely because it says that they shall be brought into the
“land of Israel.” Especially as no reasonable man can
have a face to say that all the prophecies connected with
it, has ever been fulfilled in this world. What it is that
makes every one so determined to have all the passages

L
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in the Bible that speak of the resurrection, be understood
to mean something else, I do notknow. SureI am that
it is taught in almost every page ; and yet if halt a dozen
verses were taken out, it is my opinion that the doctrine
would be discarded altogether. Asit is, the heathen no-
tion of the “‘immortality of the soul,” is much more re-
lied on, as the hope of a future life, than the christian
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. In reply to what
I said about the Saviour’s not meaning all, in what he
said to the Sadducees about the resurrection, Mr. 8 says,
‘“Well, this is a question between him and Christ, and
not between him and me. Our Saviour says they are.”
And how does he make out that Christ said that he meant
all the dead. Oaly hear him. ‘“We have shown that the
context shows that he did.” If the Rer. gentleman would
have his readers satisfied, that his premises are correct,
it is not enough to say the context shows it, without quot-
ing a word of the context, or giving any explanatioa up-
on it. The passage in question is in Luke xx, 35, 36.—
And what is there in the context which goes to show that
Christ alluded to all the dead,both the just and the unjust?
It is a very easy matter just to say, ‘“the context shows,”
but not always so easy to make it appear so. Let us have
the whole conversation of Christ to the Sadducees, and
let every reader judge for himself whether it proves that
he meant all the dead or not. Luke xx, 27—38. “Then
came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that
there is any resurrection, and they asked him, Saying,
Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man’s brother die,
having a wife, and he die witRout children, that his broth-
er should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his broth-
er. There were, therefore, seven brethren : and the first
took a wife, and died without children. And the second
took her to wife, and he died childless. And the thixd
took her; andin like manner the seven aso- 3™ hey

[



Yeft no children, and'died. Last of all the woman died
alse. - Therefore in the resurrection, whose wife of them
is she? for seven had her to wife. Ant Jesus answering,
stid uato them, The children of this world marry,and
are given in marriage :- but they which shall be account-
od worthy to obtain that world; and the resurrection ftom
the dead, neither marry nor-are given ia marriage: Neith-
er can they die any more: for they are equal unto the
angels; and are the children of God, being the childrea
of the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, even
Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. For heis not a God of the dead, but of the liv-
ing: for all live unto him.” What is there here which
proves that all the dead, both just and unjust, are meant?
And if the Saviour had allusion toall the dead, why did
he say, ‘they which shall be accounted worthy?” . This
question has never been satiefactorily answered, nor- ever
can be. And I deny that the question lies between me
and Christ. Mr. 8. in order to show that-‘they which
shall be accounted worthy,’ means-all, whether account-
ed worthy or not, says, ‘‘He spake in reference to the will
of his Father.” ¢The Father loveth the Son, and hath
given all things into his hands.” Aand then he says, quos-
ing another passage: ‘‘And this.is the Father's will who
hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me, I should
lose nothing, but raise it up again at the last day.” Thus
by taking oae verse in the 3d, and another in the 6th of
John, I suppose he thinks he has made out that God gave
both the just and the unjust, to Christ; and that he will
raise all up, equal in glory and in happiness, at the last
day. Well, let us follow him on, and see if the passages
which he has quoted can be fairly understood to favor his
views. John iii, 35. *“The Father loveth the Soa, and
bath given all things into his hands.” 1 admit that this

L)
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proves that all are givea into the hands of Christ. Bu¢
does this prove that.all were to be accounted worthy to
stand before the Son of man. at his-coming ? or to have
part in the resurrection of the just? I so, what are we
to understand by the next verse? ‘‘He that believeth on.
the Son, hath everlasting life :. he. that believeth not the
the Son, shall not see life ; butthe wrath of God abideth
on him.” Now let us examine his other passage. John
vi, 39. ‘‘and thisis the Father’s will.which hath sent me,
that of all which he hath given me, I should lose nothing;
but should raise it. up again.at the last day.” I admit
that the ones that Christ should not lose, but should
raise up again.at the last day, means the same as they
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world
and the resurrection, in Luke xx, 35. But I do net think
it fair, to.connect it with a passage in another chapter;
and upon. eatirely another subject, to prove that “they
which shall be accouuted worthy,” means they which
shall not be accounted worthy. 1 am willing, however,
to consider it in connection with the context, and seceo
what it does mean. Verse 40. ‘““Aud this is the will of-
him that sent me, that every one that seetk the Son, dnd
belicvcth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will
raise him up at the last day.”” Now here is a questiop—
did all believe on Christ? benainly not. And unbe-
lievers were the ones which would not be acecounted wor:
thy to obtain that world, and the resurrection of the dead,
Verse 53—56.. “Then Jesus said unto them, verily,
verily I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son
of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.—
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh -my blood, hath
eternal life; and I will raise-him up at the last day. For
my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
He that eateth my flesh,and drinketh my blood,dwelleth in
me,and 1in him.” Thus we see that it wusbelievers W~
dwelt in gbn'u, that he was to raise up at.\halas\ dvy—-
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Now look at 1 Thess. iv,16. “For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
. of the arch angel, and the trump of God : and the dead
in Christ shall rise first.” Again, 1 Cor. xv, 23. “But
every man in his own order; Christ the first fruits; af-
terward they which are Christ's (or in Christ) at his
coming.” ~Ifthere is any mystery about it, it appears to
me that these two passages explains it all, clearly
and satisfactorily. Christ in this passage, as well as in
what he said to the Sadducees, alluded to such as dwelt
in him, and he in them. They which should be account-
ed worthy, and should be found in him at his coming.—
And the reason, I suppose was, that they might embrace
the opportunity before it was too late, to believe in him,
become subjects of the special salvation, and be found in
him at his coming. Verse 64. “But there are some of
you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the begin-
ning who that believed not, and who should betray him.”
What then, were they to be raised up again at the last
day, in the same sense as believers? If so, why did he
say, “This is the will of him that sent me, that every one
that seeth the Son and believeth on him, may have ever-
lasting life : and I will raise him up at the last day 7"—
Says Mr. 8. “Suppose we admit that some are damned
after their resurrection to immortalfty, it appears to me
that we shall also have to admit the Orthodox definition
of the term, for where in the Bible do we read of delir.
erence from damnation in the immortal werld.”” T do not
object to the Orthodox definition of the word damnation,
because they believe there will be no deljverance from it
after the resurrection ; but because they understand that
to be damned, means to be doomed to endless misery.—
And I endeavored to show that if this was the true mean-
ing of the word, every soul that has existed since the
days of the apostles, must inevitably suffer this dreadful
punishment., When Christ said, “‘the hout is coming, in
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the which all that are in the gravesshall hear his
voice, and shall coine forth ; they that have done good
unte the resurrettion of life ; and they that have done evil
unto t he resurrection of damnation’’—he did not say that
they that have done evil shall be deomed to endless suf-
fering. When he commanded his disciples to go out
into all the world and preach the gospel, he did not say
that all who could not heal i iok and raise the dead,
should be doomed to endless#irisery. If this had been
the case, it would be impossible to reconcile it with the
truth, that 1n Christ shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed. The Universalists have not in my epinion, met
the Orthodox on the right ground, concerning this word.
It cannot be denied, that it is said concerning the sin
against the Holy Ghost, Mark iii, 29. “But he that shall
blaspheme against the 1loly Ghost, hath never forgivnass:
but is in danger of eternal damnation.” And it never has,
nor never can be shown, that eternal damnation will
come to an end. And taking it in connection with the
parallel passage in Matthew, it would be difficult t¢
express endless duration more explicitly. Matt. xii, 31,
32. ‘““Wherefore I say unto you, all manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men : but the blasphe-
my against the Iloly Ghost shall not be forgiven unte
men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son
of man, it shall be forgiven him : but whosoever speak-
eth against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him,
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” Ac-
cording to this, then, eternal damnation is in the world
to come.. And the more I read and hear about this not
being in the eternal world, and after the resurrection, the
more I am eonvinced that the Universalists are in the
wrong concerning it. Certainly “world to come’! in this
passage, means the same .as in Mark x, 30. “But bhe
shall receive a hundred-fold now inthistime, houees, aod
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and childten wed
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lands, with peuec;ntionlc and .in the. world ‘te- eomey
eternal life.”” It js perhaps contended that both mean

in this world, or in.the Jgwish and Christian, age, but [
cannot thirk so..

In what part of the Bibls does, Mr. S learn that the
Phariseas did not believe in the resurrection of the un.
just? Or where did he get his authority for such an as
sertion? And what dogp.Paul.allude to.when he says,
‘which they themselves-also allow.?” Was it not those
very Pharisees which Mr. 8. says did not believe in the
resurrection of the umjust? Or was it. the Sadducees,
who denied the doctrine of the resurrection altogether?
I wonder he did not say, “T'his. may be seen by consult.
ing the context.”

I have now patiently fallowed the writer.threugh ; and
have considered every point in his communication,
which has any appearance of argument. He has present- .
ed no difficulties to. my views, which were not presented
to'my mind and considered, before I ever mentioned my
sentiments to any.one.. He seems to think it a matter
of little consequence how we understand these things, so
long as we agree in the sentiment that all will finally be
saved. I think otherwise. - If it-is important that we
kave the Bible, it is.important that we urderstand it.

And certainly, if the coming of. Christ was indeed at
the time when he assured his disciples it should be ;—
that he came in a.cloud in like .manner. as he was seen
by his disciples to go up.into heaven, (for a cloud re-
ceived him out of sight,) if, as was foretold both by him
and the angels, they should see him ;—if alsa, according
to his own words, (which he said should not pass away)

* hedid send his angels to gather together his elact
from the four winds, from the uttermost parts of the
earth to the uttermost -parts of -heaven; then, certainly,

the scriptures have been grossly misunderstood. Of all.
this, I have.no_more.doubt,than 1 have that ke wws batn
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i 4 tanger, or ‘that ‘he was crucified, and aroie again
from the dead. And the only reason that no other per-
son believes it, is, they do not believe his words. I do
not accuse any ‘one of wilfully ‘contrddicting the Lord
Jesus Christ; but they do not, and will not bélieve that

he meant us he sdid.  But though the whole world is
against me, yet T must believe’ God rather than man.

EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE
Logp. '

“Seeing that it is a righteous thing with-God to recom-
pense tribulation to them that trouble you; and to you
who are ‘troubled, rest with "us; wheén the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire, taking vengeance on ‘them that know not

-@od, and obey not the gospel ofour Lord Jesus Christ:
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the ‘Lord, and from the glory of his
power.” 2 Thessalonians i,"6—9,

In the course of the discussion between the Rev. Thom-
as Whittemore, editor of the Trumpet, a Universalist pa-
per published in Boston, and Rev. Parsons Cooke, editor
of the Puritan, an orthodox paper published'in Lynn
Mass., upon the question, “Is the doctrine of endless
misery taught in the Bible?’ Mr. Cooke irtroduced the
above passage as going to support his views. It is my
object in writing this article, to show that the two gen-
tlemen were bothin the dark in their views concerning
this passage. Tt is no ways certain that because they dif-
fer in opinion in regard to the meaning of the passage,
that they, either of them, understand it right.

Among other "passages, Mr! Cooke introduces this in
Thessalonians ;—and ina subsequent No. of the Trum-
pet, we find the followinyg paragraph by way of reply.

“Last of all, in your list of texts, comes® Thew. 1,8,

~=8. Thereader will turn to the text. - The WO eutr=
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{asting has been fully explained. You say this passage
is ‘to be fulfilled at the FiNAL coming of Christ’ You
set. yourself up as an ezperienced controversialist—a head
and sheulders taller than your brethren in such matters.
Do you, an experienced controversialist, think there is
no need of giving even a modicum of preof on the poiat
on whichthe whole matter turna?1f you will prove that this
passage is to have its fulfillment at the iMMORTAL resur-
rection of the dead, we will grant that you make out your
point. But you have not attempted to give us oNE Jor
of proof. Do yon think your mere word is sufficient 1—
‘To the law, and to the testimony ; if they speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because there is na lLght in
them. ”

Here Mr. Whittemore expressly admits that if this pas-
sage is to have its fulfillment at the immortal resurrection
of thedead, his spponent has made out his point. With-
out admiting Mr. Whittemore to be correct in this, I -
wish to take a look over some of his own writings, and
see what difficulties this admission will involve him in.
In his notes on the parables, he says, page 345, ““In all
his [Christ’s] ministry he never spoke of any other com-
ing but that which took place at the destruction of Jeru-
salem; and in regard to his coming, he declared that
some to whom he spoke should not taste of death till they
saw it, (Matt. xvi, %7,28,) that his disciples should not
travel over the cities of Israel before it took place, (Matt.
x, 23,) that the apostle John should live until it happen-
ed, (John xxi, 21, 22,) and that the high priest of the
Jewish nation should see it, (Matt. xxvi, 46.””) Now if
Jesus never, in all his ministry, spoke of but one coming,
and that to take place within forty years at most from
the time of his crucifixion, what does Mr. Whittemere
mean by what he says about his “FinaL” coming? Is
there to be a coming of Christ to raise the dead which is

JYet future, and yet the Saviour himself in al\ive mininey,
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did not say a word about it? Mr. Whittemore will say,
perbaps, that Paul speaks of Christ’s coming to raise the
dead; and so he does, but he says it upon the authority
of what Christ said himself, and he speaks of no other
coming than the coming which Christ speaks of in his
ministry, and all which he says, in all his epistles, con-
cerning the coming of the Lord, is based upon what
Christ said to his disciples in the course of his ministry.
Mr. Whittemore will admit that the coming of Christ to
raise the dead, isspoken of in the 4th chapter of 1 Thes-
salonians; ‘““T'hen we which are alive and remain, shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air.”” In his.noteson the parables, pige
305, he says, ‘‘Addressing the Thessalonians, the same
apostle [Paul] said, ‘For yourselves know perfectly, that
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. * * * *
Therefore, let us not sleep, as others, but let us watck
and be sober.’”” (1 Thess.v,2—6.) This Mr. Whit-
temore calls the same coming as that which Christ spoke
of in his ministry. Then according to his own showing,
the coming of Christ to raise the dead, was the same as
the time when he came to destrey his enemies the Jews.
There is no possibie way of getting over tliis,for he quotes -
this passage in the first part of 5th Thessalonians, to
prove that the coming of Christ was then near at hand,
and this is a continuation of the subject ofthe coming of
Christ to raise the dead. 1Itis strange that that gentle-
man did not, in all his writings, see the difficulties]which
he had been continually blundering into. In reply to
the above paragraph from Mr. Whittemore, Mr. Cooke
says:

“Your only objection to ourinterpretation of 2 Thess.
i, 6—-9, is, that it does not refer to the final coming of
Christ.  When you will show that all the circumstances
here brought out meet in anyother coming of Clxisy, you
will have some ground for denying that \tie tefers w N
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final coming. “The coming of Christ here spoken of, is
one in which he will recompense tribulation to the troub-
lers of the churech—when he shall be revealed from hea-
ven in flaming fire—when he shall come to take ven-
geanoe on them that know rot God—when his coming
shall be attended with'his mighty angels—when he shail
punish men with everlasting destruction—when he shall
come to be glorified of his-saints.

It is common withUniversalist writers, to make the
text speak of Christ’s coming to destroy Jerusalem. And
as you give it no other referenge, we suppose that is your
avay of evasion. But we have one or two difficulties in
the way of such an interpretasion. The Jews are not
mentioned in the whole epistle. Then there is no evi-
dence that at the time of the writing -of this epistle, the
Thessalonians experienced their persecutions mainly from
the Jews It.is far from being probable that a little hand-
ful of Jews, in that province so distant from Palestine,
afferded the church so much annoyance asto receive such
a notice in this epistle, as their persecutors. And then
the assumption that the christians in all parts of the
world were to receive such a glorious rest, when Jerusa-
lem should be destroyed—that that event should be fol-
lowed by a grand aad eternal jubilee to the church in
every province is glaringly contrary to the fact. Welook
in vain to the history of that age, for-any such luminous
days to the church as seems to figure in your fancy. It
is certain that only sixteen years before the destruction ef
Jerusalem, Nero commenced his infernal persecutions,
which spread as far as the Roman power, and lasted as
long as his life, which ended only two years before that
event. And only eleven years after that event, Domitian,
whose hostility was only second to Nero’s, assumed the
imperial power. And surely nothing took place .in the
interval answering to the descriptions of the text. Anoth-

er difficulty; It was a mesT WiTH Us—Wwith Paul,wbe
!
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‘was dexad long before Jerusalem was destroyed. And s®
in the ordinary course of nature a considerable portion
of the Theasalonians must have been dead also. All then
that you have said to the contrary netwithstanding, the
church may look forward to the rest which remaineth
for the people of God, and the wicked be assured of an
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord
and the glory of his power, ministered by the same hand
that consummates the rest of the righteous.”

Mr. Cooke is greatly mistaken when he says, ‘Thers
is no evidence that at the time of writing this epistle, the
Thessalonians experienced their persecutions mainly
from the Jews.” Had he read the 17th chapter of Acts,
he would have learned better than to have made this as-
sertion. But there is certainly much weight in his rea-
soning, and some things which it appears to me his oppo-
nent was bound to notice. Ie says, **When you wilj
show that all the circumstances here brought out,meet in
any other coming of Christ, you will have some ground
for denying that tnisrefers to his final coming.” Mr. W,
does not attempt to show that all these circumstances
met in any but the final coming of Christ ; for the very
-good reason that he could not ;—but he goes on to propose
some questions which could not be answered on Mr.
Cooke’s ground, and so the matter ended. The follow-
ing is the reply of Mr, W.

““The last passage before usis 2 'T'hess. i, 6—9. You
call on me to show that “all the circumstances here bro't
out, met in any other coming of Christ,’ except his final
coming. Your manaer of proposing this argument is ob-
jectionable, and I will point out ‘a more excellent way.’
As you have the afirmative of the question, and as you
‘brought this passage into discussion, and affirm that it re-
fers to the final coming of Christ, will you please ta shaw

1zhat ‘all the circumstances here brought outmeet W \ow
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final coming. Do you hold that the believers at Thessa-
lonica should have no rest until the final coming of
Christ? Do you believe that no coming of Christ with
his angels hastaken place? Do you deny that Christ has
ever taken vengeance on his enemies? Do you deny that
the persecuting Jews have been already driven out from
the presence of the Lord? Are.not temporal things fre-
quently said to be cverlasting by the sacred writers?— .
‘Cain went out from the presence of the Lord,’ in this
life. Gen. iv, 16. Did not Jonah rise up to flee from
the presence of the Lord in this life? Jonahi, 3. We
read of the Jews when carried away captive, that God
‘cast then out from his presence.’ 2 Kings xxiv, 20.—
Do you believe that all this refers to the future immortal
state? Dear sir, I would not burden you too much;
but when you have given these questions a candid answer,
I have others concerning this passage to propose. Come,
give us the answers.”

It is plain to be seen that there are insuperable difficul-
ties in the way of both theories as held by these two gen-
tlemen, and there is but one way to reconcile them,which
is, that what they call the final coming, was all the com-
ing which we read of in the New Testament, which was
then future, excepting perhaps in the book of Revelation.
Mr. Cooke knew very well that if he should say thatno
coming of Christ with his angels had taken place,
his opponent would prove by the express declaration of
Christ himself, that his coming was to be in the genera-
tion in which he lived. On the other hand, Mr. Whitte-
more knew it would not do to say that ‘all the instances
breught out’ in the passage in question, met in the com-
ing of Christ at the desttuction of Jerusalem, according
to his ideas of the coming at that time. Here the Uni-
versalists and Orthodox will remain at issue, until they
!, are. willing to take the word of God as W reads, und leg,
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human opinions alone As Mr. Whittemore did not give
his views in full upon the coming of Christ in his discus-
sion with Mr Cooke, I have taken a range over his notes
on the parables, and have endeavored to show that his
views are not scriptural, and that he is not consistent
with himself. This book as far as I am acquainted, is
considered a kind of standard work in our denomination,
especially among young preachers. At least as much so
as any other. Indeed, it was designed by the author to
be, in particular, an assistant to young preachers in our
order. In the prefaee, he says, “In this way the author
has flattered himself that he has rendered a slight service
ito the order of christians to which he belongs, and par-
ticularly the young clergy of that denomination.” ButI
sincerely hope, that before our “young clergy’”’ proceed
much farther to preach Br. Whittemore, instead of
preaching Jesus Christ and him crucified, they will pause
and consider whether they can ascent to his creed in full.
Is it treating the word of God with due reverence, to call
the heathen Roman armies, the abomination of desola-
tion, God’s holy angels? Will it do to make the Sav-
iour of the world say, “And he shall send his abomina-~
tion of desolation with a great sound of a trumpet ; and
they, the abomination of desolation, the Roman soldiers,
“shall gather together thae elect,” &c.? Or, “When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
abomination of desolation with him, then shall he sit up-
on the throne of his glory?’ Yet all this and much
more they must swallow, if they follow their favorite au-
thor through all his routine of inconsistencies. If the
coming of Christ in the clouds, was fulfilled in the ap-
proach of the Roman armies, why did he say that his
coming was to be immediately after the calamities which
were caused by the Roman armies? Surely the wisdaw
of this world is foolishness.
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"The following upon the special and common salva-
*tion, was written for the Gospel Banner in Oct. 1840,
but was never sent to the office. Some of it has been
treated upon in this work, but as ‘some of it has net, it
may be well to give it a place.
SPECIAL ANF COMMON SALVATION.

“For therefore, we both labor and suffer reproach be-
cause we trust in the living God, who is-the ‘Saviour of
all men, specially of those that believe.” ‘1 Tim. iv, 10.

It is only necessary to read this single passage of scrip-
ture, to be convinced that God is the Saviour of mankind -
in more than one sense. But this is not all, the scrip-
tures every where speak of two characters, the righteous
and the wicked, the just and the unjust, the' godly and
the ungodly, believers and unbelievers, &c. It haslong
been the pravailing opinion among professed christians,
as every one knows, that at death, or at some future day,
called the day of judgment, or both; these two charac-
ters are to be separated, the righteousto be received to
immortal joys at God’s right hand; while the wicked
will be banished from every thing in the shape of happi-
ness, and doomed to suffer the most-severe and unmereci-
ful punishment in the power of Almighty God to infliet.
T'his religious notion, unscriptural, unreasonable, and ab-
surd as it is, has taken so deep root in the minds of many

- people, that it is extremely difficult to convince them
that it is an error. They will say that they are capable
of reading for themselves, and they find the doctrine of
endless misery every where tanght in the Bible. But the
truth is, most of us, and myself among the number, were
taught this notion before we were capable of reading,
much less of understanding, a single chapter in the Bi-
ble. Our parents and others have instilled these things
into our minds in our tender years; we have heard it

-$saght at church; and it has been 10 impressed upon eur
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minds that it was all truth, that we should'have considen--
ed it sacrilegious in the highest degree to doubt it. And
_ when we came to be of age to read and understand for
ourselves, we were by no means prepared 1o understand
the Bible as we would any:other book, for our minds were
already made up,-as to the doctrines it chiefly contained;
and let it read as it would, it must mean what we had al-
ready been taught that it meant. The Universalists have
long been struggling to overcome the prejudices of limita-
rians, by urging upon their minda the goodness of. God,
and by presenting before them the many passages of
seripture that prove the salvation of all men, without re-
gard to their character in this life. As an offset to this,
limitarians bring up many passages that speak of the sal-
vation of the righteous, and contend that no others can
be saved. That the scriptures do speak of salvation in
this sense, cannot be denied. And until the scriptures
can be so understood, as to make all parts harmonize, it
will be in vain to convince our opposers of their error ;
for while we have one side of the argument, theg have
the other, and so shall we ever remain at issue. If we
read the Bible carefully, and allow it to explain itself, [
see no more difficulty in. making all such passages agree,
and completely harmonize, than there is in adding twice
ten together to make out the sum of twenty. But if we
take a passage here, and.a passage there, with a determi-
nation to make them bow to any standard.which the wis-
dom of this world has set up, it is a3 much impossible to
make them harmonize, as it would be for.a band of musi-
cians to make melody, while their instruments are out of
tune. In giving my. views of the. passage at the head of
this article, I shall first notice some passages which speak
of the common salvation, and then some which speak of
the special salvation. 1 Timothyii, 1—6. “I exhort
therefore, that first of all, supplications, prayers, Tolaoea-
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sions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for
kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead
a quiet a peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Sav-
iour; who will have all men to be saved, and come to a
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time.” In this passage, certainly, the salvation of all
men is proved with as much elearness as words can be
put together to prove any thing. ‘Kings, and all that are
in authority,’ are not all righteous. It was not the case
when this epistle was written; it never was the case be-
fore, nor has it ever been since. Yet we have the au-
thority of the apostle Paul, that they all shall be saved.
Nor does his authority stand alone. We read, Psalm
Ixxii, 11, “All kings shall fall down before him, all na-
tions shall serve him.” This does not loek much like
the Orthodox notion that none can be saved who do not
repent and become righteous in this life. Who will
have all men to be saved, and to ecome unto a knowledge
of the truth,” When will God have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth? Certainly
not in this life, for all do not come unto the knowledge
of the truth in this life. We read that under the new
covenant, all shall know the Lord from the least unto the
greatest. Of course then, all will come unto a knowl-
edge of the truth. Christ came to save bis people from
their sins. His name was called Jesus, because he should
save his people from their sins. ‘‘Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Butwhen
does he take away the sin of the world ? St. Paul, treating
of the resurrection, says, 1 Corinthians xv, 54, 55. “Se
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be
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brought te pass the saying that is written; death is swal-
lowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory?”” And in the next verse is
told what the sting of death is. ‘The sting of death is
sia.” Here we are informed that when the dead are rais-
ed, sin is finished, an end made of transgression, and
everlasting righteousness brought in. Then in triumph
is the question asked, O whereis sin? According te the
idea which limitarians have concerning the resurrection,
it would be a very easy matter to answer it. “Who gave
himself a ransom for all.”” Does this mean the whole
world? “For kings, and all that are in authority?” Few
will deny thatit does. Then, certainly, all are the “‘ran-
somed of the Lord.” We read, Isaiah xxxw, 10, “And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joys upon their heads: they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away.” And again: Hosea xiii, 13. “I will
ransom them from the power of the grave ; I will redeem
them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O
grave, I will be thy destruction.” ‘To be testified in due
time.” When is this time? I believe the apostle here
had allusion to the second coming of Christ, when he
should raise the dead, and receive his disciples unto him-
selfaccording to his promise. John xiv, 3. “And iflI
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you unto myself; that where I am there ye may
be also.” What is meant by due time in this passage, is
undoubtedly the same that is meant by fullness of times,
in Ephesians i, 10, “That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times, he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which
are on earth.” Gathering together in this passage, must
mean the same as in numerous other passages in the old
and New Testaments, winere the gathering \ogethet I\
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the children of Israel-is spoken of ; -and: is compared to &
arvest. Of the harvest at the end of the world, the re- -
surrection of Christ is called the first fruits. The first
fruits of all the earth, which the Ilebrews were to offer
unto the priests, (see Deuteronomy xxvi,) was typical of
the resurrection of Christ, as the first fruits of them that
slept. There could net, in the nature of things, be any
ripe fruits to offer,many days before the harvest would be
ready to be gathered in. Now, I ask, if the resurrec.
tion of the house of Israel is yet future, has it not already
been an unreasonable time, since the first fruits were of-
fered, for to elapse before the harvest should be gathered
in? The barvest wasto be at the end of the world; and
the end of tbe world according to the.words. of. Christ,
was to be before the generation in which he.lived sheuld
pass away. Any. careful reader of the scriptures must sce
that the beginning of the Jewish dispensation, is called
the beginning of the world, and the end of it, is called
the end of the world. Titusi,2. “In hope of eternal
life, which God, that cannot lie,. promised before the
world began.” Certainly there is no account in scripture,
that God made any promise of eternal life, before the na-
tural world was made. And there can be no doubt but
that the apostle here alluded to the promise of God to
Abrabam, before the Jewish dispensation commenced.—
Matthew xxiv, 3. *“And as he sat upon.the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, tell
us,when shall these things.be? and what shall bethe sign
of thy coming, and of the end of the world 7”” Afier going
on to inform them of what signs and sufferings there .
should be, and of his coming jn the clouds of heaven to
raise the dead, he said, verse 34, ““verily I say unto you,
this generation shall not pass till all these things be done.”
Sp if we attend to what we read, there is no need of any
ocommentary, or knowledge of tlie Greek language to un-
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derstand what is-meant in scripture by beginning and end
of the world. From the time that the promise of God to
Abraham was made, is supposed to be about nineteen-
bundred years-before the resurrection of Christ. 8o if
the gathering together of the children of Israel was im--
mediately afier the destruction of Jerusalem, according
1o the solemn declaration of Christ; then it woald be
about the time we should naturally expect the first
fruits to be offered before the harvest. Bat if the harvest
is not yet gathered in, then there is no analogy to be
seen in the figure. I wish the reader to think seriously
on this particular thing, because it was one of the first
things which led me to see that the common opinion
could not be correct. There are hundreds of passages
that prove the salvation of all, both believers and unbe-
lievers; but I will mention but one more. 1 Cor. xv,
21, 22. “Ior since by man came death, by man also
eame the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all
die, even s0 in Christ shall al be made alisre.” Those
who believe in the salvation of none but the righteous,
have been sadly perplexed to get along with this passage.
What is it to be made alive in Christ? Surely to be made
alive in Christ, can mean nothing less than to be saved
from sin. “Thercfore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature.” Do none but the righteous die in Adam?
None will contend for this. All diein Adam, both juss
and unjust. And here we have the authority of an in-
spired apostle, that ‘as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive.” And Yhis, too, in connection with
the doctrine of the resurrection of -thedead. Every meaas
has been tried by the different denominations of profess-
ed christians, both among the learned and unlearned, to
shape this passage to their taste ; their ingenuity has beem
put to the rack to make it agree with this world’s dixinia
ty, but all to-no purpose—there it stunds Ilke a vodww
the ocean; ‘as in.Adam all. die, even zoin Chrw NSNS
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all be made alive” I cannot believe that any man of
common sense, wus ever perfectly satisfied with any ex-
planation given to this passage, aside from the right one.
Dr. Adam Clark, had the good sense to slip over it in
silence—although he had the faculty of making almost
every thing bow tothe standard of Methodism. But al-
though this proves that all shall be made alive in Christ
at the resurrection, the next verse shows that in one
sense, all are not found in Christ at his coming. ‘But
every man in his own order; Christ the first fruits; after-
ward they which are Christ’s at his coming.” Compare
this with 1 Thessalonians: iv, 16, 17. “For the Lord
himselfshall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump of God : and
the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we [the righteous]
which are alive and remain, shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: so
shall we be ever with the Lord.” Now let us notice some
passages which speak of the special salvation. In the
17th chap. of John, we are informed what characters are
the subjects of special salvation. Verse 6. “I have man-
ifested thy name unto the men whick thou gavest me out
of the world : thine they were, and thou gavest them me;
and they have kept thy word.” This agrees with John
xv, 19. “If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own : but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world bateth
you.” At the 19th verse of this 17th chapter of John,
we read thus: ‘Neither pray I for these aloue, but for
them also which shall believe on me through their word ;
that they all may be one; asthou, father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may beonein us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.” Here we learn that
the apostles, and such as should afterwards believe in
Christ, through their preaching, were not of the world,
but were chosen by the Saviour out of the world, to go
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forth and preach the gospel in all the earth. They were
called the elect, the righteous, the chosen of God, &c.—
Divine power was given thesn, to confirm their testimony
by miracles ; with the promise that their master would
be with them, even unto the end of the world.

Here we should be careful that we do not mistake thé
Saviour’s meaning. It has been shown above, that the
end of the world, means at the end of the Jewish dis-
pensation. And this dispensation terminated at the time
of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. ' Every
well informed person of every denomination, knows this,
but for reasons well khown to every body, they carefally
conceal this fact from the generality of their hearers.—
He informed them what signs should precede the end of
the world, and his second coming; and told them, Luke
xxi, 28. ‘And when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemp<
tion draweth nigh.’ Meaning, as I understand it, that at
his second appearing, the righteous dead should be rais-
ed to eternal life, and they which should remain alive,
should be changed to immortality, and so should ‘be ever
with the Lord.’ Among the signs that should come to
pass, there should be a falling away—iniquity should
abound, and the love of many should wax cold. When
the apostles saw the signs which their Lord foretold
should come to pass, they knew that their redemption
was drawing near, and exhorted their brethren to hold
out unto the end, assuring them that in ‘alittle while, he
that was to come, would come, and would not tarry.'—
John says, in his first epistle, ii, 18, “Little children, it
isthe last time : and as ye have heard that anti-christ shall
come, even now are there many anti-christ; wh. reby we
know that it is the last time.” At the second c: ming of
Christ, when the righteous were all taken how: \o v
mortal blessedness, there were none eft, succe: stally
resist the anti-christian doctrines, which had W\ eady
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gun. to make- their appearance into the world: Christ
had promised to be with believers until the end of the
world. What we read in the acts of the apostles, abund-
antly prave that this promise was fulfilled. From that
time unto the present,.none have had the. power to work
miracles in confirmation of their testimony, and it is no
wonder that uninspired men- have gone. on from one erros
to another, departing from the simple truth of the gospel
of Christ, ‘teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men’ Mark xvi, 17, 18. ‘“Andthese signs shall follow
them that believe : in my name shall they cast.out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up
serpents, and if they shall drink any deadly thing, it.shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.” In this passage, certainly, the special
salvation is meant. And here we are informed how be-
lievers were to be distinguished from unbelievers. “In
my name,” said the Saviour, “‘shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues, they shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall net
burt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they.
shall recover.” Butsome will ask—are none saved but
such as could perform these things? I answer the worde
of Christ are plain and. explicit—*‘these signs shall fol-
low them that believe.”” Jesus said, John xiv, 12—14.
“Verily, verily I say unto you, he that believeth on me,
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do ;. because I go unto my Father.—
And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified.in the Son. If ye ask
any thing in my name, I will do it” Isit not strange
that any person in the face of such testimony as this,
should be so presumptuous. as to attempt to pass them-
selves off for believers, in the scripture sense of the word®:
Yet nothing is more common; so effectually has the
wisdom of this world perverted the right wayu of \oa

[
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“Lord. Very many passages might ‘be named to show
that the scriptures speak of salvation in more than one
sense, but those already quoted are sofficient. T will,
however, mention one other passage. Acts ii, 21, ‘““And
it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” Does this look as it
all should be saved, whether they call on the name of the
Lord or not? Surely it does not. This was a queta-
tion from the prophet Joel, by the ‘apostle Peter, at'the
day of pentecost, called the last days. From that time
to the end of the world, the ‘number of the elect accord-
g to the purpose of God, was to be made out, if T may
so express myself, and all that was necessary to be done
was to believe, call on the name of the Lord and be saved.
But the doctrine of Christ was so different from what
the Jews had expected would be the religion of their
looked for Mesiah, that they rejected it, and so the num-
ber was made up from among the Gentiles. Acts xiii,
46, 47. ““Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said
it was necessary that the word of God should first have
been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from youand
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn
to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us,
saying, I have sct thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that
thou shouldst be for salvation to the ‘ends of the earth.”
The passages of scripture noticed in this article, as
well as a vast many others to the same purpose, show
clearly ‘that there is a salvation that believers are to en-
joy, in distinction from that which is promised to all men.
And this special salvation is always spoken of as condi-
tional : while the comnion salvation is always spoken of
as being unconditional. And here is the great difficulty
in deciding the question whether the salvation of the hu-
man race is conditional or not. Limitarians ofien quote
such passages as the following, and say they can be 2p-
Fplied to.rene but the eleot. ‘But he than shell endare
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unto the end, the same shall be saved.’” ‘He that believ-
eth and is baptised shall be saved.” ‘Be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give the a crown of life.” And this
is all right.  But this by no means implies that all others
are to suffer endless misery. It is greatly to be regretted
that any individual or body of Christians at_this day,
should be so wicked, or so arregant as to pretend that
they are the elect ;—or to apply to themselves such terms
as were applied to the apostles, and christian believers
in the apostolic age. Aside from the hypocrisy and
blasphemy of such conduct, it .is supremely ridiculous,
for they do not, and cannot prove themselves to be of the
high and holy character which they assume.

The phrase, common salvation, I believe occurs in the
Bible but once, and that is in Jude, verse 11. ‘“Be-
loved, when I gave all dilligence to write unto you of
the common salvation, it was needful fer me to write un-

to you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend
" for the faith once delivered to the saints.” The faith once
delivered to the saints, undoubtedly means the promise
of God to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that in Christ
should all the human family be blessed. And unless we
admit that the promise of God may fail, we may rejoice
1n the assurauce that “all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of the Lord.”

When we hear of excommunications from Orthodox
churches, in consequence of their members embracing the
sentiments of Universalists, they are almost always charg-
ed with departing from the faith once delivered to the
saints. But in this, as in every thing else, they put dark-
ness for light, and light for darkness, for theis members.
ape not excommunicated for departing from, but embrae-
ing the faith once delivered to the saints.

From the Gospel Banner.
Jupus.
“The Son of man_ goeth, as it iy, writien of him 3
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but wo unto that man by whom the Son of man is betray-
ed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.’
Matt. xxvi., 24.

The last clause of this passage, ‘it had been good fer
that man if he had not been born,” has long been a sub-
ject of discussion between orthodox and universalist theo-
logians. And by reading the discussion now going on be-
tween the editors of the Trumpet and Puritan, we ses
that the parties now stand precisely where they always
have stood, one contending that it proves the orthodox
doctrine of endless misery ; theother denying it,and main-
taining thatthe words, when taken in connexion with
other passages, do not prove, or even favor such a senti-
ment. It has long been & question in my mind, wheth-
erthe Saviour had any allusion to the natural birth of Ju-
das at all. I see no difficulty in understanding the words
‘it would have been good for that man if he had not been
born,’ to mean that it would have been better for Judas
had he not been born of the spirit. Judas was one of the
twelve chosen disciples of Christ, and, for aught appears,
he had, in common with the rest, power given him to
work miracles. From this we may fairly infer, that he
was a believer, and had been born of the spirit. Jesus said
unto his twelve disciples, Matt. xix. 28, verily I say unto
you, that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration,
when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glo-
ry, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. Nothing is said, or implied in
this passage, that Judas had not followed his Lord in the
regeneration, as well as the other disciples. And there are
many passages in the New Testameunt, that go to show that
believers who did not continue faihful, would be in a
worse condition than unbelievers. Amoung the number
is the following: Hebrews vi. 4-6. ‘For it is impossible
for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
baavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy G,
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and tasted the good word of God, andthe powers of the
‘world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to -themselves the
8on of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.’

Again—‘Heb. x. 26, 27. ‘For if we sin wilfully after
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful
looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation which shal
devour the adversaries.’

Admitting this view of the passage concerning Judasto
be correct, there is a passage in 1 Pet. ii. 20, 21, that
many be considered exactly parallel with it. ‘For if af
ter they have escaped the pollutions of the world, through
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein and overcoine, the latter
end is worse with them than the beginning. For itlhad been
better for them not to have known the way of righteouness,
than after they have known it, to turn from the holy com-
wandment delivered unto them.” I do not say thatI feel
certain this was the Saviour’s meaning in this passage re-
specting Judas. Yet all things considered, it appears to
me more than probable that it was. E.C.

Norridgewock, Me.

The following communic®tion was intended for publi-
cation in the Gospel Banner, and left with the editor,
who expressed a willingness to have it published at some
convenient time. But on account of its length, and the
press of other matter, it was delayed a few weeks, when
it was thought best, all things considered, to withdraw
it.

My object in writing it, was to call the attention of the
readers of the Banner, to the vision of the prophet Ezek-
iel, concerning the dry bones. I have noticed that in all
discussions, concerning the resurrection, whether literal
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sor figurative, this-chapter is almost always appealed te, a8
proof that any other passage must be understood figura-
tively. And I do not remember ever to have read a sin-
gle author who understodd it in a literal sense. Yet I
‘believe that any passage whatever upen the resurrection,
<can be understood to mean something else, with as much
-propriety as can this.
' New CoveNANT.

In the course of God’s dealings with his chosen people,
two covenants are spoken of|, the law covenant, of which
Moses was the mediator ; and the covenant of promise,
of which Christ was the mediator. Under the law cove-
nant, great blessings were promised to the children of Is-
rael on condition of their obedience; while at the same
time they were threatened with great and grievous pun-
ishments in case of disobedience. But the new covenant
is never mentioned in scripture as conditional, but is
based on the promise of God ‘who cannot lie,’ and ‘with
whom is no variableness or shadow of turning’ The
apostle Paul. speaking of the two covenants, says, ‘For it
is written, that Abraham had two sons; the one by a
bond-maid, the other by a free woinan. But he who was
of the bond-woman was born after the flesh, but he of the
free woman was by promise. Which things are an alle-
gory : for these are the two covenants; the one from
Mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is
Agar. For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage
But Jerusalem which isabove, is free which is the moth-
er of usall.” Gallatians iv, 22—26. This Jerusalem
which is aliove, is that better, that is, heavenly country
which Abraham desired.—'For he looked for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and makcr is God.’
This heavenly country is called in scripture, the New

Jeranlem, land of Canaan, land of Israel, promised land
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&c. The promise of God to Abraham was, that in Christ
all the nations of the earth should be biessed. But when
were all the nations, families, and kindreds, of the earth. .
to be thus blessed? I understand the time to be at the
resurrection, when all shall be made alive, that is blessed:
in Christ. ‘When this corruptible shall put on incorrup-
tion, and death be swallowed up in victory.’ This is what
the prophets and apostles meant when they spoke se of-
ten of the promise of God to their Fathers, and tiey be-
lieved and taught that this promise should be fulfilled at
the second coming of Christ. This was the time when
the holy people were to be gathered together out of all
countries whither they had been scattered, as it was writ-
ten. ‘And itshall come to pass, when all these things
are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I
have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind
among all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath
driven thee, and thou shalt return untothe Lord thy God,
and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command
thee this day, thou, and thy children, with all thine heart, .
and with all thy soul; that then the Lord thy God will-
turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and
will gather thee from all the nations, whither the Lerd
thy God had scattered thee. If any of thine be driven
out unto the uttermost parts of heaven, from thence will
the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will he
fetch thee: And the Lord thy God will bring theeinto the
land which thy fathers possed, [Jerusalem which is above]
and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and
multiply thee above thy fathers.” Deuteronomy xxx, 1—
5. Compare the 4th verse sbove quoted, with the 31st
verse of the 24th chapter of Matthew. ‘And he shall sead
his angels with a great sound of a trumnpet ; and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from one-
end of heaven to the other! Who can doubt but theses
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' two passages both refer to the same time, and mean the
same thing. See also Genesis xlix, 10. “The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, nor alawgiver from between:
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gath-
ering of the people be.’ All agree in this, that the scep-
tre departed from Judah at the time their city and temple
was destroyed, and then was the time that Shiloh was to
come, and to him should the gathering of the people be.
By turning to the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, and compar-
ing it with other scriptures, we shall find that the bless-
ings promised under the new covenant, or covenant of
peace,.was to be enjoyed after the resurrection, when the
twelve tribes of Israel were to be gathered together out
of all countries whither they had been secattered. I do
not select this chapter because there are not others whers
the resurrection is as clearly taught as in this; but be-
cause the words in this chapter are more directiy to the
point than in any other. By words like these, ‘I will
open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves,’ is supposed to mean nothing more than that the
captives of Judah should be again restored to the Holy
Land. But by understanding it in this way, the glory and
beauty of the passage is immeasurably eclipsed, and ob-
scured.

Well may we say in the Janguage of the prophet, ‘How
is the gold-become dim ! how is the most fine gold chang-
ed!” Ifthere wasa difficulty in understanding this te
mean the resurrection of the dead at the last day, then
this view of the passage would, perhaps, be admissible,
But so far from this being the case, it is, in my opinion,
precisely the reverse. The most able and ingenious
writer that the world can produce, cannot, [ think, go
through with the whole chapter and understaad it in any
other way than a resurrection to immortality, After
prophesying concerning the resutrection of the dryhaune,
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the prophet says, verse 11, ‘these bones are the whole
house of Israel.’” Now'l insist that what is called the
whole house of Israel in this place, meansthe whole
house of Israel, in all ages wherever scattered abroad’
and not the very small part of the house of Judah which
returned to Judea from their captivity in Babylon. And
it cannot depend upon their obedience in this life, for
there are no conditions about it. *In the Lord shall all
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.’ Verses
12—14. “Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, thus
saith the Lord God, behold, O my people,I will open
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel, and ye shall know
thatI am the Lord, when I have opened your graves,—
O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, and
shall put iy spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall
place you in your own land: then shall ye know thatI
have spoken it, and performed it saith the Lord.” ‘Land
of Israel.” It may be said that by language like this, is
not to be understood the New Jerusalem. But it is the
same as that used by God himself, in his promise to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and it is certain that all the
inspired writers understood it in the same sense. ,Gene-
sis xxviii, 13—15. ‘And behold, the Lord stood above
it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father,
and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be
as the dust of the earth; thou shalt spread abroad to the
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south:
and in thee, and in thy seed, shall all the families of the
earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring
thee again into this land: for I will not leave thee until
I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.” This
was what the inspired writers had in view, when they
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spoke so often about the promise of God to their fathersy
and this promise was a resurrection to eternal life. When
the apostle Paul was arraigned before king Agrippa, and
* was permitted to speak for himself, he speaks after this
manner. Acts xxvi,6, 7. ‘And now 1 stand and am
judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our
Sathers : unto which promise our twelve tribes, instant-
ly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which
hopes sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.'—
The next verse, it appears to me, explains what this hope
of the promise was. Verse 8.. ‘Why should it be thought
a thing incredible with yeu that God should raise the
dead?” Verses 16—21. ‘Moreover, thou Son of man,
take thee one stick, and write upon it, for Judabh, and
for the children of Israel his companions:. then take
anothes stick, and write upou' it for. Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions:
and join them one to another into oune stick ; and they
shall become one in. thine hand. And when the children
of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, wilt thou not
shew us what thou meauest by these? say uuto them,
thus saith the Lord God, behold, I will take the stick of
Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes
of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even
with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and
they shall. be one in mine hand. And the stick whereou
thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes.—
Aud say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, bebold, L
will take the children of Israel from among the heathen,
whither they had gone, and will gather them on every
side, and bring them into their own land.’ Every body
knows that ten of the twelve tribes of Israel, revolied
from the house of David, under Jeroboam, a long time
before the Babylonist eaptivity. And who will contend
that they were united.oq the return of \he Jgws oo
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land of Judea? T will notice some other passages, that
speak of their being united under the new covenant.—
Isaiah xi, 13. ‘The envy also of Ephraim shall depart,
and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.’
Jeremiah iii, 17—18. ‘At that time they shall call Je-
rusalem the throne of the Lord; and all the nations shall
be gathered into it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusa-
lem : ueither shall they walk any more after the imagina-
tion of their evil hearts. In those days, the house of Ju-
dah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall
come together out of the land of the north to the land
that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.’
Jeremiah xxxi, 31—34. Behold the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel, and with the house of Judah ; not according to
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that 1 took them by the hand, to bring them out of the
land of Egypt; (which covenant they brake, although I
was an husband unto them saith the Lord ;) but this shall
be the covenant that I will make with the house of Is.
rael; after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they
ehall all know me, from the least of them unto the great-
est of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive them their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.’ By the
above quoted, and other like passages, it is shown that
the house of Israel, and the house of Judah, which had
been long separated, should be again united. And I
should like to see some one attempt to show how it was
done on the return of the Jews from Babylon; or at any
other 1ime excepting the time when Christ was to gather
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together all things in one. Verse 22. ‘And I will make
them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Isra-
<l; and one king shall be king to them all : and they
shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divid-
ed into two kingdoms any more at all’ ‘Mountains of
Israel’ Here it will be necessary to turn to other pas-
sages to find what is to be understood by mountains of
Israel, or God’s holy mountain. Isaiah xxv, 6—8. ‘And
in this mouNTAIN shall the Lord of hosts make unto all
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the.lees;
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well re-
fined. And he will destroy in this MouNTAIN the face of
the covering cast over all people, and the veil that is
spread over all nations. He will swallow up death in vic-
tory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all
faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away
from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.” In
this passage, the doctrine of the resurrection is taught;
for this is the passage referred to in 1 Cor. xv, 54. ‘So
when this corruptible shall have puton incorruption, and
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written, death is swal-
lowed up in victory.’ Isaiah ii, 2—35. ‘Aund it shall come
to pass in the last days, that the MouNTAIN of the Lord’s
house shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, come
ye, and let us go up to the mounTAIN of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem. And he shall judge among the nations, and shali
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords
mto ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hoake
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, newnet soh
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they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come ?e"
and let us walk in the light of the Lord.! If the doctrine
of the resurrection is taught any where in the Bible, L
think it.is taught here. When was the time called in.
scripture the last day ? Certainly the last part of the Jew-
ish dispensation. And when did they end? It was at
the time of the overthrow of the Jewish nation, for that was
called the end of the world. And can we say from that
time, swords have been beat into ploughshares, and spears
into pruning-hooks, and that nations have not lifted up,
sword against nations, nor learned war any more? Cer-
tainly there is but one way that this can be. consistently.
understood. Isaiah Ixv,25. “T'he wolf and the lamb shall
feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bul-
lock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall.
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mounTAIN, saith the
Lord.” To be convinced that holy mountain, in thia
passage, means the New Jerusalem, or Jerusalem which
is above, we have only to read the 17th verse of this.chap-
ter. ‘For behold, I create new heavens, and a new earth :
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into
mind.” This must be what the aposile Peter meant, 2
Peter, iii, 13. ‘Nevertheless we, according to his prom-
ise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” He was speaking of the second
coming of Christ; an event which was then near at hand.
Zephaniah 1ii, 9—11. ‘For then will I turn to the peo-~
plea pure language, that they may all call upon the name
of the Lord, to serve him with one consent. From be-
yond the rivers of Etheopia my suppliants, even the
daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In
that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all tby doings,
wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then will
I take away out ofthe midst of thee, them that rejoice in
thy pride ; and-thou shalt no more be haughty because
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of mine holy mountaIN.' “Then will I turn to the peo-
ple a pure language.’ When was this to be fulfilled?
The verse unext preceding will show. Therefore wait
ye upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up
to the prey; for my determination is to gather the nations,
that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them
mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the
earth shall be devoured with the fire of jealousy.” If the
time ever was, or ever will be, when the indignation of
the Lord, and all his fierce anger was poured out upon
the nations, it was at the time of the destruction of Jeru-
salem. For speaking of this time, Christ said—‘For then
shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the be-
ginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
At the 171h verse of this chapter, it is written—'Thd
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he will save,
he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love;
he will joy over thee with singing’ I believe such
languasge as this is never used in soripture, when it refers
to blessings to be enjoyed in this mertal state.—<F.; all
the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.”
This, too must be what Peter means in the chapter allu-
ded to above, where he says—‘But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heav-.
ens shall pass away with a great noise, and. the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works
that are therein, shall be burntup.’ This is the only
place in the Bible which says that the earth shall be burne
up, and if it means that the earth itself shall be literally
burat up, and cease to exist; then it must mean that it
was long agoto be fulfilled, for it wasto be at the second
soming of Christ.Versa 24. ‘And David myeervant shall:
be king over them ; and they all shall have one shepherd :-
they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my
statutes, and do them. And they shall dwell in the landt.
that 1 "':9‘ givento Jacob my setvanmt, wherein yoak:
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fathers have dwelt; and they shalljdwell therein,even they
and their children, for ever; and my eervant David shall
be their prince forever. . ‘And they shall dwell in the
land that I have given to Jacob my servant, wherin your
fathers have dwelt.” It may be asked, ifthe fathers of the -
house of Israel, had already dwelt in that heavenly coun-
try which Abraham sought ; before the second coming of
Christ? To which question I answer, I think they had.
When the Sadducees questioned Christ concerning the
woman which had seven husbands, and asked which of
them should be hers in the resarrection, he reproved them,
because they did not understand the doctrine of the res-
urrection from what God said to Moses at the buraing-
bush. Lukexx,37. ‘Now thatihe dead are raised even
Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. For heisnota God of the dead but of the living.’
If Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, had not experienced a
resurrection from the dead,I do not see how God could be
their God, when he was not aGod of the dead, but of the
livng. They had long been dead. Ifthe Saviour did not
intend that the Sadducees should so understand it, it ap-
pears to me there are many passages in the old testa-
ment which he would have been much more likely to call
their attention to, as teaching the doctrine of the resurree-
tion than this. It appears to me also, that Moses was
risen from the dead, or he could not have been with Eli-
jah at the transfiguration of the Saviour on the Mount..
I know we read that Christ was the first which arose from
the dead. Still there may have been exceptions. What
is meant by Christ's being the first.risen from the dead, I
think, is this. . The resurrection or gathering together of
the house of Israel at the end of the - world ; is compared
to a harvest. See Matthew xiii. 39. The harvest is the
end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.’ Alse
Jere. viii, 20 ‘The barvest js past, the summer is ead-
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ed, and we are not saved’ Of this general harvest,
Christ was the first fruits. Enoch, and Elijah certainly
were exceptions as much as if they had been dead, and
raised again. 8o also were the saints which arose out of
their graves, at the cracifixion of Christ. ‘And my ser-
vant David shall be their prince forever’ This prince
certainly could be no other than Christ. It is written
—Daniel vii, 14, ‘And thete was given him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations and
languages, should serve him : hisdomiuion is an everlast-
ing dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
that whichshall net be destroyed.” 2 Samuel vii, 25, 26,
‘And now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast spoken
concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, estab-
Hsh it forever, and do as thou hast said. And let thy
name be magnified forever, saying, the Lord of hosts is
the God over Israel! and let the house of thy servant
David be established before thee.’ By turning to the first
chapter of Luke, we may see how we ought to understand
this scripture, concerning the throne of David. ‘He shall
be great, and shall be called theson of the highest; and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father Da-
vid ; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of hiskingdom there shall be no end.” When are we
to understand that Christ’s kingdom in this sense of the
word commenced? He said explicitly that his kingdom
was not of this world. Matthew xix, 28. ‘Jesus said uuto
them, verily Isay unto you, that ye which have followed
me in the regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in
the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 'This shows
that he was not then on the throne of his glory. And
there can be no doubt that he referred to his second
coming. Ifthere are any doubts, the following passage will
decide it. Luke xix, 11, 12. ‘And as be heard thess
things, he added and spake a parable, becauma e ww
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nigh to Jerusalem, 1and because they thought that the
kingdom of God sheuld immediately appear. He said:
therefore, a certain nobleman went into a far couatry to.
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.’ ThisE
suppose all will agree, alludes to his ascension unto his.
father, and his coming again the seeond time. Acts ii, 29,

30. ‘Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you
of the patriarch David, that he is both. dead and buried,

and his sepulehire is with us unte this day. Therefore
being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an:
eath to him, that of thefruit of his loins,accerding to the
flesh, he would raise up. Christ to sit on his throne: he,
seeing this before, spoke of the resurrection of Christ,

that his soul was not left in hell, neither did his flesh see

corruption.’ It cannot therefore be reasonbly denied
(as some do deny) that the throne of David was estab--
lished never to have an end. Or thatforever in this pas-
sage, at least, should be understood to be of endless dur-
ation. Verse 26. ‘Moreover, I will make a covenant

of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant
with them; and I will place them, and® multiply them,
and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them forever

more. ‘I will make a covenant of peace-with them.'—

The best way to understand what is meant by a ‘cove-:
nant of peace,’ is to turn. to all the places in the Bible-
where the new covenant is spoken of, and see how they

read. The language salways is in substance, I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. And it is:
deeply to be lamented, that the wisdom of this world,.
should clog this plain testimony with conditions. Cen--
ditions which.make void the gospel, and destroy our hops:
in the promise of God. What cenditions do we find in.
the following? Ezekiel xx, 44. ‘And ys shall know thas
I am the Lord, when I have wrought: with you for my:
name’s sake, not acoording to your wicked ways, nor ae-
dording to your oorrupt doings,O ye louse of Israel,
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waith theLord.’ Or in- the following. ‘For this is tha
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into.their
mind, and write themin their hearts; and I will .be to
them a Gud, and they shall be to me a people: and they
shall not teach every man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, know the Lord: for all shall know me
from the least to the greatest. ForI will be mercifal te
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniqui-
ties will I remember no more.” This passage in the 8th
chapter of Hebrews, is almost a literal quotation from
that which we find .iu the 31st chapter of Jeremiah. And
itis very important-that we understand the words which
fellow.’ In that he saith a new covenant, be hath made
the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old
is ready to vanish away.’ Does not this mean that atthe
time when this epistle was written, the old covenant was
ready to vanish away. And that when it should vanish
away, the new covenant with the house of Israel, and the
house of Judah, should take its place? Or do the ecrip-
tures mean that there should be some thousands of years,
that God would have no covenant with his chosen people ?
Nothing, 1 think. could be more unscriptural than this.
‘I will place them and multiply them.’ I consider this
parallel with the following passages. Lzekiel xxxvi, 37,
“Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired
‘of by the house of Israel to do itfor them, [ will increase
them with men like a flock.” Isaiah «lix, 21, 22. “Then
shalt thou say in thine heart, whe hath begotten me
these, seeing | have lest my children, and am desolate, a
captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought
up these? Behold I was left alone; these, where had
they been? Thus saith the Lord Gnd, behold, I will lift
up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my stam’\ns&\?
/She pegple: and they hall bring thy sons n e weee,
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and thy daughters shall be cartied upon their shoulders,”
Rt is thought by many, and perhaps by a majority of chris-
tians, that the doctrine of the resurrection is not taught in
the old Testament scriptures. 1t has been one great ob-
ject in writing this long communication, to convince
some who may read it, that this is a mistake. If I should
succeed in calling the serious attention of one person to
the subject, I shall be well paid for my pains. I am cer-
tain that no one knows how to value the prophecies of
the old Testamet, who does not see that the doctrine of
the resurrection of the dead is abundantly tadght there.
If the doctrine of the resurrection is taught in this 37th
chapter of Ezekiel, as I have endeavored to show that it
is, then it will be admitted that the whole of the old Tes-
tament abounds in the same. Indeed if I do not misun-
derstand the scriptures altogether, Christ and the resur-
rection is as much the theme of the old Testament as of
the new. The Bible does. not teach that all shall be alike
glorious in the resurrection. It does not say that a/l shall
judge augels ; or that ail shall be made kings, and priests.
unto God. But it does teach that all the nations, all the
kindreds, and all the families of the earth, shall he
blessed, And that ‘as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
ghall all be, made alive.” And that sin and misery shall
not there exist. E. CurriER,
Norridgewock, Sept. 1840.

1 shall now attempt a brief exposition of some parts of
our Saviour’s discourse to his disciples on the Mount of
Olives, a short time before his crucifixion.

Matthew xxiv, 3. “‘And as he sat upon the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, tell
us when shall these things be? and what shall be the.sign
of thy coming, and of the end of the world ?'

" The learned of all denomipatipns, sgree in, this, thap
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the end of the world in this passage, means the close of
the Jewish age, or world. It is also admitted that this
time was about thirty-five or forty years after these words
were spoken by Christ. Jesas had just before told them
in substance, that the city and temple should be over-
thrown. - They had also heard him epeak of his second
coming, but it appears he had never given them much
information respecting when he should come. Butit
seems they judged that it might be in their life time, or
atleast in the life time of some of them ; for they asked,
‘what shall be the sign of thy coming” And at one time
when they were stanlding around him, he said unto them,
‘there be some standing here, which shalf not taste of
death, till they see the Son of man coming in his king-
dom.” They had heard him speak of the end of the
world. In his explanation of the parable of the tares, he
said, ‘T'he harvest is the end of the world.’ All thess
things go to prove that the second coming of Christ, the
end of the world, and the destruction of their city and
temple, were spoken of in connexion, So the question
shows, and so the answer shows.

But it appears that they did not understand the
doctrine of the resurrection ; for when he informed them
that he must be put to death, and be raised again the
third day, they did net comprehend his meaning—for
when they were together by themselves alone, they ‘won-
dered what the rising from the dead shoald mean.' And
Peter at one time, ventured to tell him that it should not
be so. '

It is evident that hefore they were called to be follow=
ers of their Lord. they had imbibed the notion generally-
believed by the Jews, that the Messiah’skingdom was to
be a temparal kingdom ;—and when he spoke to-them of
the rewards they wereto receive, they expected it would'
be some post of honor, under his temporal gavetavnest.
Aod though he often told them that e Wingdowm ww
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aot of this world,—yet when they saw that he was put te
death, they gave up all for lost, and returned to their fors
mer occupations. ‘We trusted that -it shonld have been
he which should have redeemed Iscael.’” This shows that
his friends had given up the hopes which they had be-
fore cherished, that Jesus was the redeemer of Israel.—
After his resurrection, and before his ascension, they ask-
ed him, ‘wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom
to Israel” He informed them that this was not for them
at that time to know ‘But,’ said he, ‘ye shall receive
power, after that the Iloly Ghost is come upon you: and
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of
the earth.’

‘Afier the Holy Ghost’ had come upon them, ‘they
went forth every where,’ preaching a very different doe-
trine from that which the wisdom of this world teaches.
But although they did not uaderstand the doctrine of the
resurrection, they had imbibed the idea that the time when
the 1temple should be destroyed, the coming of Christ,
and the end of the world, were to be all at, or near the
same time. For in their question they connect all these
events together. There are many passages of scripture
that speak of thissame time, where similar termns are
used. .

Deut. xxxii. 29. ‘O that my people were wise, that
they understood this, that they would censider their las-
ter end’ Lam.i,9. °‘Her filthiness is in her skirts;
sheremembereth not her last end.’ Daniel xii, 13. ‘But
go thou thy way till the end be; for thou shalt rest, and
stand in thy lot at the end ofthe day.’ 1 Cor. xv, 14. ‘Then
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God.’ 1 Peter iv, 7. ‘But the end of all
things is at hand.’ Jere. xxxi. ‘There is hope in thine
end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again
to their own border.’ All these passages, I believe, f
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righily understood, point to the same time which the dise
ciples had in view, viz. thetime when the buildings of the
temple should be ‘thrown -down, the second coming of
Christ, and the end of the world, or end of the Jewish
dispensation. But it is said this cannot mean the end of
the Jewish world, for every body understands the scrip-
tures to teach, that the Jews are to be again reinstated in
the land of Palestine, their city and temple to be rebuilt ;
that they are to embrace the doctrine of Christ, and that
they are to be a greater and mightier people than in the
days of David and Solomon. By way of reply to all this,
I have only to say that the scriptures teach no such thing.
To be sure, no prophesy is ofiener repeated in scripture,
than that the house of Israel should be gathered together
into the land of their fathers, or land of Israel. But this
was to be in the heavenlyland, the new earth; and was to
be fulfilled at the coming of Christ in the clouds of hea-
ven. Thus the aposties were looking for the new earth,
(or land of Israel,) ‘wherein dwelleth righteousness.’—
Verse 6. “‘And ye shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars :
for all these things must come to pass, but the end [of
the world] is not yet.” Verse 9. ‘Then shall they deliver
you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: [the disciples]
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.
Verse 15. ‘And then shall many be offended, and shall
betray one another, and hate oue another.” The epistles
afford abundant proof that this was the case in the last
days. Verse 11. ‘And many false prophets shall arise,
and shall deceive many.’ .
When the upostle Paul took his last farewell of the
-christian church at Ephesus, he said unto them, ‘For
know this, that after iny departing, shall grievious wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the flock.” See also2
Cor. xi, 13, 14 ‘For such are false apostles, deceitfal
sworkers, transforming themselves \nto \he apostes ot
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Christ. And no marvel; for satan himself is transforme
ed into an angel of light.” Many passages in Peter, Johm,
Jude, and elsewhere, in the New Testament, go to prove-
that there were false brethren and deceivers, in the last
days. Verses 12 and 13. ‘And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that
shall endure unto the end, [of the world] the same shall
be saved.’ In this, as in many other passages, the idea
seems to be conveyed, that many of the followers of
Christ should not be found among the elect at his com-
ing, unless they should continue faithful to his cause.
And this is the reason why the apostles in their epistles,
continually exhorted the brethren to faithfulness, that
they might be found in Christ, and not be ashamed at his
appearing. And this appearing. it should always be re.
membered, is in every instance, spoken of as an event
which was then near at hand. ‘For yet a little while
and he that isto come, will come, and will not tarry.’
‘For the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” ‘For the
time is at hand.” Verse 14. ‘And this gospel of the king-
dom must be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations.” We are often told that the coming of Christ
here spoken of, cannot be past, because the gospel has
not yet been preached to all the nations of the earth.—
But the Saviour, after his resurrection, commanded his
disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel,
and they obeyed. That is, they went into all the world
as the phrase was then understood. Their Lord was with
them wherever they weat, confirming their word with
signs, in confimation oftheir testimony. And certain it
is, if the apostles preached the gospel in its purity, it has
never been preached in its purity since. From the 14th
verse to the 20th, the Lord goes on to inform his disci-
Ples concerning the calamities which should come upon.
the Jews, such as never was before, and neyer should b
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afterward, together with the signs, so that they mighd
make their escape. Forthe coming of Christ to gather
together the elect, was not before, but immediately afier
the tribulation of those days. And although they were to be
gathered together at his coming, yet if they did not make
their escape, they must share in all the tribulations which
should precede his coming. Therefore it stood the chris-
tians in hand to observe carefully the sigus foretold by
Christ, lest they,if they did not escape, must be involved
in the general ruin. It appears that the calamities had
begun in some wmeasure, to come upon this devoted peo-
ple, when Peter wrote his epistles. For he says, 1 Peter
iv, 17. ‘For the time fs come that judgirent must begin at
the house of God.” In Dr. Clark’s commentary on this
passage, we fiad these words. “I have on several occa-
sions shown, that when Cestius Gallus came against Je-
rusalem, many christians were shut up in it: when he
strangely raised the siege, the christians immediately de-
parted to Rella, in Celosyria, in the dominions of king
Agrippa, who was an ally of the Romans; and there they
were safe: and it appears from the ecclesiastical histori-
ans, that they had but barely time to lcave the city before
the Romuns returned under the commaud of Titus, and
never lefi the place till they had destroyed the temple,
razed the city to the ground, slain upwards of a million
of these wretched people, and put an end to their eivil
polity and ecclesiastical state.” Verse 20. ‘linmnediately
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be dark-
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall full from heaven, aind the powers of heaven shall be
shaken.’ | think this verse should be coneidered in con-
nection with verse 35. ‘Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my word shall not pass away.’ To speak of the end
of the world, and te say that the sun shall be datkened,
the moon shall not give her light, \he stars svall Wl xsw
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heaven, the powers of heaven shall be shaken, and that
heaven and earth shall pass away, as things which have
slready transpired, sounds strangely to peopl'e who are
not familiar with the scriptures. But the Saviour-after
speaking of these things, and also of his coming in the
clouds, says, verse, 34, ‘Verily I say unto you, this gen-
eration shall not pass till @/l these things be fulfilled.’—
Some have attempted to evade the force of this by saying
that by “‘generat.on’. in this passage is not meant that
these things should take place while that generation
ahould remain on earth. Some say it is to be understood
the generation of the Jews. Others say it meaus the
generation of the righteous, But all these things are
mere shifts, in order to make the word of God bend to
human notions. Generation in this passage means the
same as in the chapter next preceding, verse 36, “Verily
I say uato you, all these things shall come upen this gen-
eration.” No one would have the hardihood to say that
generation, in this passage, does not mean generation.—
Not only so, but the Saviour speaks to the disciples asif
they were, some of them at least, to live to sce these
things. ‘When ye shall see these things.’ Not when they
shall be seen at some future generation; ‘but ‘when ye
shall see all these things come to pass, then know of your
own selves.” Isaiah Ixv, 17. ‘For, behold, I create new
heavens and a new earth, and the former shall not be re-
membered nor come into mind.” Now notice particular-
ly the next verse, and see how well it agrees with the
doctrine which Peter beld concerning the new lieaven
and new earth, Remember the coming of Christ was to
be sydden, as a thief in the night. It was the time also,
when heaven and earth should pass away. 2 Peter, iii,
10—13. ‘But the day of the Liord will come as a thief in
the night ; in the which the heavens shall pass away with
& great noise, and the elementa shall wel\ with fexvens



141

heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall
be burnt up. Seeing then that all thesa things shall be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy cenversation and godliness, looking for and hasting
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens
be)ng on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to
his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,where-
in dwelleth righteousness.

Let any one compare this passage in Peter’s epistle
carefully, and he cannot fail to see that it agrees perfectly
with what the Lord said to him and the other disciples.
on the Mount of Olives. Christ compares this time to
the time before and at the flood. ‘For as in the days that
were before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came
and took them all away : so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.” Upon the authority of this, Peter says in
the same chapter, ‘For this they willingly are ignorant of
that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the-
esrth standing out of the water and in the water, where-
by the earth that then was, being overflooded with water
perished’ ‘The world that then was perished.” Now to
say that the world perished, is something like sayingthat
the earth shall be burnt up. But it is evident thatin one
case he spoke of the people which perished in the flood,
and in the other, of the Jews who would perish in the
overflowing scourge, which was soon to pass through.—
And in truth, the Jewish world was literally desiroyed by
fire, according to the prophecy of Isaish. ‘Thy holy cities
are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a deso-
lation. Our holy and our beautiful house where our
fathers praised thee, is burnt up with fire: and all our
pleasant things are laid waste’ And when \ta Sotwex
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heavens passed away, no more to be remembered, nor to
come into mind, then were the elect to rejoice in the new
heavens and new earth which the Lord shoald create.—
As said Peter, ‘We, according to his promise look for
new heavens, and a new earth wherein dwelleth right-
sousness.’” Soin Rev. xxi, 1. ‘Aud I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away, and there was no more sea.’

Surely this must have been fulfilled at the second com-
ing of Christ, for then was heaven and earth to pass away.
And I hardly think that any reasonable person will con-
tend that these passages do not all refer to one and the
same time. Then read what follows: ‘‘And I John saw
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
baud. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
be with them,and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God. Aund God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for
the former things are passed away.” The same thing also is
to be understood by the following passage in Job xiv, 10
—12. ““But man dieth, and wasteth away; yea,man giveth
up the ghost,and where ishe? As the waters fail from
the sea, and the flood deeayeth and drieth up; so man
fieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more,
they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.
Should not this be understood to mean that when the
heavens shall pass away, or be no more, then, and not till
then shall they awake, or be raised out of their sleep?
The words which follow, show beyond doubt that Job
alluded to the resurrection, when the heavens should be
a0 more. “‘Oh that thou wouldest hide me in the grave,
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‘that thou wouldest keep me secret until thy wrath be past,
that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember
‘me! If a man die, shall he live again? All the days of
my appointed time will I wait, till my change [to immors
tality] come. Thou shalt call; and 1 will answer thee:
thou will have a desire to the work of thine haods.,
Paul in his 12th chapter of Heb. after exhorting the breth-
eren to faithfuluess und diligence, “‘lest they should fail
of the grace of God,” goes on to speak of Mount Sinai,
and then says,” But ye are come to mount Sion, and unto
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
an innumerable company of angels, to the general assem-
bly and church of the first born, whick are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits
of Just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that
speaketh better things than that of Abel. See that yo
reluse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not
who refused him that spoke on earth, much more =hall
not we escape if we turn away from him that speaketh
from heaven : whose voice then shook the earth: but
now has hepromised, saying, yet once more I shake not
the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, yetonce
more signifieth the removing of those things that are
made, that those things which cannot be shaken may re-
main’ Now mark what follows, *‘Wherefore receiving
a kingdom wbich caonot be moved, let us have grace
whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence
and godly fear.

Is it not plain that the righteous were to receive tbis
kingdom which could not be moved, when heaven and
earth should be shaken, or should pass away? All these
things are very easy to be understood, were it not for
that impious unbelief which denies that the scriptures
have been fulfilled according to the explicit declaratiooa
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of Jesus Christ. Verse 31. ‘And he shall send his an--
gels with a great sound of a trumpet ; and they shall gath-
er together his elect from the fourmnds, from one end of
heaven to the other.’

The Universalists are all agreed as to thetime when
Christ was to come in the clouds. But they do not be-
lieve that the elect were gathered together,—(the dead
raised and the living changed) at that time. ‘Tley vn-
dewstand that the coming of which he spoke, was fulfilled
in the approach of the Roman armies which laid waste
the country, surrounded the city of Jerusalem, and final-
ly destroyed both city and temple, leaving not one stone
upon another. But it should be kept in mind that his
eoming in the clouds, was not when. the sufferings of the
Jews commenced. The Savieur, after speaking of the
calamities which the Jews should suffer in consequence
of their city being besieged by their enemies, said, ‘Im-
mediately after, (not before) the tribulation of those
days the sun shall be darkened, and the moen shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and-
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken : and zken shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven,’ &c.

He said, too, ‘For as the lightning cometh.out of. the
east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.’ He always spoke of his
eoming with his angels, as an event whichshould be sud-
den as a thief in the mght; which could not be said in
regard to the- approach of an invading army. Another -
thing. Does this discourse to the disciples look like a
parable, or any thing of the kind? Certainly it does
not. They asked him when his coming should be?
And also what signs should precede his coming ! He
informed them concerning the signs, and it is universal-
ly admitted: that they were literally fulfilled in that gen-~
eration, Why, then,. should: wa deubk thet it was off
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literally fulfilled? What else could he mean when he:
said, “And he shall send hisangels with a great sound
of a trumpet ; and they shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other?”’
This could not, as some suppose, be the Roman soldiers,
for it was not at the same time. I shall now, by compar..
ing this with other passages of Scripture, endeavour to
show, that it means the resurrection of the just. I will
begin with some passages in the old Testament, that speak
of the gathering together of the children of Israel. Gen-
esis xlix, 10. “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” In
these words of the patriarch Jacob, the second coming
of Christ was meant, for then, and not before, did the
sceptre depart from Judah,— and then was the gathering
of the people to be. And this, certainly, is what the Sav-
iour meant when he said, ‘“He shall send his angels
and they shall gather together hiselect.” Deut.xxx, 1—4.
“And it shall come to pass, when all these thingsare come
upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set
before thee, and thou shalt callkthem to mind among all
the nations whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee,
and shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey
his voice according to all that 1 cemmand thee this day,
thou, and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul; that then the Lord thy God will turn thy captiv-
ity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and
gather thee from all the nations, whither the Lord thy
God hath scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out
unto the uttermost parts of heaven, from thence will the
Lord thy God gather thee and from thence will he fetch
thee.”” Isaiahliv,6—8. “For the Lord hath ealled thee
as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of
youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. For a
small moment have I forsaken thee ; but with gras\ wes--

10
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cies will I gather thee. In alittle wrath T hid my face
from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness
will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.
Jeremiah xxiii, 3—8. ‘AndI will gather the remnant
of my flock out of all countries whither I bave driven
them, and will bring them again to their folds ; and they
shall” be faithful and increase. AndI will set up shep-
herds over them, which shall feed them; and they shall
fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be
lacking, saith the Lord. Behold, the days come, saith
the Lord, that I wiil vaise unto David a righteous braneh,
and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment in the earth. In his days shall Judah be saved,.
and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his name where-
by he shall be called, THe LoRD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.—
Therefore, behold, the days come saith the Lord, that
they shall no more say, the Lord liveth, which brought
up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but the
Lord liveth, which brought up, and which led, the seed of
the house of Isrzel outof the north country and from all
countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell
in their own land.” Eze .xxgiii, 25,26. ‘Thus saith the Lord

God, when I shall have gathkered the house of Israel from

the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be
sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall
they dwell in their own land that I have given to my ser-
vant Jacob. And they shall dwell safely therein, and
shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall
dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgements
upon all those that despise them round about them ; and
they shail know thatI am the Lord their God.’

And so I might go on quoting scores of prophecies in
the old Testament, which were to be fulfilled at the sec-
ond coming of Christ or never ;—for as far as this world
is concerned, the descendants of Abraham then ceased to

be God’s HoLy people. And no one can seriously cen-
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vend (bat all these things were ' fulfilled ‘whils their dis
pensation continued. Baut this is not all the evideuce
we can bring to prove that the resurrection. of the just
was at the tune of the coming of Christ in the clouds. . I
shall show that the disciples understood it so, and taught
so. Aotsi, 9—I11. ‘And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sizht. And while they looked
steadfastly towards heaven, as he went up, behold two
men stood by them in white apparel ; which said, ye men
of Gallilee, why stand ye gazing up into.heaven? This
same Jesus,which is taken up from you into heaven,shall so
comein like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.’
Christ said, ‘they shall see the Son of man coming in the
cloudsof beaven.’ And the apostles were told when they
saw him go up into heaven in a cloud, that he should
come again in like manaer. That is, in a cloud. The
disciples were not informed when their Lord was taken
up into heaven in a cloud, when he should come again in
like maoner. And the reason undoubtedly was, it was
not proper that they should know. Christ did not tell
them when his second coming shounld be, any nearer than
that it should be in thiat generation. He also told them
what signs should precede his coming,so that they might
know when the time was near. In the episties of the
apostle Paul, he speaks of the coming of Christ, in con-
nection with the doctrine of the resurrection. And any
one who will take the trouble to compare his writings
upon the subject, with this discourse of Christ to his dis-
ciples on the Mount of Olives, will see at once that both
spoke of the same event, and that Paul takes the words
of Christ for the foundation of his remarks. But before
I proceed to compare them, and show that Paul taught
neither more nor less than what Christ taught, I will give
my views of verses 40 and 41 of this 24th chapter of Mat-
thew. ‘Then shall two men be in the field ; one shall be
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taken and the otherleR: "Fwo women shall be grinding:
at the mill ;.one shall:be taken and the other left’ I have
never read.any anthor, that pays that attention to these-
two verses which I think they deserve. Mr. Whittemore-
in his notes on the parables, page 343, passes over them.
by merely saying,—‘The work of grinding, in Judea, was.
‘done by women, in portable mills, which it took two of "
them to manage.” It appears to me if we would study to-
get the Saviour's meaning in. this discourse, we should:
not overlook whatis to be understood by being ‘taken.’ It
appears to me certain. that by what the Saviour said in-
this passage, he meant the same which Paul meant in 1
Cor. xv, 52, ‘For the trumpet shall sound and the dead:
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
Also in 1 Thess. iv, 17. ‘Then we, which are alive and
remain shall be eaught up together with them in the.
clouds, to. meet the Lord in. the air’ Being caught.
_up in the clouds, would be to be taken,as I will now
proceed to-show. Genesis v, 24. ‘And Enoch walked:
with God and was not; for God took him. Certainly,.
then, if God took him, he was taken. Here it.will be ad-
mitted by all, that {0 be taken, means to be translated, or
changed to immortality. Now turn to the second chapter
of 2 Kings. ‘And it-came to pass, when the Lord would
take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah
went with Elisha from Gilgal. And the sons of the proph.
ets that were at Bethel.came forth to Elisha, and said un-
to him, knowest thou not that the Lord will take away
thy master from thy head to-day? And the sons of the
prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said
unto him, knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy
master from thy head to-day? And it came to pass when.
they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisba, ask.
what I. shall do for thee, before I be ¢aken away from
thee. And he said thou hast asked a hard thing : never-
theless, ifthou.see ma when I am ¢aken from thee, it shall
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‘beso umnto thee; but if pot,it shall not be -s0.’ T
this chapter, the words take or taken, occur five times,
certainly the meanmg is, that Elijah was translated or
changed. And inthe 1 chapter of Acts, the word is us-
ed three times respecting the -Saviour’s being taken up
into heaven. Why then should it not be so understood
in the passage in question? I am sure no good reason
can be given. Let us see what the apostle Paul says
about the resurrection at the coming of Christ. Christ
said, ‘he shall send his angels with the great sound of a
TRUMPET, and they shall gather together his elect.’—
‘Then shall two men be in the field; the one shall be
taken, and the other left. Two women shall be.grinding
at the mill, the one shall be taken and” the .other léft.'—
-Paul says, ‘We sheall not all sleep, but .we shall all be
changed, in a momeat, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last TRump: for the TruMPET shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.’
If in both these passages, the same sound of the trumpet
is meant, then surely what the apostle means when he
says, ‘We shall not all sleep,but we shall all be changed,’
must be all the elect, for none but the elect were to be
gathered together at this sound of the TrumPET. And Why,
.pray, should they not be understood to mean the same?
One was to be at the last trump; the other was to be at
the end of the world. Surely there can be no improprie-
ty in calling the sound of the trumpet at'the end of the
world, the last trump.

We will now turn to 1 Thess. 4th cbapter, where the
‘same coming of Christ and the same sound of the trump-
-et, is spoken of. ‘For this we say unto yon by the word
of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the
-coming of the Lord, shall not prevent [go before] them
which are asleep.” For the Lord himself shall descend
Arom heaven with a shout, with the .voice of \he wrch-an-

- &%), and with she srumMe of God : and the dead o Chg
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[the elect] shall rise first : then we which are alive and
remain, shall be canght [taken] up with them together
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we be ever with the Lord.’

Ifany thing were wanting to prove that this is the same
coming that Christ spoke of, the words which follow in
the same co'nnection, abandantly show that it was the
same, and no other. ‘But of the times and seasons breth-
ren, ye need not that [ write unto you. For yourselves
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh asa
thief in the night.” Matthew xxiv, 43. ‘But know this,
that if the good man of the house had known in what
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and
would not have suffered his house to have been broken
up.’ 2 Peter iii, 10. ‘But the day of the Lord will come
as a thiet in the night.” All the passages in the epistles,
which speaic of the coming of Christ, which was then fu-
ture, point to one time; and that time was the end of
the Jewish world, or last day. And no other reason can
possibly be given why it should not be so understood,
save the bold, not to say sacriligious presumption
which denies that Christ has ever yet come to gather to-
gether his elect, and to judge the world. From verse 41,
to the end of the chapter, the Lord Jesus goes on. to in-
form his disciples that his coming should be sudden, like
a thief in the night, and unexpected. He exhorts them
to faithfulness, and assures them that such of his servants
as should continue steadfast in the faith, until his com-
ing, should receive their reward. But that sach of his
servants as should be unfaithful, and should not obey his
commands ,would be surprised at his coming, and should
have their part with the hypocrites, where should be
‘weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Chapter 25. . ‘Then [when they shall see the Son ef
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory] shall the kingdam ofheaven he \iiened, wuta tem
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virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet
the bridgroom. And five of them were wise, and five
were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps,
and took no oil with them : but the wise took oil in their
vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried,
they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was
acry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out
to meet him." llere, again, the Saviour informs his dis-
ciples, that his coming at the end of the world, would be
sudden and unexpected, and that many who were count-
ed his servants, would be off their guard, and so fail of
entering into that rest which was prepared for his faith-
ful servants. They would be asleep. Paul says, Romans
xiii, 11, 12, ‘And that, knowing the time, that now it is
high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed. 'The night is far spent,
the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light’ But if
the coming of Christ is not yet past, may we ask how
much nearer was their salvation, atthe time this epistle
was written than when they believed? Thetime,in com-
parison was but a moment. And how could he say that
the night was then far spent, and the day was at hand?
Certainly if the time is yet future,the night was then
but just begun, and the day, instead of being at hand, was
then very far off. Again, 1 Thess. v.2—7. ‘For your-
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh
as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, peace
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in
darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.—
Ye are all the children of the light, and the children of
the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness There-
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but et us watch and
be sober. For they that sleep, sleep in the night; and
they that be drunken, are drunken in \he g’ Wexwe
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7. ‘Then all those virginsarose, and trimmed their lamps.
And the foolish said unto the wise, give us of your oil
for our lamps have gone out. Butthe wise answered,
saying, not so ; lest there be not enough for us and you :
but go ye rather to them that sell,and buy for yourselves.
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and
they that were ready went in with him to the marriage,
and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other
virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. But he an-
swered and said, verily I.say unto you, I know you not.
Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” This parable of
the ten virgins, as well as the parable of the talents,which
succeeds it, was evidently spoken to illustrate what was
said in the 24th chapter concerning his coming at the
end of the world; and is one unbroken discourse in an-
swer to the question, ‘Tell us when shall these things
be?’ (the destruction of the temple,) ‘and what shall be
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world.’—
The parable of the talents is nearly the same as the para-
ble of the ten virgins, and closes with these words.—
‘Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the
exchangers, and then at my coming, 1 should have receiv-
ed mine own with usury. T'ake therefore the talent from
him, and give it unto him that hath ten talents. For
unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have
abundance : but from him that bath not shall be taken
away even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprof-
itable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weep-
g and gnashing of teeth.” All this was to be fulfilled
at the time of his coming in the clouds of heaven, be-
fore that generation should pass away. And these two
parables teach exactly what is taught every where else
in the new Testament; that none but true believers would,
at the coming of Christ, be admitted into that rest whick
was prepared for them that Joved God.
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We will now turn to Matthew vii, 13, 14. ‘Enter ye
in at the straight gate; for wide is the gate, and broad
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there
be which go inthereat: Becausestraight ¢s the gate, and

. narrow is the way, which leadeth uato |ife ; and few there
be that find it” Verses 22—R27. ‘Many will say unto
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name ? and in thy name cast out devils? and in thy-
name done many wonderful works? And then will [
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me
yethat work iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth these
sayings of mine, aud doeth them, I will liken him unto a
wise man, which built his house upon a rock : And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds hlew,
and beat upon that house, and it fell not: for it was found-
ed upon a rock. And every one that heareth these say-
ings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened anto
a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And
the rain descended and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house aud it fell : and great was
the fall of it.’

This also was to be fulfilled at the coming of Christ to
receive the righteous unto himself, and to punish the un-
believing Jews with utter destruction. Then also wasto
be fulfilled the passage in Luke xiii, 28. ‘There shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth,when ye shall see Abra-
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the other prophets, in
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.’—
But although the fall of their house was to be great, the
unbelieving Jews were not threatened by the Saviour,with
endless punishment. It was left for afier ages to find
this out. Weoften hear it said in these days, that those
who build on any other foundation than Christ, can never
be saved. Let us for a moment, compare this doctrine,
s with the doctrine of the Bible. ‘For owher foundatws
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can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, be-
cause it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try
every man’s work, of what sort it is. If any man’s work
abide which he hath built thereon, he shall have a re-
ward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself skall be saved yet so as by fire.’
Butto return to the 25th of Matthew: verses 31, 32
‘When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne ofhis glory: And before him shall be gathered all
nations; and he shall separate them one from another, as
a shepherd divideth Ais sheep from the goats.” ‘And be-
fore him shall Le gathered all nations.” ‘This is under-
stood by many, to mean, that all mankind in all agesof
the world, will at the end of time, be raised from the
dead, and be gathered together to be judged. But this
could not be the meaning of the passage, because at the
coming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven, the
elect only were to beraised. Christ said, ‘And he shall
send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet ; and they
shall gather together his elect.” Paul says, ‘But every
man in his own order; Christ the first fruits; afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming.” They which were
‘Christ’s at his coming,’ were the elect. Again. ‘The
dead in Christ shall rise first.” We will take a look at a
few passages, in order to ascertain who were in Christ. —
For such, and such only were to be raised at the sound
of the trumpet, when Christ was to come in the clouds of
heaven, attended by his angels. John xv. ‘I am the true
vine, my father is the husbandman. Evyery branch in,
me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring:
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forth more frait. Abide iz me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the
vine; no more ¢an ye, except ye abide in me. I am the
vine, ye are the branches: he that abidbth in me and Tin
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit : for without me,
ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be doneunto you." Thisagrees
exactly with these two parables in the 25th of Matthew.
If they who were called his servants, did not abide in bim,
or endure unto the end, they were to be gathered into
the city to be destroyed with the hypocrites and unbe-
lievers. ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature.’ This certainly proves that none who were not
born of the spirit were in Christ. Consequently no oth-
ors were raised at the coming of Christ, ‘in the glory of
his father, and all the holy angels with him.” The Sav-
iour in all this discourse to his disciples, did not say a
word about, or allude to, the resurrection of any but the
elect. Nor did he often, during his ministry, allude to
it. Or, if hedid, it is not recorded many times in the
four gospels. We will notice some passages, where the
resurrection of the elect is alluded to; which, if it were
not for other passages of scriptare, the reader would be
left to infer that there would be no resurrection of any
but the righteous. John vi, 39. ‘And this is the Father's
will that sent me, that of all which he hath given me, I
should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the
last day.’ Verse 40. “And thisis the will of himn that
sent me, that every one that seeth the Son, and believeth
on him, may have everlasting life; and [ will raise him
up at the last day.” Verse 54. ‘Whoso euleth Wy Nt
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal WWey wd LW
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him up at the last day.’ John xi, 23—26. ‘Jesus saith
unto her, thy brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto
him, 1 know that he shall rise again in the resurrection
at the last day. J¥esus said unto her, I am the resurrec-
tion and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: and wbosoever livéth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? John
xiv, 3. ‘And ifI go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that wherel

_am, there may ye be also.” Luke xx, 35, 36. ‘But they
which shall be accounted worthy-to obtain that world,
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor
are given in marriage: neither can they die any more:
for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children
of God, being children of the resurrection.’

Iu all the foregoing passages concerning the resurrec-
tion, none are meaant as the subjects of that glorious re-
surrection, but the elect. So in Phillippians iii, 10, 11,
“That I may know him, and the power of his resurrec-
tion, and the tellowship of his sufferings, being made
comfortable unto his death; if by any means I might at-
tain unto the resurrection of the dead.” It could not be
necessary for Christ to exhort his followers to seek, or
for them te strive to attain uato, that which was by the
oath of Jehovah,eternally secured to every son and daugh-
ter of Adam. We will now attend to the words, ‘And
before him shall be gathered all nations; and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth
his sheep from the goats.’

As 1 said before, it cannot mean that all mankind, or
all the house of Israel were raised and gathered before
him, forat that time, none were gatheredtogetherbut the
elect. I have no doubt but this was what the Saviour had
in view, when he spoke the parable of the tares.

Matthew xjii, 24—30. ‘Another parable puthe forn
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unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven is likened un-
to a maa which sowed good seed in his field. But while
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares, and went
his way. But when the blade was sprupg up, and bro’t
forth fruit,then appeared the tares also. So the servants
of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst
thou not sow good eeed in thy field? from whence
then hath it tares? He said unto them, an enemy hath
done this, The servants said unto him, wilt thou then.
that we go.and gather them up? But he said nay; lest
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat
with them. Letboth grow together until the harvest :
and in the time of harvest, I will say to the reapers,gath-
er ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundlesto.
burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.’
Now let us attend carefully to the Saviour’s own ex--
planation of this parable.
Verse 36--43. ‘Then Jesus sent the multitude away, .
and went into the house: and his disciples came unto
him, saying, declare unto us the parable of the taresof
the field. He answered and said unto them, he that
soweth the good seed is the Son of man: The field is the
world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
bat the tares are the children of the wicked one. The
enemy that sowed them is the devil: the harvest is the
world ; and the reapers are the angels. The Son of man
shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them that do in-
iquity ; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.’ This was cer-
tainly to be fulfilled at the time of his coming in the
glory of the Father with his angels, for both were to be
at the ‘end of the world.’
Verce 43. ‘Then shall the righteous shine forth asthe
sun, in the kingdom of their Father.’ At the \\we e
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righteous were gathered together at the sound of the
trampet, to ‘shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father,’ was the very time when the unbelieving Jews
were shut up within the walls of the city, surrounded by
their enemies, without the possibility of escape, and saf-
fering the most extreme miseries imaginable. It is very
important that we understand where was this furnace of
fire, where should be weeping and gnashing of teeth.—
Isaiah xxxi, 9. ‘And he shall pass over his strong hold for
fear, and his princes shzll be affraid of the ensign, saith
the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jeru-
salem.” In Ezekiel xxii, 19—22, the siege of Jerusalem
is described as accurately as it could be, or ever was de-
scribed since it took place. ‘Therefore, thus .saith the
Lord God, because ye are all become dross, behold theres
fore, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As
they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, gnd tio,
_into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to
melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my
fury, and I will leave you there and melt you. Yea, I
will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my
wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. As
silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be
melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I
the Lord have poured out my fury upon you. It will
not be denied that the final destruction of Jerusalem was
here foretold ;—and this furnace, into which the Jews
were gathered, was Jerusalem. For the words are, ‘I
will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.’ ‘Into the
midst of the furnace.’ ‘And before him shall be gather-
ed all nations.” This does not say, as in the 31st verse
of chapter; 24th; ‘He shall send his angels with a
great sound of a trampet ; and they shall gather together
his elect,’ although the coming is the same. But the mean-
ing is, that when he should come in the clouds of hear.
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'en with his angels, the Jews out of all nations should be
gathered together. Josephus says, vol. 2 p. 430, ‘Now
the number of those that were carried captive during this
whole war, was collected to be ninety-seven thousand;
as the number of those that perished during the whole
siege, eleven hundred thousand, the greater part of whom
were indeed, of the same nation of the city of Jerusalem,
but not belonging to the city iiself; for they were come
up from all the country,to a feast of unleavened bread,
and were on a sudden shut up by an army, which at the
very first occasioned so great a straightness among them,
that there came such a pestilential destruction upon them,
and soon afterward such a famine, as destroyed them
more suddenly.’ This was the time 50 often foretold by
Moses and the prophets, when the wicked should be de-
stroyed from off tae face of the earth. And at this time
great was to be the reward of the righteous.- This was
the time so eoften foretold by the Saviour, when there
should be ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ‘There shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God,
and you yourselves thrust out.” See also, Mark xv, 61,
62. ‘Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him,
art thou the Christ, the son of the Blessed? And Jesus
said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven.’

But perhaps-it will be said, that this must be in the
world to come;—for surely no one in the city of Jerusalem
coula see Abrabam, Isaac, and Jaceb in the kingdom of
God. Nor could mortal eyes see the Son of man sitting
onthe right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven. Then turn to Acts vii. 55, 56. ‘But he, being
full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the tight
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hand of God, and said, behold, I seethe heavens opened, .
and the Son of man standing onthe right hand of God."
And when it can be proved that Almighty power could

not open the eyes of the unbelieving Jews, to a view of
these things, as they were beheld by Stephen, it will be-
time enough to consider objections of this kind. All the

passages that speak of the time when there should be:
wailing, and gnashing of teeth, refer to the time when the:
eyes of the unbelieving Jews, should be opened to a view

of what they had lost, by rejecting their Messiah. But

then it was too late, the door was shut. When we come

to the 23d verse of this 25th chapter of Matthew, the par-.
able of the sheep and goats, begins, and continues to the

end ofthe chapter; where, also, ends the discourse of the

Saviour on the Mount of Olives.

This parable sets forth the blessedness which the disci-
ples, and all such as ministered to their necessities, should
enjoy at the coming of their Lord. For then were their
sufferings to end, then were they to ‘enter into the joy of
their Lord” Matthew x,40, 42. ‘He that receiveth you,
receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me,receiveth him that
sent me. He that receiveth a prophet, in the name of a
prophet, shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that
receiveth a righteous man, in the name of a righteous
man, shall receive a righteous man’s reward. And who-
soever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a
cup of cold water orly in the name of a disciple, verily I

say unto you, he shall in no.wise lose his reward.” T hese
" words were spoken to his disciples, when the Saviour first
sent them out to preach the gospel. So in the parable of
the sheep and goats. ,Then shall the King say unte
them on his right hand, come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world: for I wasan hungered and ye gave me
meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink : I was a gtran--
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ger, mnd ye-toek me in :raKed and ye clothed me: I was-
sick and ye visited me: | wasin-prison,and ye come unto
me.’ And whien the righteous were- represented as ask-
ing when they had done these things, they were told,
‘In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of °
these my brethren, ye have doneit unto me.” The wick-
ed were charged with not doing these things, and were
told,that in as much as they had no¢-done these things un--
to the brethren, they had not déne it unto their Lord.
These words, certainly could not be applied to any but
the people of that generation, who either did, . or did not
minister unto ‘the necessities of Christ, or his brethren.
For no people of any age before orsince, ever had an
opportunity of doing these things. ‘And these shall go-
away into everlasting punishment : but the righteousin-
to life eternal.” This is-considered one of the strongest
passages, perhaps the very strongest in the Bible, in proof -
of the doctrine of endless misery. It is contended that
the punishment of the wicked can no more have an end,
than the happiness of the righteous can have an end. If’
it could be proved that the punishment which the wicked "
were to go away into, was after the resurrection of the
unjust, there would.be much force in-this- argument,.
But this has never been, nor never can be done. For-
believers were 1o enter into life eternal at the coming of
Christ in the glory of his-Father, and the resurrection of -
the unjust was not to take place until afterward. Besides,
it is not said 1n this passage, or any where else in the-
Bible, that there is to be any punishment in the immor--
tal state. But the Jews, as a nation were to be punished.
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the-
Eord, and from the glory of his power.’” The covenant.
which God made with their fathers, when he led themn
out of Egypt, was broken;—they were no longer God’s-
holy people. Their power was scattered, \heir Tenowned™
city, the 'pe'rrfection of beauty, the joy of the whole eaxlny
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was razed to the ground, their beautiful temple destroyed,
and not left one stone upon another, which was not
thrown down, as was foretold unto them by the Saviour,
Those of the Jews, which escaped the sw ord, famine
or pestilence, were carried away captive, and dispersed
among all the nations of the earth, never to be restored
to their former estate, and so were visited with everlast-
ing punishment. If this everlasting punishment was to
be after tiie resurrection of the whole house of Israel, how
could the following passages of Scripture, which speak
of their deliverance, be fulfilled ? Jeremiah xxx, 7. ‘Alas
for that day is great, so that none is like it; it is the time
of Jacob's trouble; but heshall be saved cut of it’ ‘The
prophet here must have alluded to the time of the over-
throw of Jerusalem by the Romans, for he says, ‘The day
is great, so that noneis like it Speaking of the same
time, Christ said, ‘For theu shall be great tribulation such
as was noisince the beginning of the world to this time,no,
nor ever shall be”  The prophet Zephaniah, after speak-
ing of this time of trouble says, ‘For then will I turn to
the pecole a pure language, that they may all call upon
the nane of the Lord, to serve him with one consent.—
The lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he will
save, iie will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in
hisleve; he will joy over thee with singing.’ If the un-
believing Jews, were to suffer endless misery in hell, as
our orthodox people say, it is strange that there should
be so much said in the Bible concerning their sufferings
in this ‘lime of Jacob’s trouble,’ and not a word about
their sufferings after death. When Christ was led to
crucifixion, there followed a great company of peopls,
and of women, which bewailed and lamented him. Thus
they commiserated his sufferings. ‘But Jesus turning to
them said, daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but
weep for yourselves, and for your children’ He then
pointed them to the time when their own sufferings, and.
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that of their children should be mueh’ ‘more iitolerable
than was his. Luke xix, 41--44. ‘And when he was
come near, he belield the city [Jerusalem] and wept ovér
t, saying, if thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things -which belong unto thy peace! but
fiow they are hid from thine eyes. - For the Jays shall
come uponrthee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench
about thee and compass the around, and keep the in ob
every side,.and shall {ay thee-éven whh the ground, and
thy children witl:in thee ; and they shall not leave in thes
one stone ‘upon auother ; because thou knewest not the
time of thy visitation.” In such passages as these, we see
that the Lord Jesus felt keenly for the miseries which
were to fall upon Jerusalem; but he said tothing aboat
their torment in hell,after their temporal sufferings should
be over. I'his circumstance alone, is ‘enough to put to
flight the whole theory, which the wisedom of this world
has invented, concerning everlasting punishment in the
world to come. Again,—I have a question for such as
believe that the unbelieving Jews were to zo away inte
everlasting punishment after their resurrection from the
dead. How could the promise of God to Abraham, be
fulfilled if this be true? The promise to Abraham: was,
“In thy seed {Christ] shall aH the nations of the earth be
blessed’ ‘I'his blessing, certainly, was the resurrection.
8o the inspired writers understood it; and this was the .
ground of all their hape. The only ground which I ever
knew a limitarian to take to get over this, was, that all
receive temporal blessings from Christ. If this is what
it means, then temporal blessings are-all that is to be un.
derstood by the promise ;—for it does not say that some
shall be blessed with spiritual blessings, and others, only
with temporal blessings. The apostie Paul,in his epistle to
the Gallations, calls the promise of God to Abraham the
Gosrer. ‘And the scriptures foreeeeing \hat God wa\
jostify the heathen through faithy, preached befote oA
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gospel vato Abraham, saying, in thee shall all nations be-
blessed.’ If nothing but temporal. blessings is to be un--
derstood by this promise, then the apostles, when they
were commanded to go into all the world and preach the:
gospel, had nothing to do but to gointo all the world, and
inform the people that they had enjoyed, and should con-.
tinve to enjoy, temporal blessings. But it was not for
preaching such doctrine as this,that they suffered eo much.
from the Orthodox of their day; but for ‘preaching thro’
Jesus, the resurrection of the dead.”

I have now dobe with the discourse of our Saviour to-
his disciples on the Mount of Olives, a short time before-
his crucifixion. It-is true that I. differ widely from theo:
logians of our day, of any denomination. But this does.
not prove for certainty that my views are erroneous. I
understand the scriptures, on the subject of the second
coming of Christ, and the resurrection,-to miean as they
read. In this way, ] find the whole Bible to be perfeot-
ly consistent. There is no other way that: this subject
can be consistently understood. Take jt which way we
will, either as the Orthodox. er Universalists understand
it, and there aredifficulties which we cannot get over.—
There is one, and only one, difficulty which has ever been
presented to my. view, and that is, it is thought to be im-
possible. But let us remember, that thus saith the Lord.
‘Behotd, I am the Lord the God of all flesh: is there
any thing too hard for me?° We should not.doubt the
word of God, because it appears to us impoasible. I1.ad-
mit that we should exercise our reasen in understanding
the scriptures. But we should not:lift our reason above
the word of God. - We should not presume to be. ‘wise
above what:is writtan.” Yét after all, ‘Why should it be
thought a thing incredible that God should raise the
dead ” And why is it a thing incredible that the whole
Hebrew family should have been gathered into the land
of their fathers, at.the end of the world? There is no
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passage of ecripture which sayw that #l the dead, in 2R
ages, and in all countries, shall be gathered together &t
one time. There are, doubtless, many praphecies writ
ten in the beok of Révelation, from the 8th to the end of
the 20th chapter, which, if they were -understood, would
be as intensely interesting to us at the present day, as the
coming of Christ was to the Jews two thousand years
ago. But they will never be understood, until the other
scriptures are better understood than-at present. We must
lay aside human opinions and creeds, and learn to onder-
stand the Bible as it veads. Itis thought, perhaps, by
many, that the book of Revelation cannot be understood.
And so it is considered a mark of presumption or folly to
try to understand it. But I believe the time is coming
when it will be understood; otherwise it never would
have been written. 8o long as it is believed that all whick
is written in the new Testament concerning the coming
of Christ, and the resurrection, is yet future, but -little
exertion will be likely to be made to try to understand
the apocalypse. There is another thing, 100, which would
have a-tendency to keep theologians in the dark, in re-
gard to these things, which is, the trutk would not be at
all pleasing to them.I shall venture!to consider some pas-
sages in the apocalypse, that speak of the second coming
of Christ, and compare it with ather Scriptures. Chap-
ter lst, verse 1—4. ‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave amo him, to show unto his servants,
things which must shortly come to pass ; and he sent and
siguitied it by his angel unto his servant John : who bare
record of the word -of God, and the testinony of Jesus
Christ, and of all things that he saw. ‘Blessed is he that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep these things which are written therein: for the
time is at hand.’ At the time when this was written, the
things which John saw in his vision, and which he waa
scommanded.io mrite.to the seven churches o\ Ava, ww
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shortly.to come to. pass, the time was at.hand. Verse 7
‘Behold he cometh with clonds; and every eye shall ses
bimn, and they slsa which pierced him :. and. all kindreds
of the earth shall wail becuuse of him.* The words ‘every
eye,’ in this passage, [ think, should.not be taken in the
extreme sense of the word;---because his coming in the
clouds, could not be.seeg from all parts of the earth at
one time, any more than his.ascension could be seen by
all at one time. But it should be understood with some
latitude, as in Mark i,-6. ‘Aad there went out unto him
all the land of Judea, and they of Jexusalem, and were all
baptized of him in the river Jordan,confessing their sing’
We do net understand by this, that evegy -individual in
the whole country, Scribes, Pharisees, and all, were bap-
tized, eonfessjing their sins, but only, that great multi-
tudes.camme to bebuptized. And when we read that “all
kindreds of the earth, shall wail because of him,’ those
must be excepted who loved his appearing and patiently
waited for it ;—knowing that then their tribulation should
be ended ; and that they should ‘enter into the juy of
their Lord.” - ‘Bhe opin:on ofimost people is, that all the
dead shall be raised at the iist trump, and that thea every
eye shall behold the Saviour coming in the clouds. But
this cannot be. correct, foi none but the elect, the dead
in Christ, were to,_be raised at his coming in the clouds.

By turniug to Zechariah 1ii, 1), we shall see that it was
in.Jeresalem that they were to see him whom they had
pierced. And in Jerusalem, 100, was to be mourning and
bitterness, ‘And [-will pour out upon the house of Da-
vid, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the. spirit of
grace and of supplication ; and they shall -look upon me
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him
as one mourneth for his only sou, and shall be.in bitter-

" % And all the kindreds of theearth.” Dr. Adam Clatk
says, ‘By this the Jewish peoprq were, most eudentll iny,
tended.*
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wess for him, asone that is in bitterness for his first borm
Yo that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusas
lem,’ &c. It was in Jerusalem that Christ wasseen coms
ing in the clouds; where the unbelieving Jews; out of all
countries were gathered togethier. But suppose for a
moment, the views-of the Orthodux of our day to be coré
rect, how woald: it sound, *T will pour upon the house of
Darid, and upon the inhabitants of Frrusulem, tlre.’spirig
of grace and supplication¥ We never hear our Orthos
dox people say a word: about tho:e on the left hand, be-
ing visited with the spirit of grace and-supplication ! See
also Daniel vii, 18—14.- ‘I saw in the night visions, and;
behold, one like wnto the Sow of man-came -with the
CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, and:came to tlie Ancient of days and
they brought him near before hhu. And there was givs
en him dominion, and glory, and-a kingdom, that all peo
ple, nations, and languages, should- serve him: his dbs
miniou is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away,and his kingdom that which shall not be destroy-
ed’ 1f all people, nutions, amd tanguages, shall serve
Chirist, where will his adversary, or his subjects be found ?
What is written to the: seven churches of Asia, agrees
with what is written in the epistles ;—they are exhorted
to be faithful until his coming, witli the assurance that if
they should endure muto the end; they would have their
reward. In the 5th chapter, the praphet speaks of'a book,
sealed with seven seals, ‘Phis sealed book, I understand
by what follows, and particularly the 13th verse, to rep-
resent the state of the dead, which none but-€Christ whe
had the ‘keys of hell and death,’ could raise up. The 13th
verse reads thus, ‘And every creature which-is in- hea-
ren, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard [ saying,
Blessiugs, hovor, glory, and power, be unto- him that sit-
teth upon the thirone, and unto the lamb fucevet aud ecee?
. the Gth chapter, the propher dezerives whal Showe
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on opening the seven seals, up to the time.when the dead
should be judged, and the righteous rewarded. This al
agrees with the other scriptures, coneerning the calami-
ties that was 1o come upou the Jews, until.the final over-
throw of the nation. We will ‘notice particularly what
followed on opening the sixth seal. ‘And.l beheld when
he had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of
hair, and the 4noon became as blood; and the stars of
heaven fell unto-the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her
uatimely figs, wheun she is shakeu-of a mighty wind : and
the heaveus departed as a scroll when it is rolled togeth-
er; and every mouatain and island were moved out of
their place : And.the kings of the earth, and the great
men, and the rich wen, and the chief captaina, and the
mighty men, and every boudman, and every freeman, hid
themselves in the dens and.in the rocks of the meuntains;
and said to the mountains and .rocks, fall on us, and hide
us from the face of him that-sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb: fer.the great day of his
wrath is come; aad who shall be able to stand I’ By com-
paring' what is here said, on epening the sixth seal, with -
what Christ said, coucerning what should take place at
his second coming, weshall be satisfied that it means the
same thing. T'here was a great earthquake.’ Christ said,
Matthew xxiv, 7, “I'here shall be famines and pestilenc-
ies, and eurthquakes, i divers places.” ‘And the sun
became blick as sackcloth of hair, and the mooa became
as blond ; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth,even
as a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shak-
en of a mighty wind’ Christ said, ‘Immediately after
the tribulation of those .days, shall the-sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give_ ber light, and the stars-shall
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heaven shali be
shakeu’ ‘And the heavens departed as & -scroll when it
is rolled together’ Christ said, *Heaven and eerth shall
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pass away.! ‘And said-te the mountains and Tocks, falt
on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on
the throne.’ Christ said, Luke xxiii,-30. *Then shall
they begin to say. to the mountains, fall on us; and to the
hills, cover us.” And both,-what Christ spoke, and what
is here written in Revelation, was to be fulfilled at the
end of the Jewish world, when the great day of wrath
was come, according to the words of Christ; “That apon
you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zach-
arias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple
and the altar. Verily I say unto you, all these things
shall come uponthis generation.’ In the vii chapter, af-
ter the opening of the sixth seal, and before the opening
of the seventh, the prophet goes on ta speak of the four
angels, standiog on the four corners of the earth:: having
power to hurt the earth and the sea. By which is meant
that power was gizen anto them, to bring the threatened
calamities upon the-Jews. And they were commanded
not to do these -things until the servants of God were
sealed in th.ir foreheads; according to the prophe-
cy of Ezekiel. See Ezekiel, chapter 9. There were
sealed an hundred and forty and four theusand;
—twelve thousand for each of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israél. These, the hundred and forty-
four thousand, (possibly this might have been the exact
number,) were they which came out of great tribulation,
having washed their robes in the blood-of the Lamb.—
Verse 15—17. ‘Therefore they are before the throneof
-God, and serve him day and night in histemple : and he
that sitteth on the throue shall dwell among them. They
ahall hunger ‘no more, neither thirst any more: neither
shall-the sun light ou them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne, shall feed them, aad
sahall lead them.unto living fountaine o\ waters:, ad
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@od shall wipe away alt tears from thine eyes.” The~
viii chapter, begins with the opening of the seventh
seal’ And when he had opened the seventh sesl, thers
was silence in heaven about the space of half an
bour. And I saw the seven angels which stood béfore God ;.
and to them were given seven trumpets.” We will pass
ever the soundiug of the first six trumpets, until we come
to chapter xi, verse 15. ‘And the seventh angel sounded:
and there were great voices in heaven, saying, the king-
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on
their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped: God,
saying we g've thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which
art, and wast, and-art to come; because thou hast taken
to thee thy great power and hast reigned. And the na-
tions were angvy, and thy wrath is come, and the time oft
the dead, that tliey should be judged and that thou should-
est give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the
saints, and them that fear thy name,small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.’ This
time, when the dead were to be judged, and the servants
of God rewarded ; it appears to me was the same as in
Matthew xvi, 27. ‘For the Son of man shall comeé in the
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall re-
ward every man accerding to his works.” And the words
which follow, show that ‘the time was. before some of his .
disciples should taste of death. *Verily I say unto you,
there besome standing here which shall not-taste of death,
till they see the Son of manr coming in-his kingdom.’
In the tenth chapter, the prophet speaks of an angel that
stood one foot upon the sea, and the other on the earth, and
lifted up his hand toward heaven,and sware by kit that liv-
eth forever aud ever, that there should be time no longer.”
Which I understand to. mean that the time of the end;,
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should-be no longer delayed. But this angel 1s not ens,
of the seven, unto whom was given the seven trumnpets.—
If I rightly judge, thete is nothing more, afier the 11th.
chapter, which refers to the secoud. coming, until we
come to the 2st. In chapter xvi, verse 15, we read,
‘Behold I come as a thief.’ Although the language here
seems to be barcowed from what Christ said about his
eoming-as a thief, yet if we examine 11e counection, it
cannot be understood to refer tathat event. Afier Jobn's
prophecy, which was to be before many peoples, and na-
tions, and tongues and kings;—he begins again, chapter
axi, concerning that which should be fulfilled. at the sec-
ond coming of Christ. Verse 1. *‘And [ saw anew heav-
on and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away, and there was no more sea’
This was to be fulfilled at the coming of Christ in the
clouds of heaven, for he said, ‘Heaven and eirth shall.
pass away,’ Agreeably with this, Peter, speaking of the
time when heaven and earth should pass away, said, Neve
qrtheless we according to his promise, look for new heave
ens aud a new earth, wherin dwelleth righteanness.’
This new heaven and uew earth which the rizhteous
were looking for at the coming of thewr Lord, wust ba
what John saw in his vision.  See alsn, Galitiogs iv, 20,
‘But Jerusalgin whigh is above is (ree which is the
mother ofus all.” The 2d verse. speaks of tlus new Jerue
stglem. ‘And [ Jobn saw 1he holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepired us a
bride adorned for her hushand.’ Verwe 3d Aund [
heard a great voire out of heaven, saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and ho will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and G-d hmself shall
be with them, and be their God’  Compare this with
Ezekiel xxxvii, 27. ‘My tabernacle wlso shait be with
them, yea, L will be their Gud, aud they siv il e v weow
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ple’ Rememberthis was to be after the' whéle'house of
Isracl sheuld be brought up out of their graves, into their
own land, or new Jerusalem, where all should know the
Lord, from the least to the greatest.- The same glorious
truth also is taught ia' Ezeki#l xi, 19, 20. ‘And 1 wilt
give them:one heart, and I will put a new spirit within
you: and I'will take the stony heabt out of their flesh,
and will giw"ethem an heart of flesh; that they nfay walk
in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them :
and they shall be my people, and 1 will be:their God.’
In such passages as these, where the new cavenant is spo-
ken of, or understood, there are 0 conditions:~-but the
language invaiiably is ‘they skall be my people, and 1 will
be their God’ "Verse 4ith. ‘And'God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and there shall no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain:-for the furmer things are passed away.’ This a-
grees with Isaiah xxv, 8. ‘He will swallow up death in
victory.; and the:Lord God will wipe away tears:from off
all faces.” And this passage in Isaiah is quoted by
Paul, in-connection with the doctrine of the resurrection.
‘So when this corruptible shall have put on incorrupt-
ible and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death
is swallowed up in-victory.’ Then was the devil, sin and
death to be destroyed. It is a contradiction in termsto
talk of a sinfl immortality  We sometimes hear _preach-
ers speak of the ‘finally impenitent,” being immortalized
in sin.  But it is egually as absurd as it would be to say,
they will be purified in corruption. Verse 7. -‘l.e that
overcometh shall inherit all things; and [ will be hisGod,
and he shall be my son.”  This is to be understood as-hav-
ing the same meaning as the words of Christ. ‘He that
shall endure unto the end the sawme shall be saved.” They
were 1o be recompensed -at the resutzection of \ne jawy

N
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—they would be accounted worthy to-stand before the-
Son of man. While the fearful and unbelieving,. mor..
derers, liars &c, were to be rejected, and have their part
in the lake of fire and brimstone. Afier this, the prophet
goes on to give a disoriptien of the holy. city, new Jeru-
salem, which hesaw in hia rision. What is written ia
the last chapter proves-beyond a doubt,. that the second
eoming of Christ, was- then near at hand. ‘And he said
unto me, these sayings are faithful and true; and the Lord
God ofthe holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his
servants: the things whioh must skortly ds- done. Behold
1 come quickly. '‘And he saith unto me, seal not the say-
ings of the prephecy of this book : for the time is at hand.’
“Behold I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to
give every man according as his work shallbe’ ‘Hethat
testifieth these things saith,surely I come quickly; Amen.’
After reading all-this,can any one suppese that the-things -
of which the prophet spoke, have not yet been fulfilled ?
Ifso long a space of time as eighteen huudred years, was
to .pass away before the coming of the Lord, would it be
said, behold, I come quickly, the time is at hand? The
apostle Paul, in his second epistle to Timothy, said, ‘For
I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my depar-
ture is at hand’ What would be thought of any oune,
‘who, on reading this, should say, that Paul’s meaning
was, that the time of his departure would be at some vast-
ly.future time, between.eighteen hundred, and ten thous-
and years? And yet I do not see as this would be much
more absurd, than.it is to- contend that the second com-
ing of Christ, is not yet past. It appears to me that in
the second chapter of Revelation, Verse 10, we may learn
satisfactorily about how long the apocalypse was writtean,
before the coming of Christ. ‘Fear none of those things
which thou shalt suffer: behold the devil shall cast same
of you into prison, that ye may be tied: and ye wov
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have tribolation ten days: be thou faithful:unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life.” These ten days {
think should be undersiond to mean ten years;—accord-
ing to Ezekiel, chapter 4th. They were to have tribula-
tion ten years, then was Chris to come and receive them
onto him:elf, and their tribulation was to be ended.—
*Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and la~
ment, but the world shall rejoice and:ye shall be sorrow-
fal, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. And ye
now therefore have sorrow: but I will.see you again,
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh
from you.'  There can be no doobt but that the book of
Revelation was written before John's gospel was wriiten.
But that John wrote his goepel after the destruction of
Jerusaiem, as some think was the case, I cannot believe.
I was some surprised of late, at seeing an article from the
pen of a very able writer, who was requested to give an
explanation upon Matthew xxv, 41, where it reads as fol_
Jows: “Then shall they say unto them on the left hand,
depart from me, ye carsed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels’ From the writer's reply,
giving an explanation of this passage, I make the follow-
ing extract.

* Whatever, therefore, the particular text our friend
has called our attention to, may or may not mean, ons
thing is certain, and that is, that the event mentioned in
it was to take place when the Son of man should come
and that he was to come within the lifetime of some who
then heard him speak, viz :—‘immediately after’ the signs
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, which took
place in a few yeats afierwards, even before John wrote
Ais Gospel, and which circumstance wil! account for the
fact that he has said nothing about any of those predie-
tions, for the reason that they had already been fulfilled,

and waspast events.”

i



175

Tn this parapraph, the writer.asserts that the coming of
“the Son of man, took place before John wrote his gospel.
If this can be proved, I admit that my views on the sec-
«ond coming sre erroneous altogether. But before we
takeall this for granted, ought we not 10 have some evi-
dence, more thsn this writer has given. Is it true that
John said uothing about the second coming of the Son of
man? It cannot be necessary to go over the whole of
Johu's gospel 1o show that he spoke of the coming of his
Lord. This @ne passage is suflicient. John xiv, 3. ‘Andif
1go and prepire a place for you, I will come again and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there may ye
be also.' This certainly must mean his second coming,
for as Mr. Whirtemore very justly observes, ‘In all his
ministry, he [Christ] never rpoke of any other coming
but that which took place at the destruction of Jerusa-
lem.’ Could it be that the Son of man received the oth-
er disciples uuto himzelf, snd left John to write his gos-
pel afierward. 1 contend that John did not die al all. —
Bat at the inoment when the other disciples were raised
up at the lnst day, Joha was changed to immortality, and
8o all were received by Christ unto himself together.—
When Christ signified to Peter, by what death he should
glorify God, Peter, turning about and seeing John, said,
‘Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus said unto him,
if I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 1o thee?
follow thou me. Then went this saying abroad among
the brethiren, that that disciple should not die.’” Now if
the Lord at his second coming, was to receive his disci-
ples unto himself, it was natural for the brethren to sup-
pose that if John should tarry until that time, he would
not die. For they could not be ignorant of tne fact which
Paul spoke of afterwards,that the living should be ‘chang-
<d, in a moment, in the twinkling of an cye.’ Jesus had
before, said unto his disciples, Mathew 1\, MR, “Nexdy
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I say unto you, there-be some standing here which shall
not taste of death, till they see the Son-of man comingin
his kingdom.’ Some of them too, had heard him say,
speaking of the resurrection at the laat day, ‘Whosoever
liveth and-.betieveth in me shall never die.’ I think there
ean be little doubt but that- Peter mistrusted that Jobn-
was the one that was to live until the coming of the Lord
in his kingdom, and wishing.to be satisfied, he veatured
to put this question to his Lord.

When the Saviour was speaking to - his disciples con-
eerning the tribulations which should come upon the-
Jews, be said unto them, ‘Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all.
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man. I suppose it may be taken for granted
that the-disciples were all dead before the second com--
ing of their Lord, excepting John. Certain ‘it is that.
Peter was dead, for Christ signified to him by what death
he should glorify God, and intimated that John should
tarry until. he should come. Christ also said unto his
disciples; Matthew xix, 28,. ‘Verily I say uato you,
that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration,
when the Son-of man shall sit in the throne of his glory,
ye alse shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Isrnel.” Now the time that he was to sit in the
throne of his glory, was before the generation theu living
should pass away; as the writer of the article which |
am now considering will admit. See Matthew xxv. 31.
‘When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and-all
the holy angels with him, Then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory. According to this writer’'s own
showing, this ‘nust have taken place a few years after.
wards.” Here a very important question is to be consid-
ered. Did they sit upon twelve thrones, judging the

twelve tribes of Israel, before they were tuised from tha
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dead? No one,it seems: to me, can pretend that they
did. And will ifdo to say,that all but John were raised
from the dead, and that all. sat on thrones, while John re--
maioed ia this- mortal state? It is true that John does
not dwell so much upon the events connected with the
destruction of. Jerusalem—the signs—the coming of -
Christ in the-clouds, &c., as does Matthew, Mark and
Luke. But I think this dees not prove that these were
then pastevents. He had undoubtedly scen the other
three Gospels, and it was unnecessary that e shevld re-
peat all which the other theee had written. ‘In the mouth
of two or three witnesses, every word shall be establish- -
ed.” But he relates many things; and sone of them
very important ones, which the other three had omitted.
.Suappose, for a moment, that John's- gospel was written
after the-destruction of Jerusalem ; how shall we account
for what is written in chapter v, 22 ‘Now there is ay-.
Jerusalem by the sheep market, a pool, which is called
in the llebrew tongue, Betliesda, having five porches.’—
-Had the city of Jerusalem, and the temple been destroy- -
ed, before this was written, would he not, instead -of say. .
ing there is, have said, there was at Jerusalem 7 1f we
were to speak now of Jeruselem, we should not say ‘there .
is a temple’ there. IfI have dwelt. longer upon this par-
ticular subject than is necessary, it'is because I deem it
of the utmost importance that it should be clearly under-
stood.:

Ini -regard to what is written in theRevelations, which
was to.be fulfilied after the end of the Jewish world, & ¢
shall offer a few thoughts, claiming no more deference
than what is due to any. other man, fallible like myself.
The prophecies contained in this-book, do not geem to
be written inthe order in which they were to be fulfilled,
but in:the order in which the writer saw them in his vis- -
ion. Prophecies whioh were 8001 10 be fultilled  wad
others, the' fulfillment of. which was .very fat off, weew.»

12



178

to be interspersed, from the beginning of the 8th, to the
end of the 11th chapter. What is written in chapter ix,
17—19, it is generally supposed has allusion to the use
of fire-arms, which was not invented till many centuries
after this prophesy was written. ‘And thus I saw the
horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: amd
the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions : out of
their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. By
these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire,
-and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued
out of their mouths. For their pewer is in their mouth,
[muzzle] and in their tails : [breach where the charge is
Jodged] for their tails were like uoto serpents, and had
heads, [balls or shot] and with them they do hurt.’ Again
in chapter xvi, verse 21, ‘And there fell upon mena
great hail out of heeven, every stone about the weight of
atalent’ Dr. Clark, in his remarks on this passage,
hints that this great hail, about the weight of a talent. may
have reference to ‘‘cannon .balls and bombs.” For my
part, I think this was a happy thought in the Dr. and |
have but little doubt that he bit the true sense, There
is a passage in Ezekiel xxxviii, 22, which is very much
like this, and like this, seems to allude to the use of fire-
arms. It reads thus, ‘And I will plead against him witk
pestilence and with blood ; and I will rain upon him,and
upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with
him, an overflowing rain, and Railstones, fire and brim-
stone’ The propheocies in the 38th, and part of the 39th
chapters of Ezekiel, seem to refer to the Geatiles, and
for aught that can be seen,are as likely to relate to things
yeot future, as to any former age of the world. The names
Gog, Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomer, Togarmah, &e.,
show that this prophesy relates to the Gentiles; for by
turning to the 10:h chapter of Genesis, we see that all
these names are found among the descendants of Japhsth,
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‘and the Hebrews descended from Shem. Rev, x, 9—11.
And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, give me
the little book. And he said unto me, take it, and eatit
up; and it shall be in thy belly bitter, but it shall be in
thy wouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book
out of the angel’s hand, and eat it up; and it was in my
mouth sweet as 'honey: and as soon as I had eaten it,my.
Belly was bitter. And he said nnto me, thou must proph-
esy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues,
and kings." This agrees very strikingly with Ezekiel xi,
1—3. ‘Moreover, he said unto me, Son of man, eat that
thou findest : eat this roll, and go speak unto the house
of Israel. So I opened mny mouth, and he caused me to
eat that roll: And he said unto me, Son of man, cause
thy belly to eat and fill thy bowels with this roll that I
give thee. Thendid I eatit; and it was in my mouth
as honey Tor sweetness.” Any one who pays strict atten-
tion to the style of all the prophets, cannot fail to notice
that John resembles Ezekiel more than any other of the
old prophets. But John was commanded to prophesy
before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
While Ezekiel, and all the old prophets, with the excep~
fion of Jonah, were commanded to prophesy to the house
of Israel. Jonah was sent to prophesy to the people of
Ninevah, merely to inform them that their city would be
destroyed, that they might repent, humble thenselves be-
fore God, and to avert the calamiity. All the other proph-
ets were sent to the house of Israel, and what they wrote
chiefly concerned the house of Israel, or at least, it was
to the house of Israel only, unto whom were ‘committed .
the oracles of God.’ When John wrote his prophesy,
the Jewish dispensation was about to be closed, the spir-
itual reign of the Messiah was about to comnence, un-
der the new and better covenant, where all should know
the Lord from the least to the greatest, where all thw
types and shadows of heavenly things wexe \a e dank
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away. And John .was theonly one:of the aposties who .
was commanded to write any prophesy to any people. I.
am aware that this will be denied, for it is believed that.
Paul wrote new. prophecies in his epistles, concerning .
the resurrection, and the change of the living, then to.
take place. Paul, speaking of the resurrection in the -
4th chapter.of Ist Thess., speaks .of the living being .
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Upon this, Dr.
Adam Clark. says, ‘He [Paul] makes a new.discovery,
that the last generation should not die at ali, but be.
changed in a moment.to immortals.” Aad when she apos
tle says; ‘For this we say unto you by the word;

of the Lord, the D understands. him to mean,.
" “This I have by ezpress revelation, from the Lord.’ Bat.
never, since the world'was made, was a man more mis
taken than .the Driisin all this; for when the apostle -
says, ‘For this we say unto you by the word.of the Lord,
he alludes to the words of Christ to. his disciples on. the~
Mount of Olives, as I think I.have abundantly shown in-
the course of this work.

This new prophesy. before many .peoples,: and nations,
and tongues, and kings, is tous at the present day, o :
much as to any other:people, and it.is all important that-
we understand it, if by any means we can get any light-
upon it.

If we would search for the truth upon this importast
subject, we must aot be too sensitive about.applying sueh -
things to ourselves, as belong to us, and such as we de- -
serve. We are naturally too much like the ancient Jews,

- who, when guilty ofthe greatest wickedness, teaching for
hire, and divining for money, yet would .they lean gpon
the Lord, and say, ‘is not. the Lord among us? mnene -
evil can come upon us’ Revelation. xiii, 1—10.—
“And I stood upon.the sand ofthe sea, and saw a beast
rise up out of the sea, having seven heads.and ten horns,
apd upon his horns ten crowns, and upon. his heads the-
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“mame of blasphewmy. And the beast whick I ssw wis
like unto a leopard, and his feet were asthe feet of a bear,
and his mouth as the mottl-of a lion ; and the dragom
-gave him his power, and his seat, and great -authority.—
And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death;
and his deadly wound was-healed : and all the world won-
dered after the beast. * And they worshipped the dragon,
"which gave power unto the beast: and they- worshipped
the beast, saying, Who is like unto the ‘beast? who is
able to make war with him? And there was given unto
him a mouth speaking great things and bi#sphemies ; and
power was given unto him to continve forty and two
months. And he opened ‘his mouth in blasphemy against

"Gad, to blaspneme his name, and his tabernacle;and them
that dwell in heaven. And it was 'given -unto him to
make war with the saints, andto ®vercome*them : and
power was given him over all kindreds, and tungues, and
‘nations. Aud all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
‘him, whose names are not written in the beok oflife of
the Lamb slain from the foundationof the world. Ifany

~man have anear, let him hear. Hethit leadeth into cap-
‘tivity shall go into captivity; he that killeth with the

sword must be killed with thesword. Here is the pa-
tience and the faith of the saints,”

The protestants of our day, believe this beast to be the
Roman Catholic system of religion, and the Catholics,
by way of retort, charge it upon-the protestants. As far
as I am acquainted with the two systems, I see but little
to choose between them. The spirit which reigns in
both, may well be compared te a cruel, and blood-thirsty
beast. I have no doubt, however, but it w.s the Papal
Church which'was intended by a beast coming up out of
the sea, having seven heads and ten horns. It seems to
agree better with what we read in the 17th chapter where
I think it is very certain the Romish chureh ia iwended,

~.dt.a}s0 came up before the other beast with \wo harun oy
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which last heast, I believe the protestant church wus in-.
tended. We will now notice what is said concerning ths
beast with two horns, by which I think it is yuite as cer-
tain the protestant church is intended, as that the Rom-
ish churchis intended by the first beast.

Re-. 11—17. *“And I beheld another beast coming
up out of the earth ; and he had two horus like a lamb,
and he spake as a d'rngon. Aund he exerciseth all the
power of the first heast before him, and causeth the earth,
and them which dwell therein, to worship tie first beast,
whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great
wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from hearea
on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them
that dwell on the carth by the means of those miracles
which he had power to do in the sight of the beast ; say-
ing to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make
an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword
and did live. And he had power to give life unto the im-
age of the beast, that the image of the beast should both
speak and cause that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast shonld be killed. And he caused ally
both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to re-
ceive a marl in their right hand, or in their foreheads:
And that uo man might buy or sell, save Le that had the
wmark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his
name.

‘And he had two horns like a famb, and he spake as a
dragon.’ These two horns very well represent the Cal-
vinists and arminions, the two great branches into which
the protestant chinrch is divided. They both .ppe'nrhkel
lamb, but they speak ‘as a dragou.

‘And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast be-
fore him.” Canunot this be truly said of the protestant
church? The cutholics' never did any thing worse than
to burn people alive for refusing to worship the beast,
and the protestants have doue the same.
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.*And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire
come down {rom heaven on the earth in the siglit of men,
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth, by the means
of those miracles which be bad power te do in the sight
of the beast.’

It appears to me that something very moch like this,
has beeu going on in this country, since the protracted
meeling system has been put in motien. Ifthe stories of
the managers are to be bhelieved, they are doing ‘great
wonders,’ -all through the country, ‘by the means of those
miracles whicii they have power 10 do in the sight of the
beast.” Itis not to be supposed that the meaning of this
passage: is, that they should really perform miracles, as
the apostes did, but ouly that they would make it ap-
pear so. They were 1o deceive them that dwell on the
earth. Do we not hear people constantly boist of what
the Lord is doing by them, conveying the idea that the
Iloly Spirit is doing wonders by them, as by the aposties
anciently? By this they deceive the peo, le, for if alf
this were true, it would be no less a miracl * 1au 1o heal
the sick, or raise the dead. Nothiag wiiich s ever been
practised by the catholics, has been more s =reiy repre-
hended by the protestauts, than exacting mouey of the
people for praying their iends oat of purgatory. And
yet they practise what a.ounts to the same thing them-
selves! ‘I'hey makeic a puing, opeunly to call on all who
can be made to yield to their machinations, to present
themnselves before thew for pravers; when they will con-
meunce prayivg in a loud, boisterous manaer, that the
Lord would keep them out of Lell, which is about the
same as (o pray that they might be delivered from bell or
purgatory. Aud if the sum of moucy is not particularly
named, it is easy to sce through it zll, for this is their.
trade, and by it they have their wealth. In such scenes .
the stil] small voice of truth and reason, W Yos\, ot woe
beeded, amidst the roar of the fire, the canthiyuake ,and
e whirlwind,
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‘And he causeth all, both small and great, rich anll
.poor, free and bond, 4o-receive a mark in their right hand
ok in their foreheads, and that ne man might buy er sell,
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or
-the number of his name.’

‘We see something of this in the treatment which we
receive at the hands of ehristian professors, particularly
-if any one ventures to leave their societies after having

_joined them,

I do uot deny that many, perhaps most people who are
duped by religious managers, are well meaning people.
SThe propbesy does not say that they will knowingly
‘blaspheme God, but that they would be deceived. The
religion of this world every where, in all ages, and in all
-countries, is the same, it is:the spirit of a ravenous beast,
cuuning, deceitful, and revengeful. “T'he same spirit whick
moved people to take each others livesin past ages,moves
them to preach the cruel doctrine of endless torment at
the presemt day. Aud wuntil this doctrine is banished
from the world, the coadition of the people will not-be
much the better for all the preaching there isin it.

The following extract from the address of Mr. Pitt,
Earl of Chatham, to the people of England, is full of
sober truth, and is peculiarly appropriate 1o our present
subject.

“Whoever takes a view of the world, will find that
what the greatest part of mankind have agreed to call re-
ligion has been only some eutward .exercise, esteemed
sufficient to work a reconciliation -with -God. It has
moved them to build temples, slay victims, to'fast and
feast, to petition and thank, to laugh and cry, to sing
and sigh by turns; but it has not yet been found suficient
to induce thewn to break off an error, to make restitution
of ill gotten wealth, or to bring the passions .anl
appetites to a reasonable subjection. ’
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“Differ as much as they may in opinion concerning whit
“-they ought to believe; or afier what manner they are to
- serve God as they call it, yet they all agree in gratifying
their appetites. The same passion reigns eternally in all
ages, Jew and Mehometan, the Christian and Pagan, the
Tartar and’Indian, ell kinds of men who differ in almost
every thing else, univer sally agree with regard totheir pas-
sions; if there be any difference. among them it is this,
that the mere superstitious, they are always the more vi-
cious, and the more they believe the less they practice.

"'This is a melancholy consideration to a good mind;
it is atruth, and certainly above all things, worth our.
while to enquire into. We will therefore,probe the wound,
and search to the bottom ; we will lay the axe to the root
of the tree ; and show you the true reason why men go on
sinning and repenting and sinning again through the whole
course of their lives; and the reason is,because they have
been taught,most wickedly taught,that religion and virtue
are two things absolutely distinct; that the deficiency of
the one might be supplied by the sufficiency of the other;
and that what you want in virtue, you must make up in
‘religion. But this religion, so dishonorable to God, and so
pernicious to men, is worse than Atheism, for Atheism,
though it takes away one great motive to support virtue
in distress, yet.it furnishes no man with arguments to be
vicious; but superstition or what the world means by
religion, is the greatest possible encouragement to vice
by setting up something as religion which shall atone or
commute for the want of virtue.” .

It is too true, that ‘the same passion reigns in all coun-
tries and in all ages, Jew and Mahometan, the Clristian
and pagan, the Tartar and the Indian.’ All which goes
by the name of religion now, is the same in all counties,

- and has been, .ever since the name Chris\ien ha aees
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fishionable. The spirit of Christianity is nearly lost je—t
but very little is left but the name.

Bat this state of thmgs, is not always, and I thmk aot
a great while longer, to continse. Rev xiv,6, 7. ‘And I
saw dnother angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the.
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, saying with a loud voice, fear God, and give glo-
ry to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and
worship Lim that made heaven, and earth, and the seay
and the fountains of waters.’” This prophesy has not, as.
I believe, been yet fulfilled. It could not be the gospel:
which was preached by the apostles, which is bere meant,
for there would be no propriety 1n prophesying concern- -
ing an event which was then past.. And I am certain as
Iam of any thing, that the gospel of ‘God our Saviour,>
has never baen preached in its purity since it was preached:
by the apostles.

The promise of God to Abraham, thatin Christ should:
all nations be blessed, is called the gospel. And all lim-
itarians not only do not preach this gospel, but charge the-
only people who do preach it,with preaching the doctrine
of the serpent. Undoubtedly the sentiments preached by
Universalists, approximate much néarer the gospel, than
the doctrine of other sects. - But I have no doubt but
when this prophesy is fulfilled,the gospel wilt be preached
with divine power,unmixed with error.

When the gospel was preached by Jesus and the apos-
tles, great and important events followed in rapid'succes-
sion. So we may judge by what follows the passage un-
der consideration, will be the case when it is preached-on
the earth again. Babylon that great city, which has so
{ong ruled over the nations of the earth, shall fall like &
will stone in the =ea, to be found no more.

Then will be seen who it is that trusts in a *‘refuge of;
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ties.” 'The mark in the forehead, or in the right hand,
will avail us, nothing ; all will be judgsd according to.
their works. ngh sounding professions, and long pray-
ers, while the heart is full of wickedness and deceit, will
be of as little avail, as it was to the unbelieving Jews
when the time was come that there should be weeping-
and gnashing of teeth.

Coneerning what we read in the 20th chapter of Rev.,
about the devil being bound a thousand years, I see no
reason why it should not be understood to mean that
there will be a thousand years of peace, and rest in this
world. Some understand it to mean the same as in the
11th chapter of Isaiah ; but this cannot be, for afler the
thousand years have expired, satan shall be loosed out of
his prison. Many suppose that it will commence at the
expiration of six thousand years from the creation, cor-
responding with the seven days of the week. This ap-
pears to me to be a very reasonable cu: jecture, though I
couid never find any thing in the Bil. : that proves it.—
‘And I saw thrones, and they that & .t upon them, and
judgment was given unto them : and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Ciirist athousand years. But the rest
of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished, this is the first resurrection.’ This proves, if
words prove any thiag, that some will be raised at the
commencement of this thousand years, 16 reign with
Christ, until the thousand yecars are finished; and
that the rest of the dead will not be raised till after that
time. Whether there are any on earth at the present day
which will have part in the first resurrection, we do not

-

kuow. If there are any, they are nol \he oues Whe wok-
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“ship the beast, and have received his mark in their fore-
bead, or in their hands.

Reader,—think on these things. Search the scripturas
to know God’s will concerning us ;—follow the dictates
of your conscience through life in all your relations with
your fellow man, and your reward will not be small.

‘Call no man master on earth,’ though he be your preach-
er, the pastor of the-church to which you belong; even
if to save you the trouble of reading and thinking for
"yourself, he should kindly volunteer to take your under-

‘standing and your conscience, into his own hands for
safe keeping, demanding nothing in return but your mos-
ey, and your obsequiousness in all things through the
~short journey of your life, to his will and dictation.

Tae Enbp.
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