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Daniel’s vision concerning what would befall his
people in the latter days concludes with the
appearance of Christ, a time of universal trouble
consisting in the persecution under Nero, the Roman
civil wars, and destruction of the Jewish state, followed
by the resurrection of the dead.

Christ as Michael

1 — And at that time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy
people:

Michael should be understood as Christ.! Instances in
which we encounter this name show that it describes a

! “I embrace the opinion of those who refer this to the person of
Christ.” Calvin, in loc.

manifestation of the divinity when acting in a military
context as the great captain of God’s people. (See
comments at Dan. 10:13, 21.) The name “Michael”
occurs twice in the New Testament. The first occurs in
apparent reference to the captivity and the opposition
they received from the Persian nobles and monarchy in
resettling the land (compare Jude 9 with Zech. 3:1-3);’

2 We interpret the “body of Moses” in reference to the Jewish nation
inasmuch as they were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the
sea (I Cor. 10:1, 2), just as Christians are made members of the body
of Christ by baptism (I Cor. 12:13). Chilton agrees: “By Body of
Moses” Jude probably means the Old Testament Covenant
community, the equivalent of the ‘Body of Christ”: cf. the “houses”
of Moses and Christ in Heb. 3:2-6.” David Chilton, Days of
Vengeance (Dominion Press, Tyler, TX, 1987), p. 312. The “devil”
and “Satan” we interpret as the Persian monarchy and nobles, who
were adversaries to the Jews, for this is the meaning of the term. It is
often so used in reference to men and governments (I Kng. 5:4; 11:14



the second occurs in reference to the earthly ministry of
Christ and his apostles under the imagery of Michael
and his angels at war with the devil and his angels
(Rev. 12:7).

A third reference to the Archangel (without naming
him as Michael) occurs in the context of Christ’s
second coming (I Thess. 4:16), where the “voice of the
archangel” and “trump of God” are used alternately to
describe the shout of the Lord at his descent to save his
people and raise the dead. This should be compared
with Jn. 5:28, 29, where Jesus said regarding his
resurrection of the dead, “Marvel not at this: for the
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth.” In
Thessalonians, the dead are raised by the voice of the
Archangel; in John’s gospel it is the voice of Christ;
taken together, these passages show the voices are the
same. The resurrection mentioned by Daniel here (v.
2), ties these passages together, and offers further
corroboration that Michael is Christ.

In the New Testament, Michael’s battle on behalf of
his people is portrayed under the imagery of
Armageddon and Gog and Magog (Rev. 16:16; 20:8,
9), a symbolic description of the tribulation under Nero
Caesar, when the persecuting power of the Roman
government (the “dragon” and ‘“beast”) would be
loosed for the battle of the great day of God Almighty
(Rev. 16:14). The persecution ends by the coming of
Christ, who destroys Nero and the persecutors with the
“brightness of his coming” and “the spirit of his
mouth” (IT Thess. 2:8; Rev. 20:9). That is the context
here. The vision thus advances from the establishment
of the Roman power in the land to the coming of
Christ’s kingdom in power in vengeance upon his
enemies and vindication of his gospel.

The Universal Time of Trouble

and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to that same time:

The nation’s ultimate crisis was part of a larger time of
divine wrath that would overtake the world. Paul told
the Athenians God was about to judge the world in
righteousness by Jesus Christ (Acts 17:31); he told the
Corinthians that the eschatological day would be
revealed in fire, “and the fire shall try every man’s
work of what sort it is” (I Cor. 3:13). To the Romans
Paul wrote that there would be “tribulation and
anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the
Jew first, and also of the Gentile” (Rom. 2:9). In

— Hadad the Edomite; 1 Kng. 5:4:23, 25 — Rezon, the son of Eliadah).
See comments at Dan. 10:13.

Revelation, Christ told of an “hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10). For the Jews, this
time of trouble would mark the nation’s end as God
exacted vengeance for the murder of Christ and the
apostles, and the repression of the gospel. “For these
be the days of vengeance, that all things which are
written may be fulfilled.” (Lk. 21:22; cf. Matt. 23:34-
39). For the Romans, the time of judgment took the
form of famines, pestilences, earthquakes, and civil
commotions; the “year of four emperors” wasted Rome
and Italy, and exacted an awful price in blood and
carnage.

The church, too, went through a time of testing. St.
Paul told the churches of Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch
“we must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22; emphasis added). The
Jews labored greatly to destroy the church, and were
permitted by Pilate to persecute the saints in the days
of Stephen. This persecution is depicted in Revelation
twelve, where it occurs fast upon the heels of the
ascension of the Man-child (Christ). It lasted 1260
days, or about three and a half years (Rev. 12:5-17). It
ended when Pilate was ordered by Vitellius to go to
Rome to answer charges regarding the death of some
Samaritans that occurred in a tumult.

In Pilate’s absence, Vitellius appointed Marcellus
procurator. At this same time, Vitellius removed
Caiaphas from the High Priesthood in apparent
response to a petition from the Jews, perhaps owing to
unrest the persecution caused in the land.®> St. Paul also
converted about this time, bringing an end to the first
persecution (Acts 9:31). In all likelihood, it is to the
collapse of the persecution that John refers when he
describes the beast (the persecuting power of the
empire) as having received a mortal wound and
descending to the bottomless pit (Tartarus) (Rev. 13:3;
cf- 11:7; 17:8).

Before Pilate arrived in Rome, Tiberius died. Gaius
Caligula, who succeeded Tiberius, made his friend,
Agrippa I, king over the tetrarchy of Philip and
Lysanius, and later added that of Herod, who was
banished.* Agrippa tarried at Rome above a year to
provide council and assistance to Caligula. In his
absence, Caligula sent Marullus to be procurator.” In
Caligula’s second year, Agrippa returned to Judea, but
was at Rome again in time for Caligula’s assassination

* Josephus, Antiquities, XVII, iv, 2, 3
4 Ibid, XVIIL, vi, 10; XVIIL vii, 2

3 Ibid, X V111, vi, 10



(A.D. 41). Agrippa helped secure the transition of the
government to Claudius.

In consideration of Agrippa’s efforts, Claudius
expanded his kingdom, making him king over all the
realm of Judea and Samaria, previously held by his
grandfather, Herod the Great.” It was almost certainly
at this time, in the absence of a Roman procurator in
the land, that the persecution described in Acts twelve
was briefly renewed in Judea (Acts 12:1-19).
However, heaven brought soon relief to the saints;
Agrippa I was smitten by the stroke of God and died
(Acts 12:20-23). Agrippa II being too young to
manage his father’s kingdom, Claudius returned Judea
to a province and sent thither Cuspius Fadus to be
procurator, restoring the protection of law to the
church.’

This protection of law—the religio licita—extended
throughout the empire during Claudius’ reign. It also
obtained in the early years of Nero, when Burrus and
Seneca, the tutors and guardians of the emperor’s
youth, were able to control him. Revelation portrays
the protection afforded the church during this period
when it describes the dragon and beast being bound in
the bottomless pit (Rev. 11:7; 17:8; 20:1-3). This same
time is alluded to by St. Paul in II Thessalonians, when
he says that the “mystery of iniquity” (murderous
hatred for the church and gospel) was then restrained,
but would soon break out in the persecution under the
man of sin (II Thess. 2:3-8; see also comments at Dan.
11:36). Nero’s need for a scapegoat upon which to
blame the burning of Rome launched the first imperial
persecution, the loosing of the dragon and beast from
the pit to rise up and persecute the church anew.

Judging from the book of Revelation and many of the
Lord’s parables, the great spiritual battle of the last day
witnessed the almost universal martyrdom of the
church as the saints and confessors were called upon to
lay down their lives in testimony of Christ. It was with
a view to the eschatological day that the John the
Baptist said:

“And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 1
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:
but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:
Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly

® Ibid, XIX, iii, iv, v, 1

" Ibid, XIX, ix, 1, 2

purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the
garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:10-13).

The chaff was gathered up and burned in the war with
Rome. Titus’ legions appeared suddenly before
Jerusalem at the Passover, shutting up within the city
ten-fold the number of inhabitants that normally dwelt
there. The continuing temple ritual and feasts were an
implicit denial of the substitutionary death and atoning
sacrifice of Christ. Not inappropriately, Passover thus
marked those who kept the ritual as enemies of the
gospel to be gathered up and destroyed. The wheat, on
the other hand, was gathered into the garner by
martyrdom. Christ is thus depicted in Revelation
astride a cloud, reaping the souls of the saints in
martyrdom under Nero and the beast.

“And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and
upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man,
having on his head a golden crown, and in his
hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out
of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that
sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for
the time is come for thee to reap, for the harvest of
the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud
thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was
reaped” (Rev. 14:9-16).

John describes saints and confessors that sufferedd
under Nero elsewhere, saying:

“And after this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with
white robes, and palms in their hands... “And one
of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are
these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which
came out of the great tribulation (Gk. tas thlipseos
tas megalas), and have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev.
7:9-14).

and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book.

Christ would deliver his people by the terrible
judgments meted out at the eschaton; as the political
fabric of Rome and Judea began to unravel and they
were involved in calamities of their own, the empire
would lose interest in the church. This deliverance
contemplates the time when the saints possessed the
kingdom (dominion) by the victory of Christ over the
persecutors of his gospel and church (Dan. 7:27). It



was also the time of the resurrection, as shown by the
following passage and implied by the deliverance of
even the martyrs (“all who were written in the book™).

The kingdom and resurrection were contemporaneous;
possessing the kingdom and dominion upon earth
occurred at the same time the dead received the
inheritance in heaven. Paul makes this clear in his
epistle to Timothy: “I charge thee therefore before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom”

(IT Tim. 4:1). Matthew’s gospel is to the same effect:
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every
man according to his works. Verily I say unto you,
There be some standing here, which shall not taste of
death, till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom” (Matt. 16:27, 28). Rewarding every man, is
the same as giving to each a reward for things done in
the body and speaks to the resurrection and judgment
(Matt. 25:31-46; II Cor. 5:10).

Daniel’s “Time of Trouble”
“The Great Tribulation”
A.D. 64 - 70

Christians blamed for fire
in Rome Nov., A.D. 64;
various calamities and
plagues beset the empire

3'4-year persecution under Nero

Vespasian begins Judean
campaign Feb., A.D. 67

Death of Nero Jun. 9, A.D. 68;
Roman Empire enters period
of civil war and rebellion A.D. 70

End of Roman wars and
commotions, autumn

|

Roman civil wars
Temple burned Aug. 30, A.D. 70

3'4-year Jewish War with Rome

The fact that some of the apostles would be alive at
Christ’s coming and witness the advent of his kingdom
and the resurrection (though unseen to eye of man)
accords perfectly with Daniel’s statements here,
placing these events in the time of Nero and the fall of
Jerusalem. Luke also makes plain that these events
would occur in the life of the apostles, for he says that
when they saw Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then
they might know that redemption from their present
distress and persecution drew nigh (Lk. 21:28). This
redemption would also mark the coming of the
kingdom: “So likewise ye, when ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh
at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall
not pass away, till all be fulfilled” (Lk. 21:31, 32).
Thus, the kingdom and resurrection are joined in time;
the church cannot presently possess the one without
also possessing the other.

The General Resurrection
2 — And many of them that sleep in the dust of the

earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt.

Jesus showed the nearness of this passage’s fulfillment
when he said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour
is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live”
(Jn. 5:25). Jesus here refers to those whome he would
raise during his earthly ministry, which stood in token
of his divinity and the imminence of the general
resurrection. Hence, in Jn. 5:28, 29, the Lord says,
“the hour is coming when a// that in are the graves
shall come forth.” This is a direct quote to the instant
verse, and was plainly intended to show that the time
prophesied by Daniel, which all redemptive history
hastened to, was then at hand.

Use of the term “many” by Daniel does not argue
against the application of this passage to all; the idea is
that the multitudes in Hades would awake, not just
some.® If there were any question, Jesus’ quotation of
this passage dispels the idea that anything other than
the general resurrection was in view. Jerome admits

8 “We cannot deduce that ‘many’ here excludes ‘all.” The idea
suggested is rather multitudinousness.” J. E. H. Thomson, The Pulpit
Commentary, in loc.



that this passage refers to the general resurrection, and
not to a metaphoric or spiritualized resurrection as
Porphyry and others have tried to suggest. Porphyry
attempted to apply all these verses to Antiochus
Epiphanes, causing Jerome to comment, “Up until this
point Porphyry somehow managed to maintain his
position and impose upon the credulity of the naive
among our adherents as well as the poorly educated
among his own. But what can he say of this chapter, in
which is described the resurrection of the dead, with
one group being revived for eternal life and the other
group for eternal disgrace?””’ Although he recognizes
that the general resurrection is in view, Jerome avoids
the obvious context and time for fulfillment of these
verses by transporting them across the centuries. How
curious it must strike the student of scripture to learn
that the very minute progression of historical events,
allowing us to identify the succession of monarchs
from the time of the Persians unto the rise of Rome,
should suddenly and without notice skip millennia
ahead to the world’s purported end, creating a rent in
the fabric of scripture thousands of years wide and still
growing! Yet, the angel clearly states that all these
events would be fulfilled when the Jewish nation and
polity was destroyed (Dan. 12:7). It is only by the
greatest violence to the context that these verses can be
wrested from their place in history.

The chief objection to past fulfillment of these verses is
a mistaken conception regarding the nature of the
resurrection. When the passage states that “those who
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,” it does not
intend to imply the resurrection of physical bodies.
The language is figurative. “Sleeping” is an
accommodative term used to describe the condition of
physical death and the rest of the soul in Hades. (See I
Cor. 15:18, 20; I Thess. 4:13; 5:10) The dead did not
sleep in the dust, but were fully conscience and awake
in Hades. This is clear from the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-31), and other passages,
which portray the dead as conscious (I Sam. 29:13-19;
Isa. 14:9-11; 17:3).

Revelation also depicts the dead as conscious (Rev.
6:9, 10; 20:4), and Moses who died and Elijah who was
translated were both alive and appeared on the mount
of transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-13).  This is also the
clear import of our Lord’s words in Matt. 22:31, 32,
when he said that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were
partakers of the first resurrection of the soul in Hades:
“But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye
not read that which was spoken unto you by God,
saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the

? Jerome, in loc.

dead, but of the 1iVing.”10 Thus, Abraham and the
patriarchs were presently living; resurrection (the first
resurrection) was a present fact, though the eternal
inheritance in heaven at the general resurrection was
yet future. So much for the fact of the resurrection; in
the same passage, Jesus sets forth its nature when he
says that “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor
are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in
heaven” (Matt. 22:30).

The Pharisees’ misconception (doubtless it is their
teaching the Sadducees were attempting to refute by
their question to the Lord) had it that the resurrection
was of physical bodies upon earth, and therefore
assumed that marriage would be part of resurrection
life. However, Jesus shows that the resurrection is of
the spirit in heaven, for men will then be as angels that
do not have physical bodies, but are immaterial,
intangible, and invisible. Paul agrees, saying, that the
“body thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall
be” and “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
heaven” (I Cor. 15:37, 50). The resurrection of the last
day was the time when the souls of all who died from
Abel forward, whose souls had waited long millennia
in Hades, would be released and go to their respective
rewards. This is plainly portrayed in Rev. 20:11-15,
which shows that the whole event was on the other side
of eternity, not upon earth. Those on this side of the
eschaton go to meet their reward at death. It is at death
that we are caught up together with those who have
preceded us, to meet the Lord in the air (I Thess. 4:17).

3 — And they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever.

In Dan. 8:10, Antiochus is portrayed as trampling the
host of heaven to the ground, which we understood in
reference to his oppression of the Jews. Here the stars
of the firmament point to those who obeyed the gospel
and became heralds of righteousness. Paul called the
Philippians “sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye
shine as lights in the world; holding forth the word of

' Greco-Roman notions of Hades had it that the dead resided there a
thousand years before being reborn to earthly life. (Plato, Republic,
Bk. X, 315-320, Virgil, deneid, Bk. VI, 734ff; Justin Martyr, I*
Apology, VI, The Works of Voltaire. A Contemporary Version. A
Critique and Biography by John Morley, notes by Tobias Smollett,
trans. William F. Fleming (New York: E.R. DuMont, 1901). In 21
vols. Vol. 3. Chapter: APOCALYPSE.) This appears to be the
meaning of the symbolic thousand year periods in Rev. 20:1-3, and
4-6; viz., the dragon, having received a mortal wound in the collapse
of the persecution over Stephen, was figuratively bound in Tartarus
until the persecution under Nero, and the martyrs, having died under
Nero, reigned with Christ in Paradise pending the general
resurrection.  See the author’s article Revelation’s Millennia and
Greco-Roman Notions of Hades.



life (Phil. 2:15, 16). The church thus plainly replaces
the Jews as God’s covenant people and beacon of
salvation to a dying world; the sons of God and heirs of
eternal life set, as it were, in the firmament of heaven,
ruling with the risen Christ.

4 — But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal
the book, even to the time of the end;

Isaiah used similar imagery to describe the blindness of
the peoples’ heart, and how the warning of his visions
fell upon deaf ears. “And the vision of all is become
unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I
pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed” (Isa.
29:11). In a similar manner, Daniel is told to shut up
the book, and seal the words; the message was to
remain unclear and obscure until the time neared for its
fulfillment, some five-hundred years away. (Cf Dan.
8:26.) John, on the other hand, was told “seal not the
sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at
hand” (Rev. 22:10). Obviously, this militates entirely
against the idea that John’s message belongs to our day
or some future time. If Daniel’s message was to be
laid up because it belonged to a time 500 years away,
how can John’s message, which he was told not to seal,
belong to a time 2000 years away? Moreover, since
Revelation is but an expansion upon and fulfillment of
Daniel, the fact John was told not to seal the book is
certain evidence that the sealed portions of Daniel were
opened in the Apocalypse and subsequently fulfilled.

many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased.

As the end approached, God would help his people
understand the meaning and import of the visions of
the book so that what was “sealed” would become
“open.” We see this fulfilled in the days of John, when
all the people mused in their hearts whether he was
Christ and multitudes flocked to Jordan to be baptized
(Lk. 4:15). This makes plain that they understood from
the prophets that the time had drawn nigh for the
Messiah to appear, and wondered if John were not he.
Indeed, it was a time of great eschatological
expectation as the nation knew that the kingdom of
God must shortly appear. Many misunderstood the
nature of the kingdom, supposing the Jews would be
thrust to the peak of worldly power and immanence.
However, it was the Christians, not the Jews, these
prophecies had in view. It was the lot of disbelieving
Jews to suffer a very different fate, indeed. For the
things that befell them were unprecedented in the
world’s history, and unlike anything that had happened
either before or since. So Josephus:

“Whereas the war which the Jews made with the
Romans hath been the greatest of all those, not
only that have been in our times, but, in a manner,
of those that ever were heard of; both of those
wherein cities have fought against cities, or
nations against nations. w1

5, 6 — Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood
other two, the one on this side of the bank of the
river, and the other on that side of the bank of the
river. And one said to the man clothed in linen,
which was upon the waters of the river, How long
shall it be to the end of these wonders?

Two additional angels now appear for the specific
purpose of eliciting information necessary for
completion of the vision and its message. “How long
shall it be to the end of these wonders?” In other
words, what are the limits of the vision and how can it
be known it has been fulfilled? Surely, if the end of the
cosmos was in view, this question would be
superfluous, for such could not be mistaken. But if
something less than the end of history is in view—
events like the coming of Christ and resurrection of the
dead—then the question makes perfect sense. How
could men know for certain that Christ was indeed
come and the dead raised? What sign would heaven
provide to convince men of these things?

7 — And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was
upon the waters of the river, when he held up his
right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware
by him that liveth for ever

This should be compared to the Song of Moses,
reciting the vengeance laid up in store against the sinful
nation: “To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence;
their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their
calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon
them make haste. For the Lord shall judge his people,
and repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that
their power is gone, and there is none shut up, nor
left....For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live
for ever” (Deut. 32:35-40).

Here, we find the Lord swearing by himself that he
would accomplish the destruction of the Jewish people
in language tracking exactly that of the present verse.
“When he seeth their power is gone” answers the
following clause, which declares that the “scattering of
the power” of the holy people—the Jews—would
signify the fulfillment of the vision. The identity of
language and content confirms the parameters of the
instant vision and its ferminus at the fall of Jerusalem.

1 Josephus, Wars, Preface, 1;¢f V,x, 5



The epistle to the Hebrews figures prominently here
also, for the writer states that it was yet a “very, little
while” and the Lord would come, bringing relief to the
beleaguered saints through the war with Rome and
destruction of the Jewish nation (Heb. 10:37).

The “very little while” of Hebrews becomes still
shorter in Revelation, where another angel lifts his
hand to heaven and swears “there shall be time no
more” (viz., no more delay) (Rev. 10:6). Following
this declaration is the persecution of the saints (“two
witnesses”), in which their dead bodies lay exposed for
“three days and a half” (viz., three years and a half—
the length of the persecution under Nero). This, in
turn, is followed by the great city, Jerusalem
(“spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified”), being trodden under foot by the
Gentiles for forty-two months (Rev. 11:2, 8, 9; ¢f. Lk.
21: 24), and the declaration of heaven that ‘“the
kingdoms of the world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and
ever” (Rev. 11:15).

Finally, and what proves that the resurrection would
occur at the fall of Jerusalem and coming of Christ’s
kingdom, is the declaration:

“And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is
come, and the time of the dead, that they should be
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto
thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and
them that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth”
(Rev. 11:18; cf. Matt. 16:27, 28, Il Tim. 4:1).

The common factor in all of these passages is the fall
of Jerusalem, which signified the kingdom and coming
of the Lord whom they had crucified, and the judgment
and resurrection of the dead.

Worldwide Judgment and the End of the Jewish
Polity

that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and
when he shall have accomplished to scatter the
power of the holy people,

In Daniel 9:24-27, 490 prophetic years are set out,
marking the period until coming of Christ and end of
the Jewish nation. Four hundred eighty-three years are
fulfilled from Nehemiah until the baptism of Christ
(454 B.C.—A.D. 29). The first half of the remaining
week was fulfilled in the earthly ministry of Christ,
who was “cut off” in the midst of the final week (v. 26).
However, the second half of the final week is nowhere
expressly spelled out. We would suggest that the final
three and a half years are alluded to here in the “time,

times, and an half’ time mentioned by the angel. It is
clear these three and a half years are tied to the war
with Rome, for at its conclusion, the power of the holy
people would be forever crushed. (Cf. Dan. 8:24 for
“holy people” as signifying the Jews.)

The same events are described in chapter nine, where,
following Christ’s ministry, the desolation of the city
and sanctuary is described (vv. 26, 27). Since the same
events are described, the period in which they were to
be fulfilled must apply equally to both. Rev. 11:2
should also be added in witness; the forty-two months
John said the holy city would be trodden under foot by
the Gentiles corresponds with the three and a half years
mentioned here.

The war with Rome is traditionally dated from
February A.D. 67 to August A.D. 70, a space of three
and a half years. According to the angel then, the
conclusion of the three-and-a-half-year war would
accomplish the scattering of the Jews. Jesus said as
much himself when he said they would be “led away
captive to all nations” (Lk. 21:24). Josephus reports
that the number of captives from the war was 97,000,
of which some were sold into slavery, others made to
work in the mines in Egypt, and still others compelled
to die in the arena.'?

all these things shall be finished.

It should be emphasized that “all things finished”
included the resurrection of the souls in Hades and the
general judgment, as shown by verse two. Christ was
to put all enemies beneath his feet. His triumph over
the Jews and Romans was accomplished in the events
beginning with his ascension and ending in A.D. 70.
The last enemy was Hadean death. Christ defeated sin
in his cross, but Hades remained to be destroyed as the
final obstacle keeping men from the presence of God in
heaven. Jesus thus promised that the gates of Hades
would not prevail against his church (Matt. 16:18);
Paul, quoting Hosea, exclaimed “O Hades, where is thy
victory?” (I Cor. 15:55; Hos. 13:14). In Rev. 20:14,
Hades is destroyed at the resurrection. With the last
enemy taken out of the way, at death the saints now go
to be with God in heaven, according to the teaching of
Paul that to be absent from the body is present with the
Lord (II Cor. 5:6-9).

8 — And I heard, but I understood not: then said I,
O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?

The angel has already declared that the end of these
things would be marked by the fall of Jerusalem, but

12 Josephus, Wars, VI, ix, 2



Daniel does not seem capable of truly comprehending
this fact. The Jews of Jesus’ day also seemed unable to
receive this message and, therefore, did not heed the
warning to escape the coming day of wrath. They
trusted with themselves that they were the seed of
Abraham and, therefore, heirs of the promise. They
could not conceive that the nation would be removed
and a spiritual seed raised up in its place. For, as Paul
plainly states, he is not a Jew which is one outwardly in
the flesh, nor are the children of the flesh counted for
the Abrahamic seed (Rom. 2:27-29; Gal. 3:26-29;
6:16). The people of God have always been marked by
the obedience of faith, not their race or ethnicity.

9 — And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words
are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

To get a sense of how the book was closed up and
secaled, one need only observe the befuddled
comprehension of futurists today, who see in its pages
a historical succession of events until earth’s end.
Prepossessed with ideas of their own imaging, the book
is closed to their understanding. In the same way, the
Jews, prepossessed with the idea that the Messiah
would establish an earthly kingdom setting them at the
apex of world power, missed completely the coming of
Christ and actually murdered the Savior.

10 — Many shall be purified, and made white, and
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of
the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall
understand.

The ensuing centuries, from the Babylonian captivity
until Rome and the predicted end, would be a time of
great trial for the nation. Even so, the adversity and
persecution of those days would serve to purify a
people zealous for their God, willing to suffer for their
faith, and perish as martyrs for Christ when he arrived.
Those whose hearts received a love of the truth would
hear and understand; those who did not receive the love
of the truth would embrace a lie and be damned (II
Thess. 2:10-12).

The Continuous Offering for Caesar and Rome, and
the Final Crisis

11, 12 — And from the time that the daily sacrifice
shall be taken away, and abomination that maketh
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that
waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred
and five and thirty days.

There are two basic approaches to these verses. One
holds that they represent a recapitulation to Antiochus
Epiphanes and his desecration of the temple; the other

places them at the fall of Jerusalem. A third approach
applies these to the antichrist; however, as this was
actually Nero, their fulfillment will occur in the fall of
Jerusalem, so that the second and third options in
reality are the same. Those who assign these verses to
Antiochus Ephiphanes usually treat taking away the
sacrifice and setting up of the abomination of
desolation (which is supposed to be the image of
Jupiter) as a single contemporaneous event, marking
the terminus a quo. This occurred on the fifteenth day
of Casleu 168 B.C., when Antiochus forbade keeping
the law and erected an idol in the temple.”* The
terminus ad quem is typically supposed to be the
cleansing of the temple on the twenty-fifth of Casleu,
165 B.C." and death of Antiochus shortly thereafter
(164 B.C.).

According to this view then, the 1290 days were
fulfilled in the period from the fifteenth of Casleu 168
B.C. to the cleansing of the temple on the twenty-fifth
of Casleu 165 B.C.; and the 1335 days was fulfilled in
the supposed death of Antiochus forty-five days later.
However, it takes only a cursory glance at these dates
to see that they are impossible. The period from the
taking away of the sacrifice until the temple was
cleansed was only three years and ten days, or thirty-
six months. But 1290 days is forty-three months.
Hence, there is fully seven months difference between
them. Moreover, Antiochus died in the 149th year of
the Greeks (164 B.C.)," but the temple was cleansed in
the 148th (165 B.C.) in the month Casleu, which
answers to our December. The Greek new year began
in the spring (Nisan/April).'® Hence, the 149th year of
the Greeks would not have begun for three months
after cleansing the temple, making impossible to bring
Antiochus’ death within the forty-five day window
proposed.'”’

As already shown, the abomination of desolation
refers, not to the erection of an idol in the temple, but
to the desolations wrought by invading foreign armies.
(See comments at 11:31.) Moses warned the children
of Israel that God would exact severe punishment for
their rebellion and disobedience. “And I will bring the

" [ Macc. 1:54

"1 Macc. 4:41, 52

"* I Macc. 6:19

1 Ussher, § 3428, p. 444; Finegan, § 194, p. 103

'7 For examples of this approach, see Moses Stuart in loc; Philip
Desprez, pp. 167-168; Josephus,

Antiquities X, xi, 7



land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at it. And I will scatter you
among the heathen, and will draw out the sword after
you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities
waste” (Lev. 26:32, 33; emphasis added). Jesus
pronounced seven woes upon Jerusalem, and declared
that all the righteous blood shed upon the earth would
be required of that generation (Matt. 23:13-36).
Having refused to believe or repent, he warned
“behold, your house is left unto you desolate” (v. 38;
emphasis added). The Lord then departed out of the
city and his disciples remarked about the buildings of

temple. Jesus responded that not one stone would be
left upon another that would not be thrown down, and
foretold the city’s coming destruction (Matt. 24:1, 2).
He then told the disciples that, when they saw “the
abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the
prophet,” they should flee Jerusalem and Judea (v. 15-
21). Hence, it is to the overthrow of the Jewish polity
in A.D. 70 and to the Roman legions that these verses
refer, not Antiochus Epiphanes.

1,335 Days from Taking Away Caesar’s Continuous Sacrifice Until
Titus’ Investment of Jerusalem

Caesar’s sacrifice refused
3" of Ab, A.D. 66

Titus marches from Alexandria 3" of Adar, A.D. 69
Assembles army at Caesarea

Titus establishes camp at Jerusalem

18" of Nisan, A.D. 70

The Jews’ war with Rome began when Eleazar’s party
refused to accept offerings from Gentiles, and, on this
basis, thus refused the customary sacrifice for Caesar.
Josephus called this the “true beginning” of the war.'®
Josephus does not provide the date these offerings were
rejected, but we can arrive at a reasonable estimate.
Josephus relates that those who sought to avert war
sent to Florus and Agrippa II for help to suppress the
sedition that broke out upon refusal of Caesar’s
sacrifice. Agrippa sent 3000 cavalry from Auranitis,
Batanea, and Trachonitis. These places were fairly
remote from Jerusalem, above Galilee almost to
Damascus. Hence, to send to Agrippa and to assemble
these men in Jerusalem, probably took no less than four
days. Upon their arrival at Jerusalem, Josephus states
there were seven days fighting between Agrippa’s men
and those seeking to revolt.

The next day was the festival Xylophory; and the
following day he gives as the fifteenth of Ab."”
Reckoning backward from this date, and assuming four
days elapsed in sending to Agrippa and the arrival of

18 Ibid 11, xvii, 2

1 Ibid, 11, xvii, 2, 5, 6, 7

the soldiers in Jerusalem, the sacrifice would then have
been refused on the third day of Ab A.D. 66. This is
the terminus a quo. The terminus ad quem is the
investment of Jerusalem. Titus arrived at Jerusalem on
the fourteenth of Nisan, A.D. 70, shutting up in the city
the Jews who had come to keep Passover. He was four
days leveling the ground and setting up camp.”® Three
revolutions of the calendar from the third of Ab, A.D.
66 when Caesar’s sacrifice was refused to the third of
Ab, A.D. 69, equal thirty-six months. From the third of
Ab, A.D. 69, to the eighteenth of Nisan, A.D. 70 when
Titus’ camp was complete, is eight and a half months.
Together they make forty-four and a half months, or
1335 days. The forty-five day difference between the
1335 days and the 1290 days was the time it took Titus
to assemble his forces.

Prior to his investment of Jerusalem, Titus marched
from Alexandria to Caesarea, where he determined to
set his forces in order before the war. His army
included legions brought with him from Egypt, others
drawn from those that guarded the Euphrates, and
auxiliaries sent by Agrippa II, Antiochus, king of
Commagene, Malchus, king of Arabia, and Sohemus,

2 1bid, V, iii, 1, 5; VI, xiii, 7



king of Emesa.”! The convergence of these forces at
Caesarea was the setting up of the abomination of
desolation.

Josephus does not tell us when Titus arrived at
Caesarea, or how long he remained there before
marching upon Jerusalem. However, if the 1335th day
from rejection of Caesar’s offering fell upon the
eighteenth of Nisan (April), A.D. 70, the 1290th day
would have fallen on the third of Adar (March), forty-
five days earlier. Using this as the date Titus departed
from Alexandria and the abomination of desolation
began to be set up, we find the facts accord perfectly
with Daniel’s prophecy. Josephus tells us that “winter
was now almost over” when Titus marched from
Alexandria.”®> The first day of spring is the vernal
equinox, about March (Adar) twenty-first. The march
from Alexandria took fourteen days.” This would put
Titus in Caesarea on the seventeenth of Adar, leaving
almost a month for him to collect his forces, gather
provisions, and make the necessary arrangements
before marching upon Jerusalem.”*  The angel’s
pronouncement “blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh
to the 1335 days” thus spoke to the saints’ joy at their
redemption from their trials (Lk. 21:28), after patiently
awaiting Christ’s retribution upon their enemies. (Cf.
Matt. 23:34-39; Rev. 6:9-11.) With the fall of
Jerusalem, the church’s greatest enemy would be
destroyed. The siege of Jerusalem would mark the
final chapter of the eschatological crisis, bringing in its
train the resurrection of the dead and eternal
inheritance of the saints in heaven at its conclusion.

Against this interpretation is the fact that the “daily
sacrifice” is generally understood in reference to the
morning and evening sacrifice commanded in the law,
not the offering of Caesar or those of the Gentiles
(Num. 28, 29). The Hebrew term is tamiyd, and
properly signifies regular or continuous. The same
term occurs in Dan. 11:31 and 8:11-13. In the latter
case, the specific use of “mornings and evenings” to
define the duration the temple service would be
interrupted unequivocally ties the word to the regular,
morning and evening sacrifice. However, apart from
such modifying words, there is nothing in the term that
limits its application to any specific sacrifice.

M Ibid, IV, xi, 5; V., i, 1; cf 111, iv, 2

* Ibid, IV, xi, 5

* Ibid

# We have used Titus’ departure from Alexandria as the terminus a
quo because that is the earliest point at which the abomination of

desolation began to be set up, but Titus’ arrival at Caesarea may with
equal validity be used.

The shew bread, too, was to be continuously (tamiyd)
present before the Lord (Lev. 24:8; Num. 4:7; II Chron.
2:4), as were also the candlestick and incense (Ex.
30:7, 8; Lev. 24:2-4). Thus, reference to the sacrifice
for Caesar and Rome, offered twice daily,” precisely in
the manner of the evening and morning sacrifice, is
fully in keeping with use of the term. Although the
Jewish mind would naturally assume the morning and
evening sacrifice of the law was intended, rather than
the sacrifice for Caesar, it seems likely it was for this
very reason the term was used; viz., that the vision
might be “sealed” as the angel declared. “None of the
wicked would understand; but the wise would
understand”: the prophetic power present in the days
prior to the fall of Jerusalem ensured that God’s people
would understand the sign and flee Jerusalem before its
ultimate crisis. Eusebius confirms the thruth of this
assertion, for he reports that Christians were warned by
revelation to flee the accursed city:

“But the people of the church in Jerusalem had
been commanded by a revelation, vouchsafed to
approved men there before the war, to leave the
city and to dwell in a certain town of Perea called
Pella. And when those that believed in Christ had
come thither from Jerusalem, then, as if the royal
city of the Jews and the whole land of Judea were
entirely destitute of holy men, the judgment of God
at length overtook those who had committed such
outrages against Christ and his apostles, and
totally destroyed that generation of impious men.
But the number of calamities which every where
fell upon the nation at that time; the extreme
misfortunes to which the inhabitants of Judea were
especially subjected, the thousands of men, as well
as women and children, that perished by the
sword, by famine, and by other forms of death
innumerable,--all these things, as well as the many
great sieges which were carried on against the
cities of Judea, and the excessive. sufferings
endured by those that fled to Jerusalem itself, as to
a city of perfect safety, and finally the general
course of the whole war, as well as its particular
occurrences in detail...all these things any one
that wishes may find accurately described in the
history written by Josephus. ™

» Josephus, Wars, 11, x, 4

% Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 111, v. Farquharson (followed by
Mauro) has it that this refers to the cessation of the daily sacrifice
toward the end of the Roman war. However, for this to work, he is
compelled to reverse the text so that the abomination of desolation
precedes rather than follows the taking away of the daily sacrifice.
He maintains that there is nothing in the verbs that prevents
rearranging the order of the nouns this way, but certainly the prophet
recorded the words the way he did to facilitate, not frustrate, the
reader’s comprehension. To say that the words have been



13 — But go thy way till the end be: for thou shalt
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

The end of the days is not the 1335 days that marked
the commencement of the siege, but the time, times,
and a half (forty-two months, 1260 days) that
witnessed the city’s destruction. With all earthly
enemies firmly beneath his feet, the last enemy
(Hadean death) would be destroyed, and the righteous
dead receive their eternal inheritance in heaven, of
which Daniel was promised a part.

Questions & Answers

Q: Hi Kurt,

I have been contemplating your article about the
kingdom in the current issue of "Fulfilled Magazine".
With that article in mind, I have a question that I
sincerely hope that you will answer for me. Some day
in the future, the body of the man that we know as Kurt
Simmons will be place in a casket and buried or
possibly the body may be incinerated and the ashes
placed in an urn - in either case - here is my question
for you: when that body is disposed of, where will Kurt
Simmons be?

A: To answer your question, assuming a person dies
"saved," I believe that he now goes directly to heaven
at the time of physical death. I do not believe that we
are detained any longer in the interim abode of Hades,
or that Hades even still exists.

Hope that answers your question. My article about the
"kingdom" was focused not upon the heaven part, but
upon the earthly part; viz., Christ's dominion over
earth's people and nations. That is the kingdom that
was coming in power while the apostles were still alive
and the kingdom prophesied by Daniel.

deliberately reversed from the actual order of historical events simply
makes no sense at all, and is a plain case of an interpretation being
literally forced upon the text. What is more, the events do not
correspond with the periods described. Cestius first invested
Jerusalem on the 8" of Marchesvan (November) A.D. 66; the
sacrifice failed on the 17" of Tamuz (July) A.D. 70. The space
between these is fifty-six months; but the time allotted by the angel is
1290 days, or forty-three months, a difference of fully thirteen
months. Thus, even with a reversal of the text the events cannot be
made to match and this proposal must be rejected. Farquharson, pp.
197-201.
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QI Kurt,
A few more questions:

1. As a preterist, do you believe that you have
totally fulfilled salvation here on earth?

2. Do you believe that you are currently living in
the resurrection - a thought common among
preterists?

It would appear from your response below that your
answers to the above questions would be NO.
(However, appearances can be deceiving.)

A Thanks for writing back.

1) I guess I would need to know your definition of
"totally fulfilled salvation." I believe the cross is
complete and that the atonement has been made, but I
do believe in the possibility of apostasy and that a
Christian can so sin as to lose his salvation. I do not see
eschatology as affecting this aspect of soteriology, like
some who claim we were in "heaven now."

2) No. Resurrection is from physical death. The
spiritualized resurrection of Eph. 2:1, 6 happens at
conversion, and has nothing to do with eschatology or
the second coming.

“There Shall Be Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth” (Matt. 25:30)



TITUS - CONQUEROR OF JERUSALEM

TYRANT? OR THE ROD OF GOD’S JUSTICE?
PART. I

Morrison Lee
Seoul, South Korea

Opening his mouth Peter said:

“I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show
partiality, but in every nation the man who fears him and
does what is right is welcome to Him.” Acts 10:34-35
Of Titus
So he earnestly prayed them to spare their own city, and to
prevent that fire which was just ready to seize upon the
temple, and to offer their usual sacrifices to God therein.
Wars 6:2:1

ne of the ways Isaiah uses the word rod is to
mean an instrument of Gods justice. In the
time of the divided kingdom Judah’s
national injustices brought forth the anger of
God and war with Assyria.

“... Assyria, the rod of my anger...” Is 10:5

THE TERM — ROD.

In the OT God used the armies of one king to punish
the injustices of another - Babylon was used to punish
Egypt. In his vision Ezekiel heard these words;

“I will break the arm of Pharaoh ....and strengthen the
arm of the king of Babylon and put my sword in his
hand.” Ezek 30:21, 24

The purpose of the chastising rod was the restoration of
justice by war. God’s instruments of punishment are
human - kings and their armies. War was the punitive
means to bring His chosen nation (and other nations) to
repentance. Isaiah writes of Assyria being the means of
punishment in that day when

the Lord will shave with a razor hired from regions
beyond the Euphrates (that is with the king of Assyria)
the head and the hair of the legs, and it will also
remove the beard. 1s 7:18-20

God is not a respecter of persons or nations. Nations
do not act independently of God’s providence or
justice, nor do rods of His indignation

“Woe to Assyria, the rod of my anger and the staff in
whose hands is my indignation. I send it against a
godless nation and commission it against the people of
my fury to capture booty and seize plunder, and to
trample them down like mud in the streets.” 1s 10:5-6;
cf. Is 7:18-20
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Holiness presupposes justice, order, and the rule of
moral law. For example in Ezekiel’s vision the new
city was measured with a measuring rod ‘six cubits and
a hand-span’ in length. (Ezek 40:3-5) Two chapters
later (41-42) Ezekiel completes the laborious task of
measuring by the standard of the rod.

The rule of Law presumes a single standard, like the
measuring rod of the city. In effect God says,
“Compare yourself with the standard of holy city.”

“...let them measure the plan. If they are ashamed of
all that they have done, make known to them the design
of the house, its structures, its exits, its entrances, all
its designs, ALL ITS STATUTES, AND ALL ITS LAWS.
And write in their sight, so that they may observe its
WHOLE DESIGN AND ALL ITS STATUTUES AND
DO THEM. This is the law of the house; its entire area
on top of the mountain all around shall be most holy.
Behold this is the law of the house.” (Emphasis added.
Ezek 43:10-12)

THE PRINCIPLE.

Justice is the true measure of men and angels. Order
prevails in both earthly and heavenly commonwealths.
The rod of architecture is as the rod of the moral order.
Harmony and justness in both physical and moral
worlds requires one and the same universal standard
of justice — a rod. A city is as a man. A man is as a city.
As the city has order by one and the same standard,
(the rod) so in human relations there is one and the
same moral standard - Justice. A holy people should
be just, and unjust people have no claim to ‘holiness’
by reason of privilege alone. Being a son of Abraham
was no substitute for repentance, as John declaimed to
his own generation; “For I say unto you:

that from these stones God is able to raise up children
of Abraham.” John Baptist  Jn 3:7-10

God does not show partiality, but in every nation the
man who fears him and does what is right is welcome
to Him. (Acts 10:34-35)

THE BACKGROUND.

In Jesus’ generation in Jerusalem every man claimed
the ‘freedom’ to do as he pleased. This ‘freedom’ was
not merely freedom from Roman restraint, but from al/
restraint; theological, moral and rational. Madness



reigned. Instead of obeying universal right reason or
the Law of God, each man chose a faction of his own
self-interest.

and the multitude of the Jews ...were divided into
several factions ..and many people crowded about the
temple..[and] gave out that, as the times were, he was
the happiest and most religious man who should die
first. Wars *1:18:1

The Zealot faction of Jesus’ generation was simply a
collection bandits. The Sicarii (dagger men) thought
nothing of killing in broad day-light, and the Libertine
faction was opposed to Roman rule. Besides these were
the religious factions; the Pharisees, the Sadducees,
and the Essenes. Fanaticism was seen in its most brutal
aspects in a Jewish father of seven children who
refused to surrender to the Romans. Instead of
protecting his family, he killed all seven children in
turn, hurling their bodies down a cliff, next his wife,
and finally he leaped over the edge himself cursing
King Herod for his lowly pedigree as he went. (Wars
1:16:4.) This appalled even hard-hearted king himself
(who witnessed the atrocity).

Josephus, the eye-witness Jewish historian who
recorded the war and its destruction (Jewish Wars.
published AD 75) spoke his mind frankly when he
summed up his own generation by saying the earth
itself would punish them. “If the Romans

had made a longer delay in coming against these vile
villains, the city would have either been swallowed by
the ground opening upon them, or been overflowed by
water, or else been destroyed by such thunder as
destroyed the country of Sodom..., for it brought forth
such a generation of men much more atheistical than
those that suffered such punishments, for by their
madness it was, that all the people came to be
destroyed. Wars 5:13:6

It is against this background we consider the motives
and actions of the conqueror of Jerusalem in AD 70.
THE MAN TITUS. TYRANT? OR ROD OF GOD’S
JUSTICE?

Usually invaders are ruthless and cruel tyrants, and
usually the good guys are the victims. But there’s a
twist in the story line. By the sixth decade AD the
‘good’ guys had killed all the prophets (Lk 13:33) and
finally the Son of God Himself. (Acts 2:36) Nearly
forty years later the Jews started a suicidal war by
destroying a Roman legion. In 66 AD Emperor Nero
sent Vespasian and his son Titus to restore justice and
reestablish the pax Romana. (Peace of Rome).

So did the Romans invade Judea and burn its temple
out of tyranny? Or was Titus God’s ‘rod’ (in the
biblical sense) to restore justice by the sacrifice of a
wicked generation? What kind of man was Titus?
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(Titus Caesar 79-81AD) Titus as a person is little
known to most people. Following is a short selection as
to Titus’ motives and actions. (The chief idea is
emphasized in bold.)

HIS PITY FOR THE JEWISH SLAIN.

Because the dead could not be buried, the Jews threw
their dead down from the walls into the valleys
beneath.

“However when Titus, in going about his rounds along
those valleys, saw them full of dead bodies ... gave a
groan, and spreading out his hands to heaven, called
God as a witness that this was not his doing, and such
was the sad case of the city itself.”

Wars 5:12:4

HIS STRATEGY TO SPARE THE TEMPLE.

AND now Titus ..had been informed that on that very
day, which was the seventeenth day of Panemus,
[Tamuz,] the sacrifice called "the Daily Sacrifice” had
failed, and had not been offered to God, for want of
men to offer it, and that the people were grievously
troubled at it,) and commanded him to say the same
things to John [The leader of the zealots.] that he had
said before, that if any Jew [wanted to] fight, he might
come out with as many of his men as he pleased [and]
fight without the danger of destroying either his city or
temple; but that he desired he would not defile the
temple, nor thereby offend against God. That he might,
if he pleased, offer the sacrifices which were now
discontinued by any of the Jews whom he should pitch
upon. Wars 6:2:1

HIS PLEA TO SAVE THEIR CITY.

So he earnestly prayed them to spare their own city,
and to prevent that fire which was just ready to seize
upon the temple, and to offer their usual sacrifices to
God therein.. But the tyrant [ie. John the leader of the
zealots] himself cast many reproaches upon Josephus,
with imprecations besides, and at last added this
withal, that he did never fear the taking of the city,
because it was God's own city. ..... [Josephus replied]
“Thou vile wretch!” The Romans, who to this very time
take care to have our laws observed, and almost
compel these sacrifices to be still offered to God, ...
And who is there that does not know what the writings
of the ancient prophets contain... - and particularly
that oracle which is just now going to be fulfilled upon
this miserable city? For they foretold that this city
should be then taken when somebody shall begin the
slaughter of his own countrymen. And are not both the
city and the entire temple now full of the dead bodies of
your countrymen? It is God, therefore, it is God himself



who is bringing on this fire, to purge that city and
temple by means of the Romans, and is going to pluck
up this city, which is full of your pollutions."

Wars 6:2:1

HIS PLEA AGAINST FURTHER IMPIETY.

Now Titus was deeply affected with this state of things,
and reproached John and his party, saying...” Why do
you trample upon dead bodies in this temple? and why
do you pollute this holy house with the blood of both
foreigners and Jews themselves? I appeal to the gods
of my own country, and to every god that ever had any
regard to this place,; (for I do not suppose it to be now
regarded by any of them;) I also appeal to my own
army, and to those Jews that are now with me, and
even to yourselves, that I do not force you to defile this
your sanctuary, and if you will but change the place
whereon you will fight, no Roman shall either come
near your sanctuary, or offer any affront to it; nay, [
will endeavor to preserve you your holy house, whether
you will or not."

Wars 6:2:4
Morrison Lee
To be continued in the final part I1.
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Letters from our Readers

Q: Hey Kurt!

Well, it's been a pretty tough week for us over on the
east coast :) On Monday, we let the elders and
preachers know that we decided to leave. We also told
many of our friends in the church about our decision.
Some of them were saddened, others not so much,
others haven't contacted us at all.

On Tuesday, I met with two of the elders, one of which
is the new one just put into place. Not sure what the
purpose for the meeting was except for them to get
closure and "officially" tell me I am a false teacher and
need to repent. :\ That was interesting... They won't
even talk about Daniel 12 and Matthew 24, or 2 Peter 3
and Isaiah 65, or the Timing Passages. They say that
since they have 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thess 4:17,
they don't have to rehash the other parts. I told them
those parts have never been hashed and that they're
doing exactly the same thing we condemn "no-
baptism" people of doing with John 3:16 and Ephesians
2:8. T hope that maybe, just maybe, that will sit with
them for a while.

On Wednesday, it was apparently damage control time
at church, as several were in tears. They tried to
explain what happened from their perspective. I'm not
sure exactly what was said but it seems like they
encouraged people not to study with me, as if
suppressing information is possible in this day and age.
It's hard to be a Diotrephes when everyone has email
and a telephone. Then they closed with a lively version
of "There's A Great Day Coming." What's interesting
though is that the new elder asked my preacher/friend
to lead it, and he said he couldn't.... He also said he's
changed how he sings other songs that discuss the
subject.. very interesting indeed...

Thursday night, I met with him (my preacher/friend)
for a few hours and we just chatted. It was a good
discussion. He feels it's a subject that we can just place
in a Romans 14 context and still worship with each
other. I'm having a hard time seeing that and have
asked how we could do that with this subject but not
others, like we do with other church groups. It just
seems too big for that. I feel deep down that he sees
more than he's letting on to. Maybe I'm wrong but I
hope not. He's more of a easy going, non-
confrontational, avoid conflict at all costs kinda guy,
and also has a lot more to lose than I do. He's said he's
worried about what's going to happen at the church in
the coming months and the fallout that may come. I'm



not sure that we had that much of an impact there, but
maybe we did.

It's been hard knowing that some of them are hurting
like we are, but I know that good will come of it all. :)
Four or five have already contacted us and want to
understand my position and study it for themselves.
That's a good sign. :) Others may not contact us
because they fear the elders, but I may still reach out to
some of them in hopes that they're willing to study.

Thank you Kurt for your writings. Thank you for your
communication. And thank you for your love of the
Word of God. Please continue to pray for us over here.
We love the people there and want them to see it like
we do so we can talk about it, sing about it and worship
in truth. But we know that not all of them will, if any.

God has blessed us greatly and we know that He
continues to guide us every day. So while it may be
hard at times, we trust in His strength to pull us
through and His loving arms to comfort us.

A: I foresaw this happening; this is why I encouraged

you to avoid the church leaders with this topic. You
could have gone on for years teaching members and
maybe never had a problem. But, you had to do what
you felt was right. I have been there myself. I know
how you feel. It hurts, that much is for sure.

It is not necessarily that they don't love the truth; the
traditional line is so well imbedded in the church
through songs, prayers, and 1000 other things, that it is
almost impossible to get new wine into those old skins.
Be thankful God has given you eyes to see what
millions of others cannot/will not see.

Work to become an "apostle" of Preterism. Learn to
write and get your own web site. You can carry the
message forward just like me and hundreds of others.
Eventually we will win, since scripture is so decidedly
on our side, but we have our work to do meanwhile.

Start trying to write simple "I am a Preterist because"
of pieces. I will be happy to publish/post them. Get
some books by futurists and start by showing where
they are wrong. You'll become a leader in the
movement in no time.

We are a persecuted people. That puts us in good
company, right along with the Lord and apostles.
There is a saying that all truth goes through three
stages: First it is ridiculed as totally without merit; then
it is actively opposed or persecuted; then it is generally
admitted to be true. We are in "state two": actively
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opposed. So, we are on the road to victory. Never give
up.

I was at a mainstream C of C this weekend, and heard
the preacher mention Christ coming again one day. I
thought "Wow, these guys are in total darkness on that
one!" They grow up hearing it in the song books and
are taught the futurist paradigm their whole lives. They
seem incapable of looking at the topic objectively or
testing it for truth/error. Take courage that God has
given you the love for truth sufficient to see what so
many others miss.

Next time you start attending somewhere, I would
counsel that you leave the topic alone vis-a-vis the
leadership. Your family needs somewhere to grow up
and identify with and switching churches all the time
will injure them. Work with individual sheep in the
flock, but avoid the leaders. Go slow; test the waters
carefully. Call me anytime you feel the urge.

Update On NDAA And
Drones Flying Over The
US

By Chuck Baldwin

In a stunning upset for the Obama administration and
big-government zealots in general, a federal judge in
New York has issued an injunction against the citizen
detention portion of the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA). Bob Unruh at World Net
Daily has the story.

“A district-court judge has suspended enforcement of a
law that could strip U.S. citizens of their civil rights
and allow indefinite detention of individuals President
Obama elieves to be in support of terror.

“The Obama administration has refused to ensure that
the First Amendment rights of authors and writers who
express contrary positions or report on terror group
activities are protected under his new National Defense
Authorization Act.

“Targeted in the stunning ruling from U.S. District
Judge Katherine B. Forrest of New York was
Paragraph 1021 of the NDAA, which Obama signed
into law last Dec. 31. The vague provision appears to



allow for the suspension of civil rights for, and
indefinite detention of, those individuals targeted by
the president as being in support of terror.

“Virginia already has passed a law that states it will not
cooperate with such detentions, and several local
jurisdictions have done the same. Arizona, Rhode
Island, Maryland, Oklahoma, Tennessee and
Washington also have reviewed such plans.

“The case was before Forrest on a request for a
temporary restraining order. The case was brought on
behalf of Christopher Hedges, Daniel Ellsberg, Jennifer
Bolen, Noam Chomsky, Alex O’Brien, Kai Warg All,
Brigitta Jonsottir and the group U.S. Day of Rage.
Many of the plaintiffs are authors or reporters who
stated that the threat
of indefinite detention by the U.S. military already had
altered their activities.

“Constitutional expert Herb Titus filed a friend-of-the-
court brief on behalf of the sponsor of the Virginia law,
Delegate Bob Marshall, and others.

“Titus, an attorney with William J. Olson, P.C., told
WND that the judge’s decision to grant a preliminary
injunction halting enforcement of paragraph 1021
‘affirms the constitutional position taken by Delegate
Marshall is correct.’

“The impact is that ‘the statute does not have sufficient
constitutional guidelines to govern the discretion of the
president in making a decision whether to hold
someone in indefinite military detention,” Titus said.

“The judge noted that the law doesn’t have a
requirement that there be any knowledge that an act is
prohibited before a detention, he said. The judge also
said the law is vague, and she appeared to be disturbed
that the administration lawyers refused to answer her
questions.

“The opinion underscores ‘the arrogance of the current
regime, in that they will not answer questions that they
ought to answer to a judge because they don’t think
they have to,” Titus said.”

Unruh went on to say, “The brief was on behalf of
Marshall and other individuals and organizations
including the United States Justice Foundation,
Downsize DC Foundation, Institute on the
Constitution, Gun Owners of America, Western Center
for Journalism,
the Tenth Amendment Center and Pastor Chuck
Baldwin .”
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As an aside, was I the only pastor in America to be
included as an amici in this brief? Let me challenge
readers, the next time you go to church, ask your pastor
what he is doing or what he would do to prevent
military personnel from taking you off to a military
prison without an arrest warrant, without issuing
Miranda, without telling you why you are being seized,
without allowing you access to an attorney, without
recognizing that you have any constitutional rights,
without any requirement to release you, or even
without any requirement to keep you in the United
States of America for a trial or judicial proceeding. I
challenge you: ask him! And if his answer is something
like, “The Lord will take care of you,” or “That could
never happen in the United States,” what in the name
of liberty are you doing attending that church?

Now, I wonder how many of these pseudo-
conservative talking heads at FOX News, as well as the
myriads of local reporters and journalists throughout
the country, will at least be honest enough to admit that
there was substantial reason to be concerned about the
citizen detention provision of the NDAA? Ever since
NDAA was signed into law, these phony guardians of
liberty have been pooh-poohing the warnings that
many of us columnists and independent journalists
have been issuing. Now, a federal judge has also
recognized the threat posed to our constitutional
liberties by this provision of the NDAA, and has issued
an injunction against it.

That’s the good news. The bad news is the US House
of Representatives defeated an amendment that would
have repealed the indefinite detention provision of the
NDAA. The Tenth Amendment Center covers the
story.

“In a shameful display of disregard for the Constitution
and for liberty, on Friday, the House of Representatives
voted to perpetuate the president’s power to
indefinitely detain American citizens.

“By a vote of 238-182, members of Congress rejected
the amendment offered by Representatives Adam
Smith (D-Washington) and Justin Amash (R-Michigan)
that would have repealed the indefinite detention
provision passed overwhelmingly last year as part of
the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) of
2012.

“The Fiscal Year 2013 NDAA retains the indefinite
detention provisions, as well as the section permitting
prisoners to be transferred from civilian jurisdiction to
the custody of the military.



“‘The frightening thing here is that the government is
claiming the power under the Afghanistan
authorization for use of military force as a justification
for entering American homes to grab people,
indefinitely detain them and not give them a charge or
trial,” Representative Amash said during House
debate.”

The report goes on to say, “Each of these freedom-
phobes [the congressmen who voted to keep the
indefinite detention provision of the NDAA] invoked
the specter of terror (in one way or another: ‘terrorist,’
‘al-Qaeda,” ‘enemies’) to justify the abolition of
constitutionally guaranteed civil liberties.

“Seemingly, those promoting these provisions would
offer Americans as sacrifices on the altar of safety, the
fires of which are fed by the kindling of the
Constitution.” Hear! Hear!

The report astutely includes this warning from “The
Father of The US Constitution,” James Madison: “It is
a universal truth that the loss of liberty at home is to be
charged to the provisions against danger, real or
pretended, from abroad.”

Oh! Take a guess as to who was the only candidate for
President who supported the Smith-Amash amendment
to repeal the indefinite detention provision of the
NDAA? You got it: Congressman Ron Paul.

This goes to prove that sometimes our enemies are not
the courts; sometimes our enemies are the legislatures
of this country. This was the case in the
aforementioned actions. So, now we have a federal
court and the US Congress (allied by the White House)
in conflict. It’s going to get very interesting!

And speaking of how the legislatures are often the ones
inflicting more and more tyranny upon the US
citizenry, try this report on for size: “The federal
government is moving quickly to open the skies over
America to drones--both for commercial and
government purposes--and respected Washington Post
and Fox News commentator Charles Krauthammer is
forecasting ‘rifles aimed at the sky all across America.’

“The comments from Krauthammer, who won the
Pulitzer Prize for commentary in 1987 after serving as
a speechwriter for Vice President Walter Mondale and
then beginning his journalism career at The New
Republic, were on ‘Special Report’ with Bret Baier.

“‘I would predict, I am not encouraging, but I predict
the first guy who uses a Second Amendment weapon to
bring a drone down that’s been hovering over his house
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is going to be a folk hero in this country,’
Krauthammer said. The conversation arose as the
federal government announced it is beginning to allow
public safety agencies to fly unmanned aircraft--
drones--with fewer and fewer restrictions.

“According to yesterday’s report from Bloomberg,
police, fire and other government agencies now are
being allowed to fly drones weighing as much as 25
pounds without special approvals previously needed.

“The Federal Aviation Administration said on its
website that the move was an interim step until the
agency finishes rules that will open the door for
commercial operation of drones, as well as those uses
for government purposes. Congress has adopted the
position of encouraging more drone flights, with the
‘goal of adapting technology used by the military in
Iraq and Afghanistan.””

There you have it, folks. Your federal government--
along with numerous local and State police agencies--is
preparing to use instruments of war against the citizens
of the United States. And numerous local and State
police agencies are standing in line to participate. I ask
you, do the US Congress, the FAA, and our local and
State authorities plan to arm these drones with more
than surveillance cameras (as if that’s not bad enough)?
Should we expect that the drones that will be flying
over our neighborhoods would be armed with machine
guns and missiles? That’s the “technology used by the
military in Iraq and Afghanistan,” after all.

What is wrong with the American people? What is
wrong with our representatives? What is wrong with
our State legislators? What is wrong with our local and
State police agencies? What is wrong with our pastors
and churches? What is wrong with our reporters and
journalists? Are they THAT blind? Do they want a
paycheck THAT badly?

Are they THAT willing to allow this free republic to be
thrown into the trash bin of history, only to be replaced
with a giant Police State? Are we THAT ignorant of
history? Is THAT really where we are?

Ladies and gentlemen, the emerging police state is the
foremost issue confronting the people of the United
States today! And on this issue, the labels Democrat
and Republican mean absolutely nothing! Nothing! If
the voters of this country do not awaken quickly to
what is going on in front of their very eyes, it won’t
matter to a tinker’s dam which party or which
candidate is put into office. If we do not have the right
to live in privacy and peace, all of the other rights we
talk about mean absolutely nothing.



Psalm 72

The Reign of the Righteous King

A Psalm for Solomon.

[Editor's note: This Psalm of David for Solomon is prophetic of Christ. Solomon, the son of David, was the
world power of his day. Egypt was in decline and Assyria and Babylon had not yet risen to world power.
The reign of Solomon adumbrated the world dominion of Christ over the heathen. Christ received the
kingdom and dominion of the world at his ascension when he sat down at the right hand of God in heaven.
He rules the nations with a rod of iron. The saints thus enjoy world dominion by the providence of Christ,
who guides history to advance the gospel and church. See Dan. 7:26, 27]

1 Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy
righteousness unto the king's son.

2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy
poor with judgment.

3 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and
the little hills, by righteousness.

4 He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save
the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the
oppressor.

5 They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon
endure, throughout all generations.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass:
as showers that water the earth.

7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.

8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and
from the river unto the ends of the earth.

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before
him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring
presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations
shall serve him.
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12 For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the
poor also, and Aim that hath no helper.

13 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save
the souls of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence:
and precious shall their blood be in his sight.

15 And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the
gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him
continually; and daily shall he be praised.

16 There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon
the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake
like Lebanon: and they of the city shall flourish like
grass of the earth.

17 His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be
continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed
in him: all nations shall call him blessed.

18 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who
only doeth wondrous things.

19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let
the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and
Amen.

20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.



