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Though some preterists might be horrified
at the suggestion, might we understand the
creation of the "heavens and earth” in
Genesis 1 as a direct reference to the
covenant creation of Israel during the
time of Moses? If that were the case, the
creation account would better be
understood primarily within the context of
Israel’s history, rather than
cosmologically. 1t may be speaking about
the creation of the Garden of Eden which
is typological of the Promised Land. But
the implication is that a universal,
cosmological reading of Genesis 1 is not
warranted.?
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that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually — Gen.
6:59 ,& # #
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If we are self-consciously covenantal, we
will not first ask, “What is the literal
meaning of this text?” nor ‘What does
science say about a global flood?”” We will
first say, “Let’s examine these same
constructs as used elsewhere in the Bible
and interpret this Scripture in light of the
rest of Scripture.”
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Related to the “end of the world” and
“death” is the controversial issue of
“losing the soul.” We find Jesus discussing
them all in Matthew 16:24-27. “Then
Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone
wishes to come after Me, he must deny
himself, and take up his cross and follow
Me. For whoever wishes to save his life
[soul, according to the old economy] will
lose it; but whoever loses his life [soul,
according to the old economy] for My sake
will find it [according to the new] This
“world” is the same “‘world” that John
said was “passing away.” It is the old
economy. Here we see the soul is attached
to the world that passed away. This
requires the soul to be seen as a
covenantal identity.®
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Just as people were separated from God
without their say in the matter because of
Adam’s sin (in the old economy), in the
new world people are reconciled to God
without any say in the matter... Faith in
Christ, though it no longer includes
delivering one from that covenantal hell
because that covenantal judgment is in the
past, is still critical today for one to have
peace, close relationship, and fellowship
with God in this life on earth.’
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Correct Use of Covenantal and the Eschaton
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Aspects of the Eschaton that were not
Covenantal
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Ps. 110:5, 6 — The Lord at thy right hand
shall strike through kings in the day of his
wrath. He shall judge among the
heathen, he shall fill the places with the
dead bodies; he shall wound the heads
over many countries
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And | saw a great white throne, and him
that sat upon it...And | saw the dead, small
and great, stand before God...and death
and hell delivered up the dead which were
in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works. Rev. 20:11

*

&t/ &
1 & +

Heavens & Earth and their Elements
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And | saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.
And | John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride for her
husband. Rev. 21:1, 2
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Without are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and
maketh a lie. Rev. 22:15
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The  former troubles are  past
forgotten...they are hid from mine eyes.
For, behold, | create new heavens and a
new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind. But be
ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which |
create: for, behold, | create Jerusalem a
rejoicing, and her people a joy. Isa.
65:16-19
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For as the new heavens and earth, which |
will make, shall remain before me, saith
the Lord, so shall your seed and your name
remain...And they shall go forth, and look
upon the carcasses of the men that have
transgressed against me: for their worm
shall not die, neither shall their fire be
quenched; and they shall be an abhorring
unto all flesh. Isa. 66:22, 24
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Passing of Old Heavens & Earth

Hag. 2:7 - “I Will Shake All Nations”

- Elements of the Pre-Parousia World Dissolved —
What was not local (Palestine), probably was not covenantal
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Coverdale, Queen Mary and Geneva
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$+ Pray for us, for, God

willing, we shall not leave you, we will go before
you. You shall see in us that we preached no lies,
nor tales of tubs, but even the true word of God,
for which we, by God’s grace, and help of your
prayers, will willingly and joyfully give our
blood to be shed for confirmation of the same...

Like God’s children let us go forward apace; the
wind is on our back. Hoist up the sails, lift up
your hearts and hands unto God in prayer; and
keep your anchor of faith to cast in time on the
rock of God’s word, and on his mercy in Christ.
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